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CCoommmmeerrccee ffeessttiivvaall

Guam rocks out
with Tops in Blue

By JoAnna Delfin
Joint Region Edge Staff

Service members helped kick off
the holiday season by volunteering
at the Guam Chamber of Commerce
19th annual Christmas Festival at
Skinner Plaza in Hagatna, Guam,
Nov. 26. 

Military personnel alongside vol-
unteers from businesses and non-
profit organizations helped children
decorate cookies and cupcakes,
write letters to Santa, and ride the
holiday express train. 

“The military have supported us
in this capacity, not only because it
is an island-wide community event,
but because it is their way of shar-
ing their pride for our island, and
their commitment to teamwork and
unity on every level,” said Kris Lu-
jan, the festival co-chairperson.
“They were there in the planning
stages, logistical setup and break-
down, and came out strong in terms
of the manpower and support we
received on event day. We could not
have had such a successful event
without their support.”

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class

(SW/AW) Shivonne Willoughby, of
U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH)
Guam, organized the hospital’s vol-
unteer staff and was excited to take
part in the annual holiday celebra-
tion.  

“I think the event is a good thing
because it really brings the Christ-
mas spirit since the weather really
doesn’t change here,” she said.
“[Volunteering] does make you feel
like you have family even though
you may not know everyone inti-
mately. You feel like you’re at a fam-

By Staff Sgt. Alexandre
Montes
36th Wing Public Affairs

Arrive in Guam, check. Set up
stage, check. Rock the house, check.
Members of the U.S. Air Force en-
tertainment group, Tops in Blue,
performed Nov. 29 at the Universi-

ty of Guam Field House, Guam. 
Tops in Blue are the expedi-

tionary entertainment unit of the Air
Force, a vision created by retired
Col. Al Reily in 1953. For more
than 58 years they have entertained
military and civilians worldwide.
The traveling component is made

Rocking Out: Staff Sgt. Quentin Thomas, Tops in Blue vocalist, performs
during their “Rhythm Nation” tour Nov. 29 at the University of Guam Field
House in Mangilao, Guam. Tops in Blue serves as an expeditionary entertain-
ment unit and provides quality entertainment for the Air Force family while
simultaneously promoting community relations, supporting recruiting efforts,
and serving as ambassadors for the United States and the U.S. Air Force.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes/Released)

Holiday Train Ride: Hospitalman Dene Brown, U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, helps children get seated at the holi-
day express train station during the Guam Chamber of Commerce's 19th annual Christmas Festival at Skinner Plaza
in Hagatna Nov. 26. This  year's event, themed 'The Gift of Christmas', kicks-off the 38 Nights of Christmas Lights.
(U.S. Navy photo by JoAnna Delfin/Released)

See Festival, Page 8

See Blues, Page 8
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Joint Region Edge is an authorized publica-
tion for overseas members of the U.S. military
and their families. Contents of this publication
are not necessarily the official views of, or en-
dorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Depart-
ment of Defense, or Guam Publications, Inc. The
appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not consti-
tute endorsement by the Department of Defense,
Commander,Joint Region Marianas of the products
or services advertised. Everything advertised in this
publication shall be made available for purchase, use,
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical hand-
icap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Joint Region Edge is
published by Guam Publications, Inc., a private firm
in no way connected with the Department of Defense,
the U.S. Navy, or the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive
contract with the Commander, Navy Region Mari-
anas, located in Bldg. 200. Editorial material is due at
noon on the Thursday beforepublication date. All

classified advertisements are due no later than 3 p.m.
on the Tuesday the week prior to publication. Joint
Region Edge reserves the right to edit, rewrite or re-
ject material submitted for publication. 
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Deputy Commander, Joint Region 
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By Legalman 3rd Class
Christina Oliver
Naval Legal Service Office 
Pacific Detachment Guam

When transferring from one loca-
tion to another most places, not includ-
ing foreign countries, have laws in
place that allows service members to
keep their state driver’s license. In some
cases, this can apply to family mem-
bers too. Unfortunately, Guam does
not have such laws. We know this can

serve as an inconvenience especially
with a full plate of other permanent
change of station requirements and pa-
perwork. 

According to the Guam Code An-
notated, title 16, new residents have
30 days upon arrival to apply for a
Guam driver’s license. New residents
are those who will be living here for an
extended period of time, such as those
of us staying on Guam for over a year.
This rule also applies to family mem-
bers. For those who are not staying in

Guam for over a year but longer then
30 days, there is the option of an ex-
tension that will allow you to keep
your out-of-state license longer, for a
small $25 fee which will have to be
submitted and paid for at the Guam
Revenue and Taxation office in Barri-
gada. 

Many believe that the Service mem-
bers Civil Relief Act of 2003 or Mili-
tary Spouse Residency Relief Act
(MSRRA) can exempt service mem-
bers and their dependents from having

to adhere to this rule. This is not true.
Neither act has the ability to override
state and local regulations for a dri-
ver’s license. The MSRRAonly cov-
ers voting rights, state income tax lia-
bility, and limited real estate issues. 

The good news is that as long as
your state driver’s license is still valid
(i.e. not expired or otherwise revoked
or suspended) you will not be required
to take the written or driver’s exam.
The process is relatively simple, and the
application can be downloaded from

the Guam Revenue and Taxation Web
site, http://www.govguamdocs.com. 

Here at the Navy Legal Service Of-
fice, upholding our tradition as the Best
Advice in Paradise, we can’t stress
enough the importance of obeying the
law, and the last thing anyone wants on
their record is being accused of driv-
ing without a license and having to
pay large fees because of it. If you have
any questions or concerns, please con-
tact our office at 333-2061/2. Drive
safe.

Guam driver’s license mandatory for service members, dependents

By Senior Airman Carlin
Leslie
36th Wing Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Jason Smith, 36th Wing
chapel program support non-com-
missioned officer in charge, was
awarded Andersen’s Best on Ander-
sen Air Force Base (AFB) Nov. 17.

Smith led chapel renovations of

more than $5 million in construction
for three of the chapel facilities, en-
hancing the chapel’s ability to pro-
vide outstanding services to the en-
tire Andersen community.

He also ensured the continued
success of chapel programs by re-
viewing and coordinating 12 chapel
contracts totaling $124,000..

“Sgt. Jason Smith is responsible

for all chapel funding and contracts
valued at $500,000 in chapel tithes
and offerings as well as appropriat-
ed funds and all facility maintenance
and scheduling for four chapel facil-
ities valued at $1.2 million,” said
Lt. Col. Donnette Boyd, 36th Wing
chaplain. “Sgt. Smith also serves as
the chapel exercise evaluator and
the key point of contact for all infor-

mation and technology systems
within the four chapel facilities. He
is the backbone of the spiritual care
provided for Team Andersen.” 

Smith also volunteered nine hours
for Airmen Against Drunk Driving,
saving six Airmen from possible fa-
tal mishaps.

Andersen’s Best is a recognition
program which highlights a top per-

former from the 36th Wing. Each
week, supervisors nominate a mem-
ber of their team for outstanding
performance and the wing com-
mander presents the selected Air-
man/civilian with an award.

To nominate your Airman for An-
dersen’s Best, contact your unit chief
or superintendent explaining their
accomplishments.

Andersen’s Best: Staff Sgt. Jason Smith

Job Well Done: Staff Sgt. Jason Smith, 36th Wing chapel program support non-commissioned officer in charge, was awarded Andersen’s Best on Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 17. Andersen’s
Best is a recognition program which highlights a top performer from the 36th Wing. Each week, supervisors nominate a member of their team for outstanding performance and the wing command-
er presents the selected Airman/civilian with an award. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin Leslie/Released)
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News Notes 

JJoobb AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
Interested individuals can view the vacancy listings at
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Marianas/index.htm or at
https://chart.donhr.navy.mil. For more information, call
349-6119/2224.

CChhrriissttmmaass MMaaiilliinngg DDaatteess
The United States Postal Service wants to be sure your
loved ones receive mail from you on time. Please see
the following postal dates to mail out packages for the
holiday season: From Guam to the U.S. Mainland–First
class/priority mail, Dec. 16, express mail, Dec. 20;
Hawaii–First class/priority mail, Dec. 19, express mail,
Dec. 21; Saipan–First class/priority mail, Dec. 17,
express mail, Dec. 21; Federated States of Micronesia,
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Palau–First
class/priority mail, Dec. 12, express mail, Dec. 19;
APOs and FPOs–First class/priority mail, Dec. 10,
express mail, Dec. 15; International–First class/priority
mail, Dec. 10, and express mail, Dec. 15. Visit
www.usps.com for more information. 

