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The Navy Region Southeast (NRSE) Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Department recently selected Larry Houdashelt as the 2011 MWR Practitioner of the Year and Billie Adkins as the MWR Manager of the Year from nominations submitted by Installation Program Directors.

Larry Houdashelt was nominated and awarded the 2011 NRSE MWR Practitioner of the Year for his excellent performance as the manager of Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola MWR Auto Skills Center. In addition to managing the NAS Pensacola Auto Skills Center, Houdashelt is responsible for the Non-appropriated Fund (NAF) vehicle program, two car wash and detail areas at NAS Pensacola and Corry Station, and administration of the Autorama vehicle sales lot and long term storage.

Key accomplishments include, but are not limited to: consolidating two Auto Skills sites into one area, supervising the installation and replacement of lifts, maintaining the latest certifications and training to facilitate the center's use of the latest programs and equipment, and meeting strict environmental standards for Auto Skills and car washes. Houdashelt’s achievements combined with his customer service skills, employee mentoring and passion for his job earned him the title of Practitioner of the Year.
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The 2011 NRSE MWR Manager of the Year award was awarded to Billie Adkins, Marina Manager at NAS Key West. A 20-year MWR employee, Adkins oversees all aspects of the Boca Chica Marina, Navigator's Bar and Grill, and Sigsbee Marina and serves as the Public Works liaison and special projects coordinator.

Adkins was the first MWR Marina Manager to be awarded the title of Certified Marina Manager (CMM) issued by the International Marina Institute and he is one of only 256 CMMs in the world to have earned this prestigious accreditation. In addition, Adkins is directly responsible for Boca Chica Marina being designated a "Clean Marina" for nine consecutive years and Sigsbee Marina for three consecutive years by the State of Florida's Department of Environmental Protection.

With his vast knowledge, experience and relationships within the marina industry, Adkins is now assisting with the development of Marina Manager training tailored to the needs of Navy Marinas and helping to create standards to improve Navy marinas worldwide.
