MWR Mayport celebrates the grand opening of a new Bingo facility // 25 Oct 2011
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The Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Department at Naval Station Mayport held a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the grand opening of the new dedicated Bingo Hall at Mayport Bowling Center on Oct. 25.

At its origination, Mayport Bowling Center consisted of 36 lanes however during the late 1990's, 12 lanes were removed and converted to inside storage. Until the recent renovation and move, the Bingo program was located in the Main Hall at Beachside Community Center where increasingly, MWR Mayport was holding large special events and hosting live entertainment. Frequent scheduling conflicts for the Special Events and Bingo programs resulted in the vision to find a new space for Bingo.

As a result of the vision from MWR leadership, the MWR Mayport Maintenance Staff and NAVFAC partnered together to completely update and upgrade the inside storage space at Mayport Bowling Center that had once housed 12 bowling lanes. The project involved new HVAC environmental controls, new carpet, a new ceiling, updated audio visual equipment, new cabinetry and additional electrical installation. A new calling station with numerous flat screen televisions, a new front counter for retail operations, new seating and tables, and a covered outside smoking area were also part of this exciting project.

After the relocation, the Bowling and Bingo programs benefit from shared administrative functions along with the convenience of Mayport Bowling Center's Fast Lanes Grille restaurant for food and beverage service. Beachside Community Center benefits as well because MWR can continue offering special events and entertainment with increased flexibility.
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