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‘Yield’ does not 
mean to hit the gas

Employees and visitors 
onboard the Station are 
reminded that drivers in 
the traffic circle have the 
right of way, including those 
drivers exiting the circle 
onto Inyokern Road heading 
west towards the front gate 
or exiting onto Knox Road 
heading south.

Recently, there have been 
a number of employees who 
have complained that they 
have had to slam on their 
brakes to avoid hitting a 
car who did not yield while 
entering the circle.

China Lake Police will 
ticket those who fail to yield. 

Questions can be directed 
to the NAWS Public Affairs 
Office at (760) 939-1683.

Michelson 
Laboratory parking 
area work to begin
Starting on or about 

Monday, March 14, 
contractors will start work 
reconfiguring the Michelson 
Lab main entrance and 
Building 6’s parking lots.  
The work will result in 
additional parking in front of 
both facilities.

Employees are asked to 
use caution and maintain 
safety awareness when 
driving or walking in 
the areas of the work and 
heed contractor signage as 
appropriate. 

Work should be concluded 
sometime in the middle of 
April.

By Candice Villarreal
Fleet and Industrial Supply Center 

San Diego Public Affairs

N a v a l  S u p p l y  S y s t e m s 
Command’s Fleet and Industrial 
Supply Center (FISC) San Diego 
commemorated the grand opening 
of a new supply center with 
Lighthouse for the Blind officials 
at China Lake, March 2.

The opening for the new Base 
Supply Center at Naval Air Weapons 
Station China Lake was kicked-off 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony, a 
tour of the facility, and remarks by 
FISC San Diego, NAWS China Lake 
and Lighthouse officials.

“Every purchase at this store 
creates jobs,” said Kirk Adams, 
president and chief executive 
officer at the Seattle Lighthouse.  
“I’m honored for this opportunity to 
expand our level of service to [FISC 
San Diego and the Navy].”

The Base Supply Center will 

Lighthouse for the Blind, FISC  
San Diego open new supply center

Photo by John D. Bennett

Lt. Bogdan Lozynskyy, Fleet and Industrial Supply Center (FISC) San Diego’s China Lake detachment supply officer 
and Seattle Lighthouse for the Blind President and CEO Kirk Adams cut the ribbon during grand opening ceremonies 
for the new Base Supply Center at China Lake, March 2. Shown, left to right, are: Cmdr. Brian Rosa, FISC San Diego’s 
supply management director, Lozynskyy, Adams and NAWS Commanding Officer Capt. Jeffrey Dodson.

During the year-long celebration of 
the Centennial of Naval Aviation 
(CONA), Cmdr. Ian Anderson 

achieves milestone during his 
‘quarter CONA’ career

During the year-long celebration 
of  the Centen n ia l  of  Naval 
Aviat ion (CONA), Cmdr. Ian 
“Chunx” Anderson, executive 
officer of NAWCWD’s Air Test 
and Evaluation Squadron THREE 
ONE is celebrating his own “one-
quarter CONA” with a quarter of 
a century of Navy f lying and a 
milestone achievement of logging 
4,000 f light hours in a military 
aircraft – 25 years to the month 
after he reported aboard NAS 
Pensacola for f light t raining.  
Aviators typically log about 150 to 
200 hours of flight time per year.  
Throughout Anderson’s somewhat 
unique career as a Naval Flight 

4,000 hours above ground level

Contributed photo

VX-31 Executive Officer Cmdr. Ian “Chunx” Anderson recently completed 4,000 hours of flight houts in military 
aircraft, 25 years to the month after first reporting for Navy flight training.Milestone, page 13

Supply, page 12
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Sexual Assault Response Advocate
The 24 hour , 7 days a week response 
line is (760) 608-7745.

Thursday, March 10, 2011

Fraud, Waste and Abuse 
Hotlines
DoD: (800) 424-9098 
DoN: (800) 522-3451
NAVAIR: (301) 757-1168 
NAWCWD: (760) 939-3636
CNRSW (Local):  (760) 939-7700 
(HQ): (619) 522-1429
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CONGREGATIONS:  
CATHOLIC – PROTESTANT-

JEWISH – MUSLIM
(760) 939 – 3506

CHAPEL OFFICE
Located between the East Wing  

and the Main Chapel                

PROTESTANT
 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Main Chapel
 Adult Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., East Wing

 Children Sunday School  
9:15 a.m., Religious Education 

Building
 Airfield Bible Study,  

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday evening Bible Study,  
7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m East Wing
Protestant Women of the Cross 

