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Military, Local Communities Unite 

in Recognition of Guam’s Liberation Day
By JoAnna Delfin
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (July 14, 2011) – The local and military communities on Guam came together for Armed Services Recognition Day, an event held in recognition of Guam’s Liberation Day, at the War in the Pacific National Historical Park in Asan July 9. 
During World War II, Japan forces captured Guam and occupied the island for three years until U.S. service members liberated the island July 21, 1944. The event, organized by the Asan-Maina Mayor’s Office, gave members of Guam’s local and military populations a chance to come together as a united community and celebrate the 67th anniversary of Guam’s liberation.  

Asan-Maina Mayor Vicente “Benny” San Nicolas said Armed Services Recognition Day brought current service members to the place where their predecessors landed on Guam in 1944 to liberate the island. 
“This is where everything took place – the landing, the invasion through the village,” he said. “So that is why it is an important day for us, for the island in itself.”
During the public event, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard commands participated with static displays and demonstrations. Personnel volunteered their time to discuss their missions and service in the military.

Senior Airman Patrick Taylor, of 736th Security Forces Squadron (SFS), said he was honored to be a part of the event and show the local community what his command is all about. Taylor and other 736th SFS personnel displayed an arsenal of weaponry, security equipment and surveillance equipment used at their command. 
“It’s good to see the people appreciate what we’re doing,” he said. “Serving now is a good way to look back at people who served before us.”
Lt. Mark Ziegler, of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25, helped families navigate their way through the command’s MH-60S Knighthawk. 

“It seems like the kids like to come out to these things,” he said. “They come out and check out the helicopter, get up front, check out the back and see what we do so it’s really a pleasure to have them and show them around and get excited to fly helicopters.” 

Ensign Richard Russell, of U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam, agreed with Ziegler as his command’s 25-foot response boat was bombarded with curious children. 

“So far we’ve had a lot of kids jumping on board and taking a look,” he said. “We’re just here to show what the Coast Guard’s all about and have fun.” 
Chief Construction Mechanic (SCW) James Sawyer, of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133, said the event was a good opportunity to teach the Guam community about the Seabees’ mission. 

“[We’re here] just to get the name of the Seabees out there and to let the American people know we are a construction unit and we help,” he said.
Navy spouse Brandi Frye said she was excited to be at the event and see what different organizations had to offer. 
“It think it’s great the local community gets to come out and see what we get to see every day,” she said. “Our husbands are in the Navy and we get to see the helicopter. It’s nice to see the young kids in the community come out and see what we’re all about.” 

Naval Base Guam Commanding Officer Capt. Richard Wood said he was impressed with the event. 

“It’s very nice, especially for the young kids to come out and see and understand what the military does,” he said. “Any time you get an opportunity to interact with the public, it’s a good thing for the Navy because we’re all citizens in addition to being Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors or Marines.”

Wood encouraged the military and local community to support one another in an effort to build a stronger and healthier partnership. 

“I think the armed services are so important to Guam and I think Guam is so important to the armed services,” he said. “This is just one way that the military and community have to interact.”
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-3209.