DDOODD BBoonnee MMaarrrrooww RReeggiissttrryy
DDrriivvee
The “C.W. Bill Young DoD Bone Marrow Registry
Drive” is scheduled today through Dec. 4. The drive
will be conducted at the following places: 

Andersen Air Force Base Exchange: Dec. 2-4 from 9
a.m.-8 p.m.

Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station Navy
Exchange: Dec. 2-4 from 9:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Monday-
Saturday, and Sunday from 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Charles King Fitness Center: Dec. 2- 4 from 3-8 p.m.

Andersen Clinic (Public Health Office): Dec. 2 from 8
a.m.-5 p.m. 

U.S. Naval Base Guam Navy Exchange Main Complex:
Dec. 2-3 from 10 a.m-7 p.m. and Dec. 4 from 10
a.m.-6 p.m. 

Coral Reef Fitness Center: Dec. 2 from 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
and Dec. 3-4 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. Andrew
Hughes at 366-1890.  

UU..SS.. NNaavvyy WWaatteerr QQuuaalliittyy RReeppoorrtt
AAvvaaiillaabbllee OOnnlliinnee
The Safe Drinking Water Act requires the U.S. Navy
Water System to issue an annual report on water qual-
ity. If you would like to learn more about U.S. Naval
Base Guam’s drinking water, the 2010 U.S. Navy Water
System Water Quality Report is now available online at
www.cnic.navy.mil/marianas.

AAiirr FFoorrccee OOffffiiccee ooff SSppeecciiaall
IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss RReeccrruuiittiinngg EEffffoorrtt
The Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) is
looking for enlisted Airmen for special-agent duty
once they have first served in another career field.
Those eligible are staff sergeants with less than 10
years time in service, technical sergeants with less than
one year time in grade and less than 11 years time in
service. Senior Airmen are accepted on a case-by-case
basis. If you have a line number for staff sergeant, you
will be considered as one. First-term Airmen are
releasable from their current career field but must be
within their retraining window. Career Airmen are
releasable with the approval of their career field man-
ager. Current active-duty officers may also retrain into
AFOSI from most career fields. Applications can be
accepted 10-13 months prior to date eligible for
return from overseas (DEROS). Those interested in a
career as an AFOSI special agent can contact AFOSI
Det. 602 on Andersen Air Force Base at 366-2987 for
a recruitment package. For more information, visit
http://www.osi.andrews.af.mil.

U.S. Naval Base Guam Housing Security Measures
While the incidents of crime in Navy family housing
are low, U.S. Naval Base Guam recommends housing
residents implement the following prevention meas-
ures:
• Ensure that all doors, windows, garages and vehicles
are locked at all times.
• Turn on all outside lighting at night.
• Secure all valuable items. Do not leave valuable
items that are in your home in plain sight to someone
outside looking in through a window or door. Evaluate

your home from the outside for things that might
tempt a thief. Consider closing blinds and curtains to
make it difficult for a thief to see valuable items.
• Report broken locks and lighting to the Housing
Help Desk and follow up if there is not a prompt
response.
• Report suspicious activity in the community – day or
night – to the Security Department at 911 or 339-
3414.

CCooaalliittiioonn ooff SSaaiilloorrss AAggaaiinnsstt
DDeessttrruuccttiivvee DDeecciissiioonn
The Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decision
(CSADD) Program provides an additional resource and
communication took that facilitates positive Sailor
interaction and complements a commander’s message
directing proper conduct both on and off duty. For
more information about this program, contact Joint
Region Marianas CSADD Team Leader Chief Logistics
Specialist (SW/AW) June Magaling at 349-1238 or
June.Magaling@fe.navy.mil. 

UUSSPPSS NNaavvaall SSttaattiioonn BBuussiinneessss
HHoouurrss
The United States Postal Service location in Barracks 4
on U.S. Naval Base Guam is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-3 p.m. and closed
on Saturdays, Sundays and federal holidays. 

SSaaffeettyy HHoottlliinnee
Naval Base Guam and Andersen Air Force Base service
members, dependents and personnel are encouraged
to report any unsafe or unhealthful incidents and situ-
ations to their respective installation safety hotlines.
The base safety office will promptly investigate all
reports. On NBG, call 339-SAFE (7233) or 777-1809
during non-duty hours. On Andersen AFB, call 366-
SAFE (7233) or 366-2981 during non-duty hours. 

KKeeyy SSppoouussee TTrraaiinniinngg
The Airman and Family Readiness Center on Andersen
Air Force Base offers both initial and quarterly Key
Spouse Training. Key spouses are appointed by unit
commanders to provide assistance to families of mem-
bers who are currently deployed. For more informa-
tion, call 366-8136.

By Senior Airman Veronica
McMahon
36th Wing Public Affairs

Team Andersen will make the
annual yuletide pilgrimage known
as Rota Walk from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Dec. 17, on Rota Drive in Ander-
sen Air Force Base (AFB) housing.  

Though it began as a friendly
competition, Rota Walk soon
evolved into a time-honored tra-
dition. Every year, leadership resid-
ing throughout Rota Drive will il-
luminate the street with extrava-
gant Christmas lights and decora-
tions that show off their organiza-
tions’ mission.

This year, roughly 50 houses
will be decorated and equipped
with food, beverages and season-
al activities.  

“Rota Walk is a continuation of
a tradition that dates back to Ander-
sen’s earliest years,” said 2nd Lt.
Tomika Smith, 36th Force Support
Squadron and a Rota Walk coordi-
nator. “It gives Team Andersen a
chance to go all out and decorate
their houses, give out small gifts,
and sort of bring a Christmas feel

to such a tropical island”. 
Majority of the houses are occu-

pied by base leadership, but some

are sponsored by groups and or-
ganizations. There will be enter-
tainment provided by the Andersen

Elementary School choir, the
Guam High School Band and 36th
Wing chapel choir.  

According to Dr. John Treiber,
former 36th Wing historian, Rota
Walk is a direct continuation of
celebrating and decorating for
Christmas stretching back to An-
dersen’s earliest days. In the mid-
1950s the base sponsored compe-
titions for the best-decorated hous-
es, barracks and units for which
prizes were routinely awarded.  

There is no recorded mention
of Andersen’s venerable holiday
tradition before 1986, and under-
standing just when and how it be-
gan has perpetually been difficult
for researchers. For example, in
December1996 the Andersen
newspaper claimed that Rota Walk
was celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary, meaning that the event start-
ed in 1986. However, in December
2001 the base paper stated that the
tradition had reached 20 years,
bringing the origin back to the be-
ginning of the 1980s. 

Parking at Sunrise Conference
Center will be restricted to those
with valid handicap stickers, distin-
guished visitors, and all other guest
who are not Rota Drive residents.
For more information, contact Maj.
Jacob Kremmel at 366-5025.