(PWOC)
Mary-Martha and Elizabeth Circle: 
Time and place to be announced in 

Chapel Service
CATHOLIC

Services are held at the 

Rocketeer II is published bi-weekly by 
Aerotech News and Review, a private 
firm that is in no way connected with 
the Department of  Defense or U.S. 
Navy under exclusive contract with 
the Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, Calif. This commercial enterprise 
newspaper is an authorized publication 
for members of  the military service and 
their families. Contents of  the Rocketeer 
II are not necessarily the official view of, 
or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of  Defense or Aerotech 
News and Review. The appearance 
of  advertising in this publication, 
including inserts and supplements, 
does not constitute endorsement by the 
Department of  Defense or the products 
or services advertised. Everything 
advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use, 
or patronage without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, political 
affiliation or any other non-merit factor 
of  the purchaser, users or patron. A 
confirmed violation or rejection of  
this policy of  equal opportunities by an 
advertiser will result in the refusal to print 
advertising. To advertise in the Rocketeer 
II, call Gail Ellis at 877-247-9288.
All copy is reviewed by the Public 
Affairs Office of  NAWS China 
Lake.  The editor reserves the right to 
edit, copy, run and/or delete stories 
submitted. Correspondence, articles and 
photographs for Rocketeer II submitted 
by the public or NAWS personnel should 
be e-mailed to Peggy Shoaf  at peggy.

Naval Air Weapons Station: 
www.cnic.navy.mil/chinalake

Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons: www.navair.navy.
mil/nawcwd

Social Media
NAWS China Lake can 

now be found on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/
NAWSChinaLake, Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/NAWS_CL 
and Flickr at http://wwwflickr.
com/photos/nawschinalake.  

A  YouTub e  ch a n nel  i s 
currently under development and 
can be accessed at https://www.
youtube.com/NAWSChinaLake.  
Use of any of these channels 
is totally voluntary and not a 
requirement.

Rocketeer II online:
http://www.chinalakenews.com

Communication 
Resources

All Faith Chapel
Main Chapel

Father James Dowds, C.Ss.R.
james.dowds.ctr@navy.mil

Daily Masses: 11:30 a.m.  
Monday through Wednesday

Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Sunday Mass  

(Saturday vigil for Sunday):   
Saturday: 4 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m.
Adult Choir rehearsal: Tuesdays  
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Main Chapel

First Communion Class:
5 p.m. Second and third Mondays 
of each month in the East Wing
Altar Society: 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays 
(prayer, work and Coffee and 

doughnuts)
Confession:

Sacraments of Reconciliation  
11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Monday 

through Wednesday;  
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturdays

Baptism and marriage upon 
request

Monday Night Chat (All Faith 
Formation) 6 p.m. fourth Monday of 

each month, East Wing

Children’s Choir rehearsal 5 to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays, Main Chapel

Ladies Do Lunch: Outreach of the 
Catholic Community to active-duty 
families - a catered lunch served in 

the East Wing at noon on the second 
Tuesday of every month.

Bereavement Group meets the 
first Wednesday of each month at 

5 p.m. in the East Wing.

JEWISH SERVICES
Dr. June Leslie Wieder, president

(760) 371-3336
doctajune@gmail.com

MUSLIM SERVICES
Eid Khatib, president

(760) 371-1226
Jumaa Prayer:   

Fridays at 1 p.m.
Religious Education Building

shoaf@navy.mil or rocketeer2@verizon.
net. Fax information to (760) 939-2796, 
or call the Rocketeer II office at (760) 
446-4284 or (760) 939-1683 (DSN 
437), respectively. Rocketeer II’s office 
is located in the Headquarters Building, 
Room 1040. Submissions should be sent 
no later than noon the Wednesday a week 
before the publication date.
Correspondence, articles and photos 
from the following commands should be 
submitted to the person indicated:  
   • Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons 
Division and Explosive Ordnance 
Detachment Mobile Unit 3:  NAWCWD 
Public Affairs at (760) 939-3511
   • Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
THREE ONE: Lt. Brian Culver at brian.
culver@navy.mil, or call (760) 939-3529
 • Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
NINE: Lt. Bryan Haney at bryan.
haney@navy.mil, or call (760) 939-5525
  • Marine Aviation Detachment: Lt. 
Col. James Coppersmith at james.
coppersmith@navy.mil or (760) 939-
8094
 • Naval Facilities Engineering Command: 
Patricia Sbrocca at patricia.sbrocca@
navy.mil, or call (760) 939-0082
  • Branch Health Clinic: Lt. Cmdr. 
Richard Stacey at Richard.stacey@med.
navy.mil, or call (760) 939-8002
 • Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command: CWO3 John Hammond 
at john.d.hammond@navy.mil, or call 
(760) 939-6341
Printed by Aerotech News and Review, 
Inc. (877) 247-9288  www.aerotechnews.
com

Commentary/News

acting Command Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. John M. Miyahara
Rev. James Dowds, Catholic priest

Women’s  H is to r y  Mont h 
o r ig i n a t e d  i n  19 78 ,  w h e n 
Sonoma County, Calif., initiated 
a Women’s History Week to 
coi ncide  w ith  t he  Ma rch 8 
Inter nat ional Women’s Day. 
Then in 1981 Congress passed 
a joint resolution proclaiming a 
Women’s History Week. In 1987 
the National Women’s History 
Project petitioned Congress to 
expand the celebration to the 
entire month of March. With this 
year’s theme of “Our History 
is Our St rength,” the nat ion 
com memor a t e s  t he  d ive r se 
contributions women have made 
and continue to make to our 
nation.
Rich History,  
Invaluable Service

Women became an official part 
of the Navy in 1908 when the Nurse 

“My goal throughout my career has 
been to just do my best. I was very 
fortunate to have served in positions in 
both aviation squadrons and on ships 
that gave me experience that would 
serve me well when more positions 
opened up for women.”

