
CNIC helps national community as ‘Feds Feed Families’
WASHINGTON, D.C. (NNS) – Com-

mander, Navy Installations Command, in
partnership with the Department of De-
fense, has joined the nationwide effort
known as “Feds Feed Families.”

“We are moving forward as a team
doing what we can to help others,” said
Capt. James Fisher, CNIC Chaplain
Corps, Director, Strategic Plans and Pro-
gramming.

The “Feds Feed Families” Food Drive
Campaign encourages federal employees
to bring nonperishable food items to their
offices for distribution to local food banks.

CNIC Force Chaplain, Capt. Jack
Lea, serves as the National Chaplain,
while the chaplains at the region and in-
stallation levels will serve as Champions
to coordinate with local organizational
representatives and lead the call for do-
nations.

“Members of the U.S. Navy have al-
ways responded in a time of need or crisis.
Chaplains and religious program special-
ists, by their very profession and calling,
are individuals who have great sensitivity
for the needs of other people in times of
need or crisis,” said Fisher.

The federal goal is to collect two mil-

lion pounds of food, with Department of
Defense setting a collection goal of
733,800 pounds of food distributed to local
food banks worldwide.

Food banks are most in need of dona-
tions during the summer months, when
other donations are traditionally lower.
Last year, Feds Feed Families raised 1.7
million pounds of food during the summer
months, far exceeding its goal of 1.2 mil-
lion pounds.

In the National Capital Region, food
will be donated to the Capital Area Food
Bank, which serves more than 700 food
pantries, soup kitchens and other service
organizations in the District of Columbia,
Virginia and Maryland. Chaplains at the
region and installation levels will coordi-
nate with food banks in their areas to en-
sure delivery of all donated nonperishable
items.

The campaign will run June 1 to Aug.
30, with boxes being picked up on June 29,
July 27 and Aug. 31.

“In this era of fiscal austerity, it is no
secret that members of our national com-
munity have need of our support regard-
ing basic nutritional requirements.
Chaplains and religious program special-

ists, working in conjunction with their
command shipmates, are determined to
make a difference in meeting the needs of
others this summer,” said Fisher.

Feds Feed Families is an Office of
Personnel Management (OPM) initiative
which has requested DoD support during
its third annual campaign due to the im-
pact of a series of natural disasters on our
nation which have depleted charitable re-
sources in response to significant demand
signals. This is the first year DoD is par-
ticipating in the campaign.

“American families should never have
to go hungry,” said OPM Director John
Berry. “Federal workers are big-hearted
people who are eager to help those in their
communities who need it most. Together,
we hope to collect two million pounds of
food nationwide this summer.”

This year’s theme is “Feeding Fami-
lies one Fed at a Time.”

This initiative is a response to the
“United We Serve Act,” signed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama in April 2009, calling
for all Americans to contribute to the na-
tion’s economic recovery by serving their
communities.
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