Rota Drive Walk: a history, celebration 

Christmas Tradition: A child admires an illuminated street during Rota Walk December 2010. Rota Walk is an
annual pilgrimage down Rota Drive on Andersen Air Force Base, and one of Team Andersen’s most beloved tradi-
tions. (Photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force)
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5Left: Sailors assigned to the submarine tender USS
Frank Cable (AS 40) come together for Thanksgiving
potluck hosted by the Junior Enlisted Association
(JEA) at the bachelor enlisted quarters on U.S. Naval
Base Guam Nov. 25. Frank Cable conducts mainte-
nance and support of submarines and surface vessels
deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class (SW) Gabrielle Blake/Released)

Below: Personnel Specialist 3rd Class (SW) Beverly
Cadiente, assigned to the submarine tender USS
Frank Cable (AS 40), dishes out food during a
Thanksgiving potluck at the bachelor enlisted quarters
on U.S. Naval Base Guam Nov. 25. Frank Cable’s
Junior Enlisted Association (JEA) hosted the dinner in
the barracks for single Sailors.  Frank Cable conducts
maintenance and support of submarines and surface
vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of respon-
sibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Gabrielle Blake/Released)

Frank Cable Sailors celebrate Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving Feast: Sailors assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) come together for a Thanksgiving potluck host-
ed by the Junior Enlisted Association (JEA) for single Sailors at the bachelor enlisted quarters on U.S. Naval Base Guam Nov. 25. Frank
Cable conducts maintenance and support of submarines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Gabrielle Blake/Released)

Grabbing some Grub: Logistics Specialist 3rd
Class Eric Valadez, assigned to the submarine tender
USS Frank Cable (AS 40), serves food during a
Thanksgiving potluck at the bachelor enlisted quarters
on U.S. Naval Base Guam Nov. 25. Frank Cable’s
Junior Enlisted Association hosted the dinner for sin-
gle Sailors on Guam. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gabrielle Blake)
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Above: Senior Chief Hull Maintenance Technician (SW) Mark Williams, assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS
40), presents a check on behalf of the Chief Petty Officer Association, First Class Petty Officer Association, Second Class Petty
Officer Association, and Junior Enlisted Association to Ms. Leigh Graham, Guam United Service Organization (USO) director, dur-
ing a Thanksgiving celebration at the USO center in Tumon Nov. 24. Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support of submarines
and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st
Class Melvin Nobeza)

Thanksgiving at the USO

Above: Service members and family members, bow in prayer during a Thanksgiving celebration at the United Service
Organization (USO) center in Tumon Nov. 24. The Guam USO provided a free Thanksgiving dinner to service members and
families as part of their ‘Away From Home for the Holidays’ initiative. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st
Class Melvin Nobeza)

Right: Capt. Richard Wood, U.S. Naval Base Guam commanding officer, selects a variety of food served during a
Thanksgiving celebration at the United Service Organization (USO) center in Tumon Nov. 24. The Guam USO provided a free
Thanksgiving dinner to service members and families as part of their ‘Away From Home for the Holidays’ initiative. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza)

Above: Col. Donald R. Drechsler, vice commander of the 36th
Wing, Andersen Air Force Base, celebrates a Thanksgiving feast
at the United Service Organization (USO) center in Tumon Nov.
24. The Guam USO provided a free Thanksgiving dinner to serv-
ice members and families as part of their ‘Away From Home for
the Holidays’ initiative. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza)

 



By Kevin D. Evans
Joint Region Marianas Energy Manager

Now that Thanksgiving Day is over and
we’ve waddled away from the kitchen and in-
to the family room to ponder holiday deco-
rations for the season I’ll share some great hol-
iday energy saving s tips. Ho! Ho! Ho! En-
ergy-efficient holiday lighting can be both
festive and frugal. Holiday lighting is a tra-
dition of the season, but, those festive little
lights can still turn one into a bitter Ebenez-
er Scrooge when the electricity bill rolls in.
To avoid a ‘bah humbug’ attitude, take an
energy efficient look at the bulbs you’re
stringing on your trees and on the eaves of
your home. 

Large, traditional colored bulbs could be
costing you a bundle. While most C7 or C9
incandescent lights use 5 to 7 watts per bulb,
some of the older strings use up to 10 watts

per bulb. Consider buying new miniature
Light Emitting Diode (LED) lights, which
use about 70
percent less en-
ergy and last
much longer
than the larger
bulbs. If you
prefer the bril-
liance of the
larger lights,
switch to 5-watt bulbs, which use about 30
percent less energy than 7- to 10-watt bulbs.
For both indoors and outdoors, LED holiday
lights are now available in green, orange,
gold, red, white and blue. They’re shatter-
proof, shock resistant, safer to touch, and
won’t burn your hands. They also present lit-
tle to no fire hazard, save up to 80-90 percent
of your energy costs, and are long-lasting. 

To avoid accidentally leaving your lights
on and running up your electric bill unneces-

sarily, use an automatic timer, both in and out-
doors. You’ll remove the burden of turning

the lights on and off and avoid leaving
them on all night or during the daylight
hours. Just make sure that the timer you
use is rated to handle the total wattage of
your lights. Remember, if you live in
base housing, please comply with their
annual housing decorations bulletin. 

Safety should play an important role
in your holiday decorating. Here are a

few suggestions. Ensure all lights contain
the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) label
which ensures they meet UL safety require-
ments. While you’re reading labels, be sure
you’re buying the right set for indoor use,
outdoor use, or both. Before decorating,
check all light sets for frayed wires, damaged
sockets, or cracked insulation. If you find
any defects, replace the entire set. All outdoor
cords, plugs and sockets must be weather-
proof. Keep electrical connections off the

ground, and make sure wiring is kept clear
of drainpipes and railings to prevent any risk
of shock. 

Dry Christmas trees can be fire hazards,
so please, keep trees well watered and keep
extension cords and light strings away from
the water. Light your tree only when you are
at home and awake to enjoy it. If you’re in
the mood for a holiday that’s old-fashioned
and more energy efficient, consider decorat-
ing this year’s tree with edible ornaments, like
gingerbread men, candy canes, and strings of
popcorn and cranberries. 

No matter whether you’re in competition
to have the best and brightest lighting or tree
display on the block, or you’re simply look-
ing for an ambience, please keep energy ef-
ficiency in mind. It’s a gift you can enjoy all
yearlong in your family energy budget. Hap-
py holidays, be safe in your home, and have
an energy-aware and happy holidays.
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Keep energy in mind this holiday season

What is your favorite holiday song?
“I saw Mommy
Kissing Santa
Claus”

Senior Airman
Daniel Wiltse,
554th REDHORSE

“Jingle Bells”

Sgt. Jonathan
Smoak-McFarland,
1st Small Communi-
cations Squadron 

“Jingle Bell Rock”

Lance Cpl. Jon
Large, 1st Small
Communications
Squadron

“My favorite holi-
day song is
‘Noel.’”

Christian Trevino,
Army Spouse

“My favorite holiday
song is Trans Siber-
ian Orchestra’s
‘Wizards in Win-
ter.’” 

Master-at-Arms 3rd
Class (EXW) Daniel
Dwire, Maritime Ex-
peditionary Security
Squadron 7

“My favorite holi-
day song is ‘I’m
Dreaming of a
White Christ-
mas.’”

Master-at-Arms 2nd
Class (EXW) Justin
Suedekum, U.S
Naval Base Guam
Security



family function.” 
Hospitalman Corpsman Seaman

Recruit Deandre Redmond, of
USNH, echoed Willoughby’s sen-
timents and shared why he decided
to volunteer at the island festival.

“I’m very family-oriented so
when I heard there was a Christmas
opportunity going on and families
were going to be joined together, it
felt like it would bring me closer to-
gether and remind me of my fami-
ly,” Redomond said.

Dozens of parents and children
wrote letters to Santa, visited Mr.
and Mrs. Claus at Santa’s Toy
Shoppe, decorated cookies and cup-
cakes, took a spin on the holiday
express train, and enjoyed entertain-
ment from various local groups. The
highlight of the night came as at-
tendees counted down to the light-
ing of the Christmas tree towering
over the plaza. 

The Guam National Guard
(GUNG) set up their rock wall for
attendees to climb during the event.
Capt. Melvin Pilarca, of the GUNG
Counterdrug Program, said he was
thrilled to see great participation
from the local and military commu-
nities. 

“We’re definitely doing better this
year and the last few years helping
out the community a little more in
any event,” he said. “Definitely all

of us here today is showing that the
military is not just all guns and bul-
lets, we’re here to help the commu-
nity out.”  

Though far from home, Hospi-
talman Dene Brown, of USNH, said
she was pleased to see families
spending time together and the re-
sponse from the community made it
worth her time to volunteer. 

“The local community gives a lot

to the hospital and to the military,”
she said. “I think it’s a great idea
and it helps with camaraderie here
on the island to give back and it’s
wonderful to see the kids happy and
excited.” 

-Gunnery Sgt. Jamie Hernandez,
of Marine Forces Pacific (Fwd)
Guam and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas Islands, said
volunteering helped his family grow

closer together as they are away
from loved ones.

“My family and I have been so
fortunate that the Marines sent us
here it because helps us build a
stronger relationship and it helps us
reach out the community and make
long-lasting friends here,” he said. 