– Rear Adm. Nora Tyson,  
Commander,  

Carrier Strike Group Two

Navy recognizes Women’s History Month

History, page 8

Skipper offers thanks 
for help with exercise

Naval Air Weapons Station 
China Lake wishes to convey our 
appreciation to you, the military 
and civilian employees of China 
Lake, for your pat ience and 
cooperation while we participated 
in the national Solid Curtain-

Citadel Shield (SC-CS) exercise. 
You are China Lake’s greatest 

asset and your safety is paramount. 
Realistic training scenarios and 
responses like those practiced in 
Exercise SC-CS enable the Navy to 
maintain our forces at a high level 
of readiness against any threat. 

In a real-life event, delays and 
inconveniences would most likely 

be much more severe. It is your 
understanding that enables us to 
enact realistic rather than simulated 
training on the installation, thus 
ensuring that our security forces 
and emergency services personnel 
are ready to combat 21st century 
threats. 

Capt. Jeffrey Dodson
NAWS Commanding Officer



“…more of those KILLER OLDIES”

Join 100.9FM The HEAT
As we welcome the 

“Art Laboe Connection” 
Monday–Thursday 7pm–midnight & Sunday 6pm–9pm

Every Week

Sponsorship Opportunities Are Available
 

Call (760) 317-1700 for more Information

ORIGINAL SOUND

Adelman Broadcasting • 731 N. Balsam St • Ridgecrest, CA 93555 • 760-371-1700
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Bluejacket of the Year nominees

HM1 (FMF/MTS)
Ronald Braun

United States Navy
Petty Officer First Class Ronald 

Braun joined the Navy March 
30, 2000. After completing basic 
training he went to Hospital Corps 
“A” School in Great Lakes, Ill.

He reported to Field Medical 
Service School (FMSS), Camp 
Pendleton in August 2000. Upon 
completion of FMSS he went on 
to his first duty station 1st Marine 
Air Wing, Marine Wing Support 
Squadron-171 in Iwakuni, Japan. 
While serving as a general duty 
corpsman, he deployed to Australia 
for Tandem Thrust 01, Southern 
Front 01, Foal Eagle in Korea and 
Boomerang North/Venom Thunder 
in Guam with VMFA-212.

In December 2001, Braun 
Transferred to 1st First Service 
Support Group, Camp Pendleton.  
He was assigned as a line corpsman 
for Alpha Company, 1st Medical 
Battalion. During this tour, he was 
promoted to Petty Officer Third 
Class. After completing his tour 
with 1st FSSG, he was assigned on 
a support billet at Fleet Hospital 
Training Center (FHOTC), later 
named Naval Expeditionary Medical 
Training Institute (NEMTI). While 
at NEMTI, he was promoted to 

Petty Officer Second Class and 
also attained his instructor NEC 
9502 and, prior to transferring, 
achieved Master Trainer Specialist 
Designator (MTS).  He transferred 
to 3rd Medical Battalion, 3rd MLG 
in October 2006. While at Medical 
Battalion, Braun deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
2006-2008 with 1st Battalion, 
12th Marines out of Hawaii. He 
was deployed to Ramadi and was 
assigned as the Medical Leading 
Petty Officer for the detention 
facility overseeing over 600 

detainees. After returning from Iraq, 
Braun was deployed to Operation 
Cobra Gold as the Medical Leading 
Petty Officer onboard USNS First 
Lt. Baldomero Lopez.  He was 
promoted to his current rank in 
June 2008.  In 2008, he transferred 
to Naval School of Health Sciences 
to attend Preventive Medicine 
Technician School, graduating in 
June 2009. He is currently stationed 
aboard Naval Air Weapons Station 
China Lake, serving as the Clinic 
Leading Petty Officer for Branch 
Health Clinic.

He is qualified as Fleet Marine 
Force Warfare Specialist on Combat 
Service Support Element (CSSE), 
Ground Combat Element (GCE) 
and Master Trainer Specialist 
Designator.  His personal awards 
include the Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal (fourth 
award), Iraqi Campaign Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal (third award) 
and various other awards.

 
AO1

Nicohlas S. Elliott
United States Navy

 Petty Officer Nicholas S. Elliott 
was born on March 23, 1980 in 
Princeton, N.J. He enlisted in 
the Navy Oct. 23, 2000 attending 
recruit training at Recruit Training 

Command, Great Lakes, Ill., while 
there, he obtained his General 
Education degree.  