Chief Utilitiesman (SCW)
Miguel Fernandez, of Naval Mo-
bile Construction Battalion 40,
agreed with Hernandez and added

why he thinks it’s important for
service members to volunteer. 

“It allows us to bring the holiday
spirit to others when we’re out
there giving that compassion,” he
said. “Getting out there and vol-
unteering helps break the isolation
some feel when they’re deployed
and away from home. It brings us
the satisfaction that we’re still part
of the holiday spirit.” 

up of 30 to 45 enlisted military
members selected for their musical,
theatrical and technical talents.

“This year we are showcasing
our ‘Rhythm Nation,’world tour to
more than 20 countries, with close
to 140 performances in a 10 month
span that include Air Force and
Joint Military Bases,” said Staff
Sgt. Rosalyn Moody, Tops in Blue

vocalist from the 436th Aerial Port
Squadron, Dover Air Force Base
(AFB), Del.

More than 750 Guam residents,
military members and dependents
cheered as the Tops in Blue gave
an energetic, visual and musically
str iking performance.  The
“Rhythm Nation” theme is made
up of music from the early 1900s
to today’s hit songs. Throughout

the performance members of Tops
in Blue walked among the crowd
to interact with, dance and sere-
nade.

“My daughter was very happy
she was serenaded, and as a mom
with a son in the National Guard,
they did an extra ordinary job for
us parents and we appreciate
everything they have done,” said
Barbara Ignacio, a Guam resident.

This was the first time Tops in
Blue performed in the local com-
munity. From the audience’s reac-
tion and words, this is one per-
formance that will be remembered
for quite some time. 

“Tops in Blue are amazing, nev-
er thought in a million years how
awesome they would be,” said
Staff Sgt. Steve Easter, 36th Wing
Equal Opportunity Office.

Ending the show with the warm
goodbye, members proceeded to
tear down the stage and lighting.
After their stop in Guam, Tops in
Blue will travel to Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam AFB, Hawaii, and
continue their tour.

For more information concern-
ing performance schedule, audi-
tions or ideas for Tops in Blue vis-
it www.topsinblue.com.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Cupcakes: Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (SW/AW) Luigi Cuzzi, USS
Frank Cable (AS 40), decorates cupcakes to be distributed at the Guam
Chamber of Commerce's 19th annual Christmas Festival at Skinner Plaza in
Hagatna Nov. 26. This  year's event, themed The Gift of Christmas, kicks off
the 38 Nights of Christmas Lights. (U.S. Navy photo by JoAnna
Delfin/Released)

Right: Airman 1st Class Ryan Ratkowski, Tops in Blue saxophone musician,
performs during their “Rhythm Nation” tour Nov. 29 at the University of
Guam Field House in Mangilao, Guam. Tops in Blue serves as an expedi-
tionary entertainment unit and provides quality entertainment for the Air Force
family while simultaneously promoting community relations, supporting
recruiting efforts, and serving as ambassadors for the United States and the
U.S. Air Force. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandre
Montes/Released)

Above: Members of the U.S Air Force Tops in Blue perform during their "Rhythm Nation" tour Nov. 29 at the
University of Guam Field House in Mangilao, Guam. Tops in Blue serves as an expeditionary entertainment unit and
provides quality entertainment for the Air Force family while simultaneously promoting community relations, support-
ing recruiting efforts, and serving as ambassadors for the United States and the U.S. Air Force. (U.S. Air Force photo
by Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes/Released)

Festival: Service members enjoy helping community

Blues: Energetic group pleases audience

Off to See Santa: Children take a short ride in the holiday express train
during the Guam Chamber of Commerce's 19th annual Christmas Festival at
the Skinner Plaza in Hagatna Nov. 26. This year's theme The Gift of
Christmas kicks off the 38 Nights of Christmas Lights. (U.S. Navy photo by
JoAnna Delfin/Released)
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From 72nd Air Base Wing Al-
cohol Drug Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Office

The holiday season is upon us,
and it’s a time when many people
find themselves celebrating at par-
ties where alcoholic beverages are
being served. Therefore, it is impor-
tant that everyone know what they
are dealing with when it comes to
consuming alcohol.

The National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Administration re-
ported 1.4 million driving-under-
the-influence (DUI) arrests and
drunk drivers claimed the lives of
10,839 people in 2009. Binge drink-
ing and drinking and driving are
more likely to occur during the hol-
iday season when people are off

work and celebrating the season. 
Binge drinking is drinking to get

drunk, and is defined as five or
more drinks for a man and four or
more drinks for a woman in a two-
hour period. What is a drink? One
drink is 1.5 ounces of distilled liquor,
5 ounces of wine or 12 ounces of
beer.

According to health officials,
some of the consequences of binge
drinking are death from alcohol poi-
soning, aspiration and heart arrhyth-
mias. Binge drinking is also linked
to legal problems such as DUIs,
public intoxication, drunk and dis-
orderly, domestic violence and as-
saults. Prolonged or heavy use can
lead to liver damage and heart dis-
ease. Alcohol is rapidly absorbed
into the bloodstream, initially caus-
ing disinhibition, then acting as a

depressant. A hangover from the
night before is a sign that the body
is going through withdrawal from al-
cohol.

One unfortunate consequence of
the holiday season is a sharp in-
crease in alcohol-related accidents
and deaths. Many partygoers don’t
drink often, leaving them with low
tolerance and more vulnerability to
the alcohol’s effects, officials said. At
the other extreme are problem
drinkers who find plenty of social
occasions to drink and may feel less
inhibited at parties where alcohol is
liberally served. Not to mention,
most of these folks more than like-
ly are drinking and driving. 

If you are hosting a party and
serving alcohol, here are some steps
to ensure that all guests are com-
fortable and that alcohol does not

become a problem:
Never pressure anyone to have a

drink;
• Offer a selection of non-alco-

holic beverages as well as plenty of
food;

• Stop serving alcohol at least
one hour before the party ends;

• Don’t serve alcohol to an in-
toxicated guest;

• Don’t let anyone who is drunk
or had more than the recommend-
ed drinking drive home; and

• Promote having a plan and a
designated driver prior to attending
the party.

Because individuals are so dif-
ferent, it is difficult to give specific
advice about drinking. But certain
facts are clear, there’s no way to
speed up the brain’s recovery from
alcohol and no way to make good

decisions when you are drinking too
much, too fast.

So this holiday season, do not
underestimate the effects of alco-
hol. If you drink have a plan:

• Set limits, no more than three
drinks for the evening. Keep count;

• Pace yourself. Have “drink
spacers” — make every other drink
a nonalcoholic one

• Call a taxi/friend/family mem-
ber/supervisor; an

• Have a designated driver.
Lastly, consider the conse-

quences of an arrest or a potential-
ly fatal crash, and make plans to
get home safely and remember that
a designated driver is someone who
hasn’t had any alcohol, not simply
the person in your group who drank
the least. Have a safe holiday sea-
son.

‘A Little to the Left’: A pre-cast tilt-up panel is slowly positioned into its
place as part of the vertical special capabilities (VSC) warehouse in North
West Field at Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 22. The VSC is a one-year proj-
ect being built with pre-cast tilt-up panels, and when complete the building will
be a storage for specialized construction equipment. (Photo courtesy of the
U.S. Air Force)

554th REDHORSE lifts last VSC walls

Special Guest: Brig. Gen. John Doucette, 36th Wing commander, speaks with members of 554th REDHORSE
squadron during an on-site visit to the vertical special capabilities (VSC) warehouse in North West Field at Andersen
Air Force Base Nov. 22. The VSC is a one-year project being built with pre-cast tilt-up panels, and when complete
the building will be storage for specialized construction equipment. (Photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force)

Binge drinking often a problem during holidays
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By Senior Airman 
Veronica McMahon
36th Wing Public Affairs

More than 140 Air Force re-
servists from the 13th Reconnais-
sance Squadron (RS) based at
Beale Air Force Base (AFB),
Calif., were deployed to Andersen
Air Force Base (AFB), joining
active-duty Global Hawk detach-
ment members in training on the
remotely-piloted aircraft (RPA).   

The 13th RS reservists work
with  active-duty detachment
members at Andersen regularly
from different locations in con-
joined efforts to pilot the aircraft
around the world. This deploy-
ment allowed the reservists to see
the Andersen portion first-hand
and integrate with their active-
duty counterparts.  