Upon complet ion of basic 
training, he reported to Naval Air 
Technical Training Command, 
Pensacola, Fla. for Aviat ion 
O rd n a nc e m a n  “A”  Scho ol , 
graduating March 9, 2001 with 
honors and a letter of citation for 
scholastic achievement from the 
Commanding Officer. 

In March 2001, Elliott reported 
aboard USS Nassau (LHA 4) home 
ported in Norfolk, Va. There, he 
served as a Quality Assurance/Safety 

Observer in G-3 bomb assembly and 
G-1 Flight Deck.  He was selected 
to attend Ammunition Inventory 
Management School earning the 
9525 NEC and assuming the duties 
as G-5 Ordnance Control Assistant 
Leading Petty Officer. During his 
tour, he received two Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medals, 
advanced to AO2 and completed his 
EAWS and ESWS qualifications. 

In March 2006, he reported 
to NAS Oceana in Virgin ia 
Beach, Va. to F/A-18E/F Systems 
Organizat ional Management 
Specialist course earning the 
8341 NEC with follow on orders 
to the “Pukin Dogs” of VFA-143 
home ported at NAS Oceana. 
There he served as the Ordnance 
Branch night check supervisor 
and Line Division Leading Petty 
Officer. While assigned, he was 
awarded two Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medals and 
advanced to AO1.

In June 2008, he departed VFA-
143 to begin his change of duty 
transfer to man a critically needed 
(hot fill) billet at VX-9, NAWS China 
Lake, and reported for duty July 
2008.  Currently, he is the Ordnance 
Branch Leading Petty Officer, 

Nominees page 4

HM1 (FMF/MTS)
Ronald Braun

AO1 Nicohlas S. Elliott



Fully Furnished
Apartments for Rent

**Short or Long Term**

We’ll make you feel at home!
* Completely Furnished
* Full Kitchens Complete with Cookware
* Cable TV
* Internet Access
* Housekeeping Available

(760) 371-1364
www.temporaryviphousing.com

1501 N. Norma Ave • Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760 • 446 • 0114

Where America Comes to Eat!

The Original Family Steak Place

1958 2011

Great Steaks, Seafood & Salads

Sizzler Real Meal Deals

Monday Night – Kids eat FREE w/adult entree purchase
Tuesday Night – Senior Night • Buy one senior meal 
and receive another senior meal 1/2 price
Wednesday Night – Salad BAR only • $7.99 each

All after 4 pm

Lunch Club
Buy 5 lunch specials and receive you 6th FREE

Monday – Saturday • 11am – 4pm

•
•

•

LunCh
Starting $7.99 plus 

side salad & drink

DinneR
Starting at $9.99 

with salad bar
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Command EAWS coordinator 
and Ordnance Qualification and 
Certification program manager.

Elliott is married to Alicia 
Elliot. They have three children, 
two sons Shawn 11, Tyler 10 and 
a daughter Alexis 2. He now has 
follow-on orders back to NAS 
Oceana as Leading Petty Officer 
for Carrier Air Group Three. 

AC2(FMF)
Branden B. Engleking

United States Navy
Pet ty Off icer Branden B. 

Engleking was born in Davenport, 
Iowa in May 1986.  He enlisted 
in the Navy’s Delayed Entry 
program in August 2007 from 
his hometown of Moline, Ill. and 
attended basic training at Recruit 
Training Command Great Lakes, 
Ill., in January 2009.  

After completion of basic training, 
he reported to Naval Aviation 
Technical Training Command, 
Pensacola, Fla. for Air Traffic Control 
“A” school. He held the position of 
the Eve Yeoman and indoctrination 
of newly reported sailors to NATTC. 
Additionally, he graduated within the 
top 10 percent of class.

In September 2008,  Engleking 
reported to Naval Air Weapons 
Station China Lake, California for Air 
Traffic Control duties.  He became 
an active member of the Auxiliary 
Security Force (ASF) and, as a result, 
he was selected as Junior Sailor of the 
Quarter (fourth) 2008.  Engleking 
was also an avid volunteer in the 
Ridgecrest community volunteering 

with several groups including Habitat 
for Humanity and the local police 
department promoting a positive 
climate between the command and 
city of Ridgecrest.

In May 2009, Engleking was 
selected for an Individual Augmentee 
(IA) assignment with the Second 
Marine Air Wing from Marine Corp 
Air Station, Cherry Point. While 
deployed to Al Taqqaddum Iraq, 
he was one of six Navy Air Traffic 
Controllers and was instrumental in 
the manning of the airfield working 
over 500 hours on three different 
control positions within three months 
of deployment. Engleking was part of 
the last Navy detachment responsible 
for the closure and transfer of the 
airfield to the Iraqi Army.  He assisted 
in the flight check of the navigational 
aids used at Al Taqqaddum airfield 
and he was utilized in the transfer 
of equipment used in Iraq to support 
Marines in Afghanistan.

Additionally, Engleking received 
his gray belt in the Marine Corps 
Martial Arts Program (MCMAP) 
and earned the Fleet Marine Force 
(FMF) qualification. His teamwork 
abilities were evident due to him 
assisting six controllers receive their 
FMF qualification by conducting 
study sessions after working hours 
to help others with difficult topics.

After his return from Iraq,  
Engleking was instrumental in the 
training of new controllers at China 
Lake. Futhermore, he received his 
qualification as a Local Controller and 
is currently pursuing a designation as 
Tower Supervisor, a position typically 
held by a Senior First Class Petty 
Officer. He also resumed his volunteer 
work with several local groups. As a 
volunteer with the Ridgecrest Police 
Department, Police and Community 
Together (PACT), Engleking was able 
to help in community security and 
city beautification.

Engleking was selected as 
NAWS China Lake’s Junior Sailor 
of the Year for 2010.  He continues 
to be an essential member of the 
Air Traffic Control division while 
assisting controllers achieve new 
qualif ications and continually 
participates in the community 
volunteering in IWV Youth Football 
and local motorcycle chapters.

AZ2
Margaret G. Holcomb

United States Navy
Petty Officer Second Class 

Margaret G. Holcomb was born in 
Saginaw, Mich. on July 26, 1979.  At 
the age of 16 her family moved to 
Mesa, Ariz. where she later attended 
and graduated from Red Mountain 

High School in May 1998. Three 
months later, she enlisted in the 
Navy through the Military Entrance 
Processing System in Phoenix 
and attended Recruit Training 
Command, Great Lakes, Ill.

In July 1999, she reported to the 
“Fighting Phoenix” of VAQ-128, 
NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.  She 
deployed to Incirlik, Turkey and 
Prince Sultan Air base, Saudi Arabia 
in support of Operation Northern 
Watch and provided Suppression 
of Enemy Air Defense (SEAD) to 
the fighter/attack community in 
theater. She was advanced to Third 
Class Petty Officer and awarded the 
2003 Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
(JSOQ), fourth quarter.

She repor ted to Ai rc raf t 
I n t e r me d ia t e  M a i n t e n a nc e 
Detachment, Whidbey Island 
in November 2003, and served 
as Support Equipment Division 
Logs and Records supervisor and 

Command Fitness Leader, where 
she was promoted to Petty Officer 
Second Class.

Following a successful three-
year tour, she reported to the 
“Screamin-Indians” of HS-6, 
NAS Coronado in December 
2006. She served as the Central 
Technical Publications Librarian, 
NAS Coronado SAVI advocate 
and deployed twice onboard USS 
Nimitz in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.  She was the 2008 
Junior Sailor of the Year winner.

In February 2010, she reported 
to the “Vampires” of VX-9, NAWS 
China Lake. She was selected to 
attend the Similar to Automated 
M a i n t e n a nc e  E nv i r o n me n t 
School earning the 6302 NEC.  
Currently she is the Maintenance 
Administration Leading Petty 
Officer, Command Fitness Leader, 
and NAWS China Lake Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response 
Advocate Liaison.  In November 
2010, she served as Detachment 
AZ Leading Petty Officer to Nellis 
AFB, Nev.  She was awarded the 
2010 JSOQ, fourth quarter.

Holcomb is a designated Enlisted 
Aviation Warfare Specialist.  Her 
personal awards include four Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medals, three Good Conduct 
Medals, and various other service, 
campaign and unit awards.

AWS1 (AW/SW)  
Anthony J. Michalski

United States Navy
  AWS1 (AW/SW) Anthony J. 

Michalski was born on Jan. 3, 1977, 
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Present this coupon 
and receive 

10% off 
your food in Charlie’s 

or Cafe Potpourri

We honor Per-Diem Rates •160 Deluxe Rooms
Banquets & Catering • Room Service

Convention Center • 2 Restaurants • Lounge
Pool Table •  Big Screen TV • Fitness Center 

Heated Lap Pool • Therapy Spa

901  N. China Lake Blvd., Ridgecrest

760.446.7910
Only 1 mile from NAWS Main Gate

www.carriageinn.biz

Wine Tasting 5-7 pm – Every other Thursday
Blues After Hours – Fridays  6-10 pm

We invite you to experience 
Indian Wells Valley’s Full Premium Service Hotel!

We invite you to experience 
Indian Wells Valley’s Full Premium Service Hotel!

Western Homes 
realty

Full Service Real Estate Office
Manufactured Home Dealer

3639 Inyokern Rd. • Ridgcrest, CA

(760) 377-5734

Your Real Estate Specialists 
for the Indian Wells Valley

Whether you are buying or selling your home, 
looking for commercial properties, rentals or a 

developer searching for services,
Western Homes can help.