“This is our first deployment as
a new unit,” said Maj. Sinclair,
13th RS reservist deployed to An-
dersen. “We are out here to get
some training in for our reservists
on the Global Hawk and integrate
into a forward deployed loca-
tion.”

The Global Hawk takes off at
Andersen with Team Andersen
Airmen controlling the system.
After about an hour in the air, the
13th RS reservist Airmen take
control over the RPA from Beale
for the length of the mission un-
til it comes time for landing when
Andersen Airmen again take con-
trol.   

“At Beale we take the airplane
once it is already airborne and fly
it to where it needs to go to take
the pictures it needs to take,” Sin-
clair said. “All our aircrafts are
currently deployed, so that is one
of the reasons we are here in
Guam because this is one of the
places are airplanes are located.” 

Sinclair said such training is a
great representation of total force
integration.

“We are a reserve unit and we
also brought members from the
California Air National Guard,
and then there is the active duty
that is here full time,” Sinclair
said. “We come out here and in-
tegrate seamlessly with the pilots
and fly the missions. As far as to-
tal force, we are able to come in
here, help the mission, and work
together seamlessly, all doing the
same job.”

The RQ-4 Global Hawk is a
high-altitude, long-endurance un-
manned aircraft system with an

integrated sensor suite that pro-
vides intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance capability
worldwide. Global Hawk’s mis-
sion is to provide a broad spec-
trum of intelligence surveillance
and reconnaissance collection ca-
pability to support joint combat-
ant forces during worldwide
peacetime, contingency and
wartime operations. The Global
Hawk complements manned and
space reconnaissance systems by
providing near-real-time cover-
age using imagery intelligence
sensors. 

“It’s an aircraft that we can
send anywhere in the world and
it goes and takes pictures of
whatever the congress or DoD
(Department of Defense) tasked
us to take pictures of and pro-
vide the intelligence that they
need,” Sinclair said. “We can al-
so assist with natural disasters
and go and find people. We don’t
have the restrictions that manned
aircrafts have.”

This integration has been ben-
eficial to both the reservists and
the active-duty members.   

“Active-duty members get
worked a lot, and in case we have
a surge situation and we need to
plus up, we are able to,” said
Maj. Summer, 13th RS reservist
deployed to Andersen. 

The squadron was deployed to
Andersen for a month but re-
servists rotated in two-week in-
tervals, allowing them to gain
useful information and necessary
on-the-job training. 

“Some of the reservists have
learned more in two weeks here
then they would have in two
years back home,” Summer said.
“They have been exposed to a
lot of different things here that
they can take back home and
we’re able to see it from Ander-
sen’s side of the coin.” 

While this was the first de-
ployment here by the 13th RS it
won’t be their last. 

“We are trying to integrate a
continuous force for us to come
out here every year and bring
people to Guam to continue train-
ing and integrate to the local sit-
uation,” Sinclair said.  “We
brought our reservists out here
and they have gotten to see
hands-on what they are doing.
It’s been a great learning experi-
ence for all of us.

13th Reconnaissance Squadron reservists join Team Andersen for Global Hawk training 

Above: A RQ-4 Global Hawk waits to take off on the flight line at
Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 14. The RQ-4 is a remotely-piloted air-
craft that requires a pilot and sensor operator to provide all the neces-
sary information to fly. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin
Leslie/Released

Top Right: A member of the 13th Reconnaissance Squadron follows
an RQ-4 Global Hawk during taxi in a chase vehicle known as the ‘Hawk
Eye’ at Andersen Air Force Base Nov.14. The chase vehicle ensures the
taxi way is clear during taxi and is on the correct path for takeoff. (U.S.
Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin Leslie/Released)

Right: Maintenance members of the 13th Reconnaissance Squadron
(RS) and Detachment 3, perform routine maintenance on an RQ-4
Global Hawk at Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) Nov. 14. The 13th RS
reservists are deployed to Andersen for the first time to receive hands-
on training. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin
Leslie/Released)
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By Senior Airman 
Veronica McMahon
36th Wing Public Affairs

More than 140 Air Force re-
servists from the 13th Reconnais-
sance Squadron (RS) based at
Beale Air Force Base (AFB),
Calif., were deployed to Andersen
Air Force Base (AFB), joining
active-duty Global Hawk detach-
ment members in training on the
remotely-piloted aircraft (RPA).   

The 13th RS reservists work
with  active-duty detachment
members at Andersen regularly
from different locations in con-
joined efforts to pilot the aircraft
around the world. This deploy-
ment allowed the reservists to see
the Andersen portion first-hand
and integrate with their active-
duty counterparts.  

“This is our first deployment as
a new unit,” said Maj. Sinclair,
13th RS reservist deployed to An-
dersen. “We are out here to get
some training in for our reservists
on the Global Hawk and integrate
into a forward deployed loca-
tion.”

The Global Hawk takes off at
Andersen with Team Andersen
Airmen controlling the system.
After about an hour in the air, the
13th RS reservist Airmen take
control over the RPA from Beale
for the length of the mission un-
til it comes time for landing when
Andersen Airmen again take con-
trol.   

“At Beale we take the airplane
once it is already airborne and fly
it to where it needs to go to take
the pictures it needs to take,” Sin-
clair said. “All our aircrafts are
currently deployed, so that is one
of the reasons we are here in
Guam because this is one of the
places are airplanes are located.” 

Sinclair said such training is a
great representation of total force
integration.

“We are a reserve unit and we
also brought members from the
California Air National Guard,
and then there is the active duty
that is here full time,” Sinclair
said. “We come out here and in-
tegrate seamlessly with the pilots
and fly the missions. As far as to-
tal force, we are able to come in
here, help the mission, and work
together seamlessly, all doing the
same job.”

The RQ-4 Global Hawk is a
high-altitude, long-endurance un-
manned aircraft system with an

integrated sensor suite that pro-
vides intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance capability
worldwide. Global Hawk’s mis-
sion is to provide a broad spec-
trum of intelligence surveillance
and reconnaissance collection ca-
pability to support joint combat-
ant forces during worldwide
peacetime, contingency and
wartime operations. The Global
Hawk complements manned and
space reconnaissance systems by
providing near-real-time cover-
age using imagery intelligence
sensors. 

“It’s an aircraft that we can
send anywhere in the world and
it goes and takes pictures of
whatever the congress or DoD
(Department of Defense) tasked
us to take pictures of and pro-
vide the intelligence that they
need,” Sinclair said. “We can al-
so assist with natural disasters
and go and find people. We don’t
have the restrictions that manned
aircrafts have.”

This integration has been ben-
eficial to both the reservists and
the active-duty members.   

“Active-duty members get
worked a lot, and in case we have
a surge situation and we need to
plus up, we are able to,” said
Maj. Summer, 13th RS reservist
deployed to Andersen. 

The squadron was deployed to
Andersen for a month but re-
servists rotated in two-week in-
tervals, allowing them to gain
useful information and necessary
on-the-job training. 

“Some of the reservists have
learned more in two weeks here
then they would have in two
years back home,” Summer said.
“They have been exposed to a
lot of different things here that
they can take back home and
we’re able to see it from Ander-
sen’s side of the coin.” 

While this was the first de-
ployment here by the 13th RS it
won’t be their last. 

“We are trying to integrate a
continuous force for us to come
out here every year and bring
people to Guam to continue train-
ing and integrate to the local sit-
uation,” Sinclair said.  “We
brought our reservists out here
and they have gotten to see
hands-on what they are doing.
It’s been a great learning experi-
ence for all of us.