Please visit us online at
www.westernhomesridgecrest.com

24 hours for the 
“service you Deserve”

now Doing Property management

NCMA SCHOLARSHIP 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

SATURDAY – April 9, 2011
China Lake Golf Course

Paid registration due by March 25, 2011
To register by phone call:  

Debbie McKellar at (760) 382-2158
Or mail to NCMA, P.O. Box 1525, Ridgecrest CA  93556
Or drop off registration form and payment at 

the China Lake Golf Course Clubhouse
All Proceeds go to NCMA Scholarship Fund

4 – Person Scramble
Entry Fee - $80 per player

(includes green fees, cart, continental 
breakfast, lunch and one free raffle ticket)

Register yourself or your whole team
Golfer Name & Phone Number

1. _______________

2. _______________

3. _______________

4. _______________

China Lake
Rocketeer II
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AUTOS
FOR LESS

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE USED CARS
Emission
Repairs

Computer
Diagnostics

General
Repairs

760-446-2170
Steve Parsons • 623 Inyokern

Smog
Checks
$53.25

T&T Alignment Inc.

(760) 446-4711
629 Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711

Alignments • Shocks • Brakes • Mufflers
Quick Lube • Tires • Wheels

Tune-Ups • Diagnostics • A/C

since 1950

760-308-0419
desertdecor@decoratingden.com 

www.decdens.com/toyegossett

“We’ll come to you” Call for your complimentary consultation today!
Window Coverings • Bedding • Floor Coverings • Wall Coverings 

Reupholstery • Lighting • Furniture • Accessories

Toye A. Gossett
Interior Designer/Owner

10% off with this ad

Never miss another edition!

Aerotech News has partnered with NewspaperDirect and Press Display to 

be able to provide readers with our flagship paper — Aerotech News and 

Review — and our eleven military base papers throughout the world.

Available in over 100 countries through a global network of distributors, 

the newspaper Print-on-Demand service is suitable for individual 

subscribers, retail outlets, hotels, cruise ships, airlines, corporate offices, 

libraries, educational institutions, events and private yachts.

Not near a Print-on-Demand center? No problem. You can visit 

newspaperdirect.com and read and search a paperless version through 

Press Display. 

www.newspaperdirect.com

To advertise, please call toll free (877) 247-9288. 



2010 | 2011 Season at the Lancaster Performing Arts Center

Tickets available at www.avsomc.org or the LPAC Box Office: (661) 723-5950 • Adults: $20 | Senior & Military: $18 | Youth: $10

Saturday, MarCH 26, 2011  •  8 pM

Curtain-raiSer preview  •  7 pM  |  Winners of the 2011 AVSOMC Bach Competition in recital.

antelope valley SyMpHony orCHeStra and MaSter CHorale
David Newby, Artistic Director

SerenadesdeSert

* Present military or company ID at box office to receive your discount. Not valid for online or phone orders.

$15
Adult Admission

for all 

Military, DOD, 

Aerospace and 

School District 

employees.*

Winners of the 2011 AVSOMC Gail Newby Concerto Competition and the  
Junior Chamber Music Concerto-Aria Competition perform with the Antelope Valley Symphony Orchestra

Ludwig van Beethoven, Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat Major (“Emperor”), First movement
Alice Hyoung, piano

Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 35, First movement
Melody Chang, violin

Max Bruch, Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor, First and Second movements
Ashlyn Ronkes, violin
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in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic. He received his high 
school diploma from Saint Thomas 
Aquinas in Overland Park, Kans. 
in May 1995.  He attended the 
University of Central Missouri 
where he completed 12 credit hours.  
He made the choice to enter the Navy 
on April 1, 1997 and subsequently 
attended Aircrew, Rescue Swimmer 
School and Aviation Machinist Mate 
“A” school at NAS Pensacola.  From 
there he went to H-3 (Sea King) Fleet 
Replacement Aircrewman training 
(FRAC) at Helicopter Combat 
Support Squadron TWO (HC-2)  
in Norfolk, Va. He was assigned to 
Fleet Composite Squadron EIGHT 
(VC-8) in Puerto Rico and reported 
in February of 1998. He achieved the 
rank of Petty Officer Second Class in 
January 2000. While at VC-8, he was 
selected as Aircrewman of the Year, 
received the Sikorsky Maintenance 
Award and was awarded his first 
two Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals.  

In March 2002, Michalski 
transferred back to HCS-2 FRAC 
in Norfolk, Va. for instructor duty. 
While at HSC-2 he earned his 
designation as Enlisted Aviation 
Warfare Specialist as well as a 

Master Training Specialist. In May 
2004, Michalski was advanced to 
Petty Officer First Class and was 
awarded his third Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal. 

 He transferred to Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron TWENTY-FIVE 
(HSC-25) on Anderson AFB in 
Guam arriving in December 2005 
where he performed the duties of 
Operations and Training. Michalski 
then volunteered to deploy on USS 
Bonhomme Richard (LHD6) with 
the HSC-23 “Wildcards” filling a 
critical vacant Search and Rescue 

(SAR) billet. While deployed, he 
qualified as an Enlisted Surface 
Warfare Specialist and completed 
three college classes in addition to 
serving as the SAR Leading Petty 
Officer. While assigned to HSC-25, 
Michalski was awarded his fourth 
and fifth Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals.  

  After attending SH-60F FRAC, 
Michalski reported to the “Dust 
Devils” of VX-31 at China Lake, in 
April 2009. He immediately took 
over as Search and Rescue LPO and 
qualified as the NATOPS Blue Card 
Instructor. Michalski continues 
to distinguish himself responding 
to eight rescue calls and directly 
assisting eleven military and civilian 
victims in support of Inland Search 
and Rescue missions. As a “Dust 
Devil”, Michalski has continued 
to work towards an Engineering 
Technology Associate’s degree in 
science. In 2009, Michalski was a 
finalist for the Navy League Blue 
Jacket of the Quarter and is VX-31’s 
2010 Sailor of the Year.  

YN2
Sandra C. Olmos

United States Navy
Petty Officer Sandra C. Olmos 

was born in Los Lirios, Durango, 
Mexico and immigrated to the 

United States in 1981 with her family.  
She received her U.S. citizenship 
in 1996 and enlisted in the Navy 
Reserve on June 25, 2003 from her 
hometown of Albuquerque, N.M. 
She then attended basic training at 
Recruit Training Command, Great 
Lakes, Ill. enroute to Naval Reserve 
Fleet Hospital Dallas Detachment 
15 located in Albuquerque, N.M., a 
subordinate command of the Navy 
Marine Corps Reserve Center, 
Albuquerque. 

In September 2005, Olmos 
reported to Navy Marine Corps 

Reserve Center, Albuquerque on 
ADSW orders where she was given 
the position of Funeral Honors 
Coordinator. While at NMCRC, she 
flawlessly coordinated all military 
funerals within the New Mexico 
area. As Color Guard Team Leader 
she was responsible for ensuring 
all funeral and event presentations 
were conducted with precision and 
professionalism. While on active 
duty for special work orders,  Olmos 
began working on her Associates 
degree in Liberal Arts and completed 
her AA in December 2008. As a 
result of her continued outstanding 
performance Olmos was awarded 
JSOY for 2006 while serving at 
NMCRC Albuquerque. 

Olmos submitted her package 
for Full Time Support and was 
selected in September 2007. In June 
2008, she reported to Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 
THREE (EODMU3) Detachment 
China Lake as the Administration 
Petty officer. Her meticulous nature 
and professional performance was 
key to her ability to take on more 
challenging roles as the detachment 
Supply Petty Off icer and the 
additional responsibility of purchase 
card holder completing all command 

Bluejacket of the Year nominees

Nominees page 8

Nominees, from Page 4

AWS1 (AW/SW)  
Anthony J. Michalski

YN2
Sandra C. Olmos
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Bluejacket of the Year nominees

purchases. Always one to better 
herself and her surroundings, Olmos 
continued to attain command level 
qualifications and positions. She 
accepted the responsibility as the 
CPR instructor for the unit and has 
certified numerous military and 
civilian personnel from various 
NAWS Commands in CPR/AED and 
first aid. Olmos volunteered to join the 
Sexual Assault Prevention Program 
and has been a Victim Advocate for 
two years which led to her desire to 
be more involved in our community.  
Her training and understanding 
made her an ideal candidate to 
serve as a Victim Advocate for 
the High Desert Women’s Center. 
Olmos’ com mit ment to the 
detachment, NAWS China Lake 
and her community has led to two 
nominations and selections as Sailor 
of the Year for 2009 and again for 
2010.    

In her quest of continuing her 
education, Olmos is currently 
working on her Bachelors in 
Psychology at Ashford University 
and expects to complete her degree 
over the next two years. Olmos 
continues to shine far above her 
peers and shows continual upward 
progression regarding her military 
career and community service 
volunteer duties.

Sgt.  
Jose A. Pinel 

United States Marine Corps
Sgt. Jose A. Pinel was born 

in David Chiriqui, Republic of 
Panama on March 15, 1987.  He 
enlisted in the Marine Corps on 
March 28, 2007, and reported to 
recruit training at Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., 
on May 14, 2007.  Pinel graduated 
recruit training as a Private First 
Class, upon graduation, he reported 
to Marine Combat Training School, 
Camp Geiger, N.C.

After graduation from Marine 
Combat Training School, Pinel 
received orders to the Naval 
Air Technical Training Center 
(NATTC) in Pensacola, Fla. Pinel 
successfully completed the Aircrew 
Equipmentman Class A1 Common 
Core, O Strand and I Strand and 
graduated on Dec. 21, 2007.  On 

June 2, 2008, Pinel reported to 
Marine Corp Air Station (MCAS) 
Beaufort, S.C. and became part 
of the Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 31 (MALS-31) under 
Marine Aircraft Group 31 (MAG-
31). There, he worked as a Flight 
Equipment technician specializing in 
parachute packing, ejection survival 
systems, and oxygen systems. On 
Feb. 1, 2008, Pinel was promoted to 
the rank of Lance Corporal. On June 
2, 2008, Pinel was meritoriously 
promoted to the rank of Corporal. 
By Oct. 28, 2008, Pinel received 
orders to Operation Iraqi Freedom 
in support of Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 122 (VMFA-122). He 
reported to Marine Air Logistics 
Squadron TWO NINE (MALS-29) 
and also served under MALS-
16 before returning stateside on 
March 14, 2009. While in Al-Asad 
air station, Pinel received training 
and worked on over 13 different 
type/model aircraft. He was also 
assigned to the production control 
department where he managed the in 
and out flow of gear applicable to 800 
division while under the directive of 
MALS-16.