13th Reconnaissance Squadron reservists join Team Andersen for Global Hawk training 

Above: A RQ-4 Global Hawk waits to take off on the flight line at
Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 14. The RQ-4 is a remotely-piloted air-
craft that requires a pilot and sensor operator to provide all the neces-
sary information to fly. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin
Leslie/Released

Top Right: A member of the 13th Reconnaissance Squadron follows
an RQ-4 Global Hawk during taxi in a chase vehicle known as the ‘Hawk
Eye’ at Andersen Air Force Base Nov.14. The chase vehicle ensures the
taxi way is clear during taxi and is on the correct path for takeoff. (U.S.
Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin Leslie/Released)

Right: Maintenance members of the 13th Reconnaissance Squadron
(RS) and Detachment 3, perform routine maintenance on an RQ-4
Global Hawk at Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) Nov. 14. The 13th RS
reservists are deployed to Andersen for the first time to receive hands-
on training. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin
Leslie/Released)
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in Team Andersen for Global Hawk training 
Mission Ready: An RQ-4 Global Hawk takes off for a training mission at Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 14. The Global Hawk is a surveillance aircraft allowing the capability for
humanitarian and reconnaissance if needed. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Veronica McMahon/Released)
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SScchhooooll BBuulllleettiinn

School bulletin aims to promote
educational activities in the
Navy and Air Force communi-
ties. If you know of an educa-
tion-related event that you
would like to include, send it to
jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil or
call 349-2115. 

GGuuaamm HHiigghh SScchhooooll 

College Financing 
Interested in learning how to
finance your child’s college edu-
cation? GHS students, parents
and guardians are invited to a
seminar at the school’s campus
Dec. 7 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Representatives from the Fleet
and Family Support Center, and
Guam Community College will
be available to advise different
financial avenues to take to
fund your child’s future educa-
tion after high school. For more
information, contact Ms. Leahy-
Szymczak at 344-7246 or e-mail
connie.leahy@pac.dodea.edu.   

Senior Parent Night 
GHS seniors, parents and
guardians are invited to attend
Senior Parent Night at the
school’s campus Dec. 7 from
6:30-7:15 p.m. The event will
cover an overview of upcoming
senior activities, including pro-
posed times and dates for sen-
ior events. A representative
from Jostens will also be avail-
able to answer questions and
take orders for caps, gowns and
class rings. For more informa-
tion, contact Ms. Leahy-
Szymczak at 344-7246 or e-mail
connie.leahy@pac.dodea.edu.   

NNaavvyy CCoolllleeggee
OOffffiiccee
The Navy College Office is locat-
ed on U.S. Naval Base Guam in
Barracks 1. For information
regarding Navy college pro-
grams, available schools and
other educational resources, call
339-8291 or visit the overall
Navy College Office Web site at
http://www.navycollege.navy.mil
. 
Active-duty service members are
invited to attend the Tuition
Assistance Course every
Thursday at 9 a.m. at the Navy
College Office in Barracks 1. For
more information, call 339-
8291. 

PPhhoonnee NNuummbbeerrss
Andersen Elementary School:
366-1511
Andersen Middle School:
366-3880/5793
Commander William C.
McCool Elementary/Middle
School: 339-8676
Guam High School: 344-7410

Guam High School hosts jazz festival
By Sara Swatzell
Guam High School Journalism Student

Jazz tunes filled the air and res-
onated through the halls of Guam
High School at the Department of
Defense Education Activity (Do-
DEA)’s Pacific Far East Jazz Festi-
val Nov. 17 at the school’s campus
in Agana Heights.  

Students from 10 DoDEAPacif-
ic schools combined talents to put on
a powerful performance, showcas-
ing the positive spirit and upbeat
tempo of jazz. The concert includ-
ed performances from students in
jazz band and choir.

“The concert was fantastic,” said
GHS Assistant Principal Alison
Fortes. “It was exciting to see all
the students performing, especially
our own GHS students. They sound-
ed and looked very professional.” 

The Okkodo High School Glee
Club members were on the featured
guest list and performed the nation-
al anthem and Guam hymn among
other songs. 

During the second half of the
evening, the jazz band blew the au-
dience away with outstanding
rhythm and solo performances. 

“My favorite part of the band was
when the two guitarists stood up and
battled it out,” said audience mem-
ber Kelsey Hubbard. “It was pretty
awesome.” 

“This was truly awesome, and I
think we had a really neat team,”
said tenor Anthony San Miguel from
Kubasaki High School.

Kirk Marcy, instructor of jazz
studies and vocal music conductor
at Edmonds Community College,
was among the guest conductors at
the festival. 

“Everyone has a singing voice,
it’s the instrument we carry every-
where,” he said. “Whether you’re
in a group, or singing alone for your
own enjoyment, just find that voice.” 

“I’m so glad that we were able to
broadcast live for our parents and
sponsors who could not be present
to see it,” Fortes said. “Our produc-
tion team did a great job getting au-
thentic interviews from the jazz band
members and directors. Guam High
School is very proud to have host-
ed the jazz fest and we look forward
to hosting again next year.”

S o u l f u l
Saxophone Solo: A
Guam High School
(GHS) saxophonist
performs during the
Department of
Defense Education
Activity's Pacific Far
East Jazz Festival at
the GHS campus in
Agana Heights Nov.
17. (U.S. Navy photo
by Sara
Swatzell/Released)

No Stage Fright Here: Guam High School (GHS) students perform at the Department of Defense Education
Activity's Pacific Far East Jazz Festival Nov. 17 at the GHS campus in Agana Heights Nov. 17. (U.S. Navy photo by
Sara Swatzell/Released)

AES participates in Harvest Centers Festival

Helping Hands: Master Sgt. Starla Jackson, left, and
Staff Sgt. Danielle Spencer, 36th Wing staff, help
Andersen Elementary School (AES) kindergarteners par-
ticipate in the Harvest Festival Centers at the school’s
Dolphin Theater Nov. 22. Many family members volun-
teered to run the educational centers as students prac-
ticed activities such as patterning, sight words, retelling
stories, large motor skills and graphing. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Rebekah Levy/Released)                              
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13Guam food critic visits AVID students
By Nicholas Sergienko
Cmdr. William C. McCool Elementary/
Middle School, Seventh Grade

Ken Stewart, the Guam food guy,
visited seventh-grade Advancement Via
Individual Determination (AVID) stu-
dents at Cmdr. William C. McCool El-
ementary/Middle School Nov. 28.
Stewart taught the students how to write
good reviews. 

He also talked about his life as a
restaurant critic. Students told him about
the trip they took to Lonestar Steak-
house and what it was like. 

He gave a few tips to the AVID stu-
dents and told them it was hard to spot
details about a restaurant that do not
stand out. 

“It's different than just eating there,
you have to pay attention to the de-
tails,” said Zach Sweeney, an AVID
student. 

At the end of the presentation stu-
dents were given prizes for finding his
picture in the Guam Food Today, a
restaurant advertisement booklet. 

“It was fun and interesting when he
told us about being a restaurant critic,”
said AVID student Marissa Aldavez.
He told them to be wise about the price
and the quality of the food. 

“Food can be tasty, but really expen-
sive,” said Zach Keith, another AVID
student . 

Good Eats: Food critic
Ken Stewart, left, poses
with Cmdr. William C.
M c C o o l
E l e m e n t a r y / M i d d l e
School seventh-graders
and their teacher
Jennifer Kukes, right,
after he spoke about his
career at the school's
campus in Santa Rita
Nov. 28. The students
are part of the school's
Advancement Via
Individual Determination
(AVID) class. The AVID
program prepares stu-
dents for the college-
preparatory curriculum in
high school. (U.S. Navy
photo by Jonah
Benavente/Released)
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FREE

Guam Symphony Society’s Holiday
Seaside Concert
Join music lovers for the 22nd Annual
Holiday Seaside Concert presented by
the Guam Symphony Society Dec. 11
from 3-6 p.m. at the Gov. Joseph
Flores Memorial Park
in Tumon. The free
public event will
feature the
Guam
Symphony
Orchestra and
Corale, the
University of Guam Singers
and University of Guam Jazz Band. In
addition to the great music the event
will feature Santa Claus, a best picnic
basket competition and raffle draw-
ings. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their own beach chairs, umbrel-
las and picnic hampers. For more
information, call 477-1959 or 687-
7727 or visit
www.guamsymphony.com. 

Winter Break Matinees 
Enjoy a movie during the break, Dec.
19-29, 3 p.m. at the Big Screen
Theatre on U.S. Naval Base Guam. For
more information, call 564-1831.

Bands at Molly McGee’s
Check out the following bands at

Molly McGee’s on U.S. Naval Base
Guam: 
Passenger 3, Dec. 3, 10, 17 and 31 at
9 p.m. 
Blacksheep, Dec. 9, 23 at 10 p.m.
Everything Zen, Dec. 2, 16 and 30 at
10 p.m.
For more information, call 564-1833. 

Movies Under the Stars
Come out and enjoy the movie

“Polar Express” with the
whole family at Molly
McGee’s Field on U.S. Naval
Base Guam Dec. 16, 7 p.m.
The event is free. For more

information, call 688-7038.

Armed Forces Appreciation Fridays 
Active duty military members can stop
by Gecko Lanes, Fridays from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. and bowl free as an apprecia-
tion for your service. Please show
your ID at the front desk. For more
information, call 366-5117.

UNDER $10

Buck Saturday Matinee 
Every Saturday from noon-6 p.m.
enjoy $1 games, rental shoes, 16 oz.
soda, small fries and small nachos at
Gecko Lanes. For more information,
call 366-5117.

Kids Day Sundays
Bring the kids to Gecko Lanes every
Sunday from noon.-8 p.m. and pay
just $1 per game with a free kid’s
shoe rental. For more information, call
366-5117.

Tuesday Texas Hold’em nights
Texas Hold’em tournaments are held
at 6 p.m. in the Top of the Rock ball-
room. Play is free for club members
and $5 for non-members. Open to
ages 18 and older. For more informa-
tion, call 366-6166

Holler for a Dollar Tuesdays
Don’t miss Gecko Lanes’ Tuesday
evening special, “Holler for a Dollar”.
Every Tuesday from 6-10 p.m. enjoy
games, shoe rentals, and fountain
drinks for $1 each. For more informa-
tion, call 366-5117.

Thirsty Thursdays
Games, shoe rentals and fountain
sodas are on special for $1 each every
Thursday from 6-10 p.m. For more
information, call 366-5117.

Brown Bag Fridays
How Much Can You Stuff?  Every
Friday, you can fill a bag with as
much clothing as you can fit for only
$5 at the Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society.

9-11 a.m.: Open to E5 & below
(Active Duty/dependents only); 11
a.m.-1 p.m.: Open to all authorized
patrons. For more information, call
564-1879.

$10 AND UP

New Year’s Eve Family Bash
Bowling at Orote Point Lanes, Dec. 31
from 8 p.m.-1 a.m. Fun for the whole
family! There will be games, party
favors, a live DJ and karaoke. Rent a
lane for $90. This includes two large
single topping pizza and unlimited
fountain beverage. Register Dec. 1-
20. For more information, call 564-
1828/9.

Christmas Sale at Admiral Nimitz
Golf Course
Purchase golf clubs, bags, footwear
and apparel at a discounted price
now through Dec. 24. For more infor-
mation, call 344-5838 or go to mwr-
guam.com.

Christmas Day Traditional Feast
Enjoy Christmas with family and
friends at Top O’ the Mar, Dec. 25
from 11 a.m.-2p.m. The lunch is open
to the public. Adults are $23 and
$11.50 for kids. Call 472-4606/07 to
reserve a table by Dec. 23.  

By JoAnna Delfin
Joint Region Edge Staff

After a one-year hiatus, the
Christmas Village at the St. Fidelis
Friary in Sinajana has returned.
This year’s theme, ‘Manger in the
City’, boasts more than 1,500
square feet of Christmas lights, gar-
land, holiday trinkets, and a nook
featuring nativity sets from all over
the world.  The display is open to
public daily from 6-9 p.m. until
Jan. 8. 

“We wanted to create something
that brought everybody together
during this special time of year,”
said Chief Master Sgt. John Quina-
ta ,  254th Securi ty  Forces
Squadron, and one of the display
coordinators. “Everything you see
here has been carved, electrically
wired and assembled by our fam-
ilies and other volunteers.” 

According to Quinata, the proj-
ect began in early September and
required more than a thousand
man-hours to complete the entire
display. 

“Many of us have regular jobs
like everyone else,” said Pamela
Quinata, one of the display organ-
izers. “We all made it a point
though to come here after work
and in our spare time to come and
put this together.” 

Through a collaborative effort
between the Quinata, Villagomez,
Doyle, Sgambelluri and other fam-
ilies, the Christmas Village made

its debut at the friary in 2007 and
continued through the next two
years before taking a break in 2010
due to family matters. 

“We’re back again this year and
it’s even bigger and better then the
years before,” said Pamela Quina-
ta. 

Upon entering the friary, guests

are greeted with traditional Christ-
mas music, nutcrackers, Christmas
trees and ornaments. The entrance
leading into the display area is
donned with more lights, ribbons,
bows and Styrofoam carved to ap-
pear as sheets of ice. 

Thousands of Christmas houses,
toys, trinkets and two train sets

make up the Christmas Village fea-
turing different scenes from around
the world, including the White
House; Eiffel Tower; Mt. Rush-
more; a circus; gingerbread city;
and ski resort. 

Pamela Quinata said guests are
in for a surprise at every turn they
make at the village. 

“This is the way we wanted to
design this,” she said. “If you start
on this side and turn the corner we want
you to see what you 
wouldn’t expect to see.” 

Manger display organizer Julie Vil-
lagomez, took special pride in the area
she designed as it features hundreds of
nativity sets from different countries
and is the main focus of this year’s ex-
hibit. 

“All of these nativity sets be-
long to me,” Villagomez said.
“Some of these I collected on my
own from places like Ireland, the
Philippines, Europe and even in
the mainland. Others were given to
me as gifts from my family and
friends.” 

John Quinata encouraged fel-
low service members who are far
from home to visit the display and
see the great hospitality offered by
local residents. 

“I have guys who are out there
in the line of fire and I know how
hard it is to be away from family
around this time of year,” he said.
“Coming here and seeing how hos-
pitable we are and seeing how we
celebrate Christmas, I can only
hope, brings our service members
a little closer to home even though
their so far away.” 

Organizations and schools in-
terested in touring the display are
encouraged to call the friary at 472-
6339. There is no entrance fee but
donations to the St. Fidelis Friary
are greatly appreciated. 

Christmas Village brings holiday cheer

Winter Wonderland: The Christmas Village at the St. Fidelis Friary in Sinajana, pictured here Nov. 25, features
over 1,000 lights and holiday-themed trinkets laid throughout the friary. This year’s theme, ‘Manger in the City,’ fea-
tures hundreds of different navtivty sets from around the world. (U.S. Navy photo by JoAnna Delfin/Released)
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FRIDAY, DEC. 2
7 p.m.: The Big Year• PG

9:30 p.m.: The Ides of March
• R

SATURDAY, DEC. 3

1 p.m.: Dreamhouse • PG

3:30 p.m.: Dolphin Tale • PG

7 p.m.: Footloose • PG-13 

SUNDAY, DEC. 4

1 p.m.: Real Steel• PG-13

3:30 p.m.: The Big Year • PG

7 p.m.: The Thing • R

The schedule is subject to
change due to circumstances
beyond the theater’s control.
The Big Screen Theatre hot-
line is 564-1831 or visit mwr-
guam.com.
(Source: Navy Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Office)

FRIDAY, DEC. 2

7 p.m.: Footloose • PG-13

SATURDAY, DEC. 3

2 p.m.: Footloose • PG-13
7 p.m.: The Three Musketeers
2 • PG-13

SUNDAY, DEC. 4

7 p.m.: Paranormal Activity 3
• R

The mov ie  schedu le  i s  

subject to change due to

c i r cums tances  beyond

M e e h a n  T h e a t e r s  o n  

Andersen Air Force Base.

T h e  M e e h a n  T h e a t e r  

hotline is 366-1523.
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New Liturgical Worship service at Andersen
By Capt. Richard Rojas
36th Wing Chaplain

Everyone is invited to the new
Liturgical Worship service offered
at the Chapel 1 annex on Ander-
sen Air Force Base every Sunday
at 11:45 a.m. Liturgical is the ad-
jective of liturgy. Every spiritual
tradition has some form of liturgy.
It simply means ‘the work of the
people’, but more accurately de-
scribes historic elements of wor-
ship. Our new service will have
historic elements, but be far from
old-fashioned. A few hymns to be
sung are Mighty to Save, In Christ
Alone, and Hosanna (Praise is Ris-
ing).

I believe people are going to
love this powerful holistic wor-
ship. They are going to notice his-
torical elements, but also the con-

temporary edge. Additionally, peo-
ple of all ages and talents are en-
couraged to get involved. Con-
tributing musically, serving as an
acolyte, assisting
as an altar server,
reading scripture,
leading in  a
prayer, and de-
veloping a multi-
media ministry
are some ways to
serve.  Following
each service ,
we’ll share an
Agape meal, so
bring your fa-
vorite food and stay for fellow-
ship in the Chapel 1 annex.  

This service will follow the
teachings of Psalm 95 and will en-
gage people emotionally, intellec-
tually, willfully, and communal-
ly. We will strive for a joyful cel-

ebration in our praise and worship
and an intellectual feast for the
mind leading to life transforma-
tion. Additionally, our intention is

to create a commu-
nity of peacefully
supportive relation-
ships. We are going
to participate in the
Lord’s Supper each
week because this
is a powerful cere-
mony that is meant
to enrich our rela-
tionship with God
and each other.  

This worship is
a global phenomenon. The his-
torical communion that uses this
liturgy is 80 million members
strong, so when we gather we are
united with Christians all over the
world from every tribe, tongue,
and nation. The awesome reality

is that even if it seems you are
isolated on this island, or if you
are praying the Daily Office at
home, you are not alone as mil-
lions around the world pray with
you.   Knowing this has been a
powerful tool for holiness in my
life. Though I am the minister,
God ministers to me.  

I invite you to experience this
for yourself. 

‘To all who are spiritually
weary and seek rest; to all who
mourn and long for comfort; to
all who struggle and desire victo-
ry; to all who sin and need a Sav-
ior; to all who are strangers and
want fellowship; to all who
hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness; and to whoever will come—
this service opens wide her doors
and offers her welcome in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.’

CChhaappeell
SScchheedduullee

Naval Base Guam 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Roman Catholic Mass 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday,
9 a.m.

Protestant Worship
Service 
Sunday Service: Traditional
Service: 8 a.m.
Contemporary Service: 11 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study: Monday,
9 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study: Wednesday,
6 p.m.
Prayer Time: Thursday, 
11:30 a.m.
Choir Practice: Traditional:
Wednesday, 6 p.m.
Choir Practice: Contemporary:
Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Jewish Shabbat 
Friday, 6:30 p.m. 

Naval Hospital Guam
Roman Catholic Mass
Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m. 
Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 9 a.m.
Protestant Services
Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study: Every first
and third Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. at the Interfaith
Chapel, second floor, room H205
Women’s Bible Study: Every second
and fourth Saturday of the month
at 8:30 a.m. at the Fellowship Hall,
Building 61 

Andersen Air Force
Base 
Roman Catholic Mass
(Chapel 1) 
Weekday Mass: Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:30-4:50 p.m. 
Catholic Women of the Chapel:
First and third Wednesday of
the month, Chapel 1 Annex,
6:30 p.m. 
Catholic Youth of the Chapel:
Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month, Chapel 1 Annex,
6:30 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal: Saturday 4-5 p.m.
and Sunday, 8-9 a.m. 

Protestant Worship
Service 
Praise Service: Sunday, Chapel
2, 9 a.m. 
Gospel Service: Sunday, Chapel
2, 11:30 a.m. 
Emerging Worship Service:
Sunday, Lighthouse, 6 p.m.
Protestant Women of the
Chapel: Second Monday of
each month, Chapel 2 Annex,
6:30 p.m. 
Protestant Men of the Chapel:
Wednesday, Lighthouse, 7 p.m. 
Protestant Youth of the Chapel:
Thursday, Chapel 2 Annex, 7 p.m.
Protestant Young Adults:
Thursday and Saturday,
Lighthouse, 6 p.m.
Protestant Sunday School:
(September-May) Sunday,
Chapel Activity Center, 
10:15 a.m. 

Schedules subject to change. To
confirm times or for information
about other programs, call the
chapels at: 
Andersen Air Force Base:
366-6139
U.S. Naval Base Guam
339-2126
U.S. Naval Hospital Guam:
344-9127
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The following is a list of
sports and health-related
activities held on U.S. Naval
Base Guam. To submit your
sports note, e-mail jointre-
gionedge@fe.navy.mil.

Miami Marlins and
Marlins Mermaids
Meet and greet members of
Florida Marlins and the
Marlins Mermaids Dec. 10
for a youth baseball clinic
at Ebbett Field at 2 p.m., a
youth dance clinic at the
Charles King Fitness Center
at 2 p.m., softball game at
7 p.m. at Ebbett Field and
an autograph session at
CKFC at 6 p.m. For more
information, call 688-7038. 

Captain’s Cup Ultimate
Frisbee 
Register for the Captain’s
Cup Ultimate Frisbee
Tournament at the Charles
King Fitness Center by Dec.
7. Tournament will be on
Dec. 16-17. For more infor-
mation, call 685-5243.

Harlem Globetrotters
Come and see the original
Harlem Globetrotters at the
Charles King Fitness Center, 6
p.m., Dec. 9. For more infor-
mation, e-mail mwr-
guamevents@gmail.com 

Fall Youth Soccer League
Practices will be held from
5:30-6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Player cards
cost $25 and can be pur-
chased at the Guam Football
Association office in Harmon.
There is also a registration fee
of $20, which includes a jer-
sey. For more information and
practice locations, call 637-
4321.

Morale, Welfare and
Recreation Swim Program
Register now for the Morale,
Welfare and Recreation Swim
Program. There are classes for
all ages and skill levels. Learn
to swim or just improve your
stroke. Classes are in full
swing and available at Charles
King Fitness Center pool. 

For more information, call
333-2049.

Group Fitness Age
Compliance
All group fitness classes in the
basketball court must comply
with the basketball court’s age
policy. According to the policy,
“youth 9 years old and
younger must be under inter-
active supervision of an
adult.” The Family Fitness
Room and drop-in childcare
are now available.

Run Registration
Runners can now submit run
registrations for Morale,
Welfare and Recreation
(MWR)-sponsored runs via e-
mail. On the Fitness Program
page of the MWR Web site,
www.mwrguam.com, click on
the “NEW Run Registration
Form” PDF under Additional
Links and follow the instruc-
tions on the form. Pre-registra-
tion for all fitness events will
end at 5 p.m. on Friday of the
week prior to the event.

The following is a list of sports
and health-related activities
held on Andersen Air Force
Base. To submit your sports
short, call 366-2228.

Miami Marlins and Marlins
Mermaids
Meet and greet members of
Florida Marlins and the Marlins
Mermaids Dec. 9 for a youth
baseball clinic and youth
dance clinic at Arc Light Park
from 3-4 p.m., and an auto-
graph session at the Coral
Reef Fitness Center from 6-
7:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 366-6167. 

Harlem Globetrotters
Come and see the original
Harlem Globetrotters at the
Coral Reef Fitness Center,
6:30 p.m., Dec. 8. For more
information, call 366-6167. 

Zumba
Free Zumba classes are held at
the Coral Reef Fitness Center,
Monday-Wednesday at 7 p.m.
and Saturdays at 8:30 a.m..

Zumba is a Latin fitness dance
class that also incorporates aer-
obics movements. Zumba fuses
hypnotic Latin rhythms and
easy-to-follow moves to create
a dynamic workout system that
will blow you away. The rou-
tine features interval training
sessions where fast and slow
rhythms and resistance training
are combined to tone and
sculpt your body while burning
fat. For more information, call
366-6100.

Zumbatomic Children’s
Dance Class
Have the kids join in the
Zumba movement with
Zumbatomic at the Coral Reef
Fitness Center. Classes for the
Lil’ Stars, children ages 4-7, are
held on Wednesdays from 3 -4
p.m. for eight weeks with a fee
of $30. Big Stars classes, chil-
dren ages 8-12, are held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
3-4p.m. for eight weeks with a
fee of $50. All classes are con-
ducted at the Hotspot. For
more information, call 366-
2339. 

Soccer Superstars: Children ages 3-5 play in a soccer game at Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 20 as part of the new Sports for Tots program. The soccer season began Nov. 8 and will last six
weeks. The next season sport will be baseball then football and cheerleading. There will be roughly a two-week break between each season. For more information, e-mail Amber Rhine at sportsfor-
totsaaf@yahoo.com or visit the Sports for Tots Facebook page using the same e-mail address. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes/Released)

Andersen children get a kick out of sports
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