Pinel received orders to report 
to NAWS China Lake on June 26, 
2009. Pinel was assigned to Air Test 
and Evaluation Squadron Nine (VX-
9). Here, Pinel will receive further 
training of rotary type aircraft and 
eventually become a Duty Quality 
Assurance Representative for work 
center 13A. On Aug. 2, 2009, Pinel 
was meritoriously promoted to 
his current rank. Pinel currently 
serves as the Work Center 13A 
Non-Commissioned Officer in 

Charge, in the VX-9 Maintenance 
Department.

Pinel’s personal decorations 
include the Marine Corp Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Iraq Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terror 
Service Medal and Sea Service 
Deployment Ribbon.

AT1 (AW/SW)  
Jeremiah James Seely  

United States Navy
Petty Officer Jeremiah James 

Seely was born in Port Hueneme 
Naval Hospital, Port Hueneme, on 
March 24, 1977, to parents Glenna 
and Machinists Mate Second 
Class Roy Seely. Upon his father’s 
separation from active Naval 
service, his family moved to their 
home town of Spokane, Wash., 
where he was raised. He enrolled 
in the Delayed Entry Program in 
August 1994 and graduated from 
West Valley High School in June of 
1995. On June 26, 1995 he reported 
to Recruit Training Command, 
Great Lakes for “boot camp.”  
Upon completion of Basic Training 
in September 1995, he reported 
to Naval Air Technical Training 
Center in Millington, Tenn. for 
Aviation Electronics Technician 
AV “A” School graduating on April 
9, 1996, follow-on training at Naval 
Technical Training Unit (NTTU) 
Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi 
Miss. where he studied physical and 
mechanical calibration and basic 
calibration and repair of general 
purpose electronic test equipment 
earning the both 1588 and 6673 
Naval Enlisted Classif ication 
Codes (NEC).

In November 1996, Seely reported 
for duty to Aviation Intermediate 
Maintenance Department (AIMD) 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island as 
a Calibration Technician.  Seeking 
additional responsibility, Seely 
volunteered for duty with the Base 
Security Force where he learned 
valuable leadership skills that would 
later prove instrumental in his career, 
advancing to Petty Officer Third Class 
in June 1998. Nov. 8, 2002 Seely again 
reported to NTTC Keesler Air Force 
Base for advanced troubleshooting 
techniques and advanced precision 
measurement methods training where 
he earned the 6718 NEC  and received 

orders back to the west coast.
In October of that same year, 

Seely reported to his first sea 
command, USS Enterprise (CVN 
65), and was assigned to the AIMD 
Calibration Laboratory.  Rapidly 
qualifying as a Collateral Duty 
Inspector, he set his sights on 
achieving a  career milestone; 
En l i s t ed  Av ia t ion  Wa r fa re 
Specialist.  In June 2000, he was 
advance to Petty Officer Second 
Class and hit yet another milestone 
achievement, Enlisted Surface 
Warfare Specialist.  In November 
2002, Seely reported to Advanced 
Troubleshooting and Precision 
Measurement Methods training 
earning the 6718 NEC, then received 
follow-on orders to Commander, 
Airborne Early Warning Wing 
Pacific (COMAEWWINGPAC) 
Aviation Intermediate Maintenance 
Department (AIMD), Point Mugu. 

In February 2006, Seely reported 
to the Unit Deployment Program 
(UDP) Sea Operational Deployment 
(SeaOpDet) and was advanced to 
Petty Officer First Class. In April 
2009, Seely reported to his current 
duty station, Fleet Readiness Center 
West, Detachment China Lake, where 
he has served in several key positions 
including Production Control Leading 
Petty Officer and President of the First 
Class Association.

Seely is dual Warfare Qualified, 
has made two deployments onboard 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65), and has 
been awarded the Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement medal, two 
Letters of Commendation and various 

Nominees, from Page 7
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The Annual Bluejacket 
of the Year Awards Dinner, 
sponsored by the Indian Wells 
Valley Council of the Navy 
Leauge, will be held at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 26, at 
Paradise Community Center.

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e 
awards dinner is to honor 
the outstanding enl isted 
men and women stationed at 
China Lake. Each year two 
service members, one senior 
and one junior, from Naval 
Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron NINE, Air Test 
and Evaluation Squadron 
THREE ONE; the Marine 
Aviation Detachment, Branch 
Health Clinic, and other tenant 
commands are selected from an 
outstanding pool of candidates 
to be honored as the Bluejacket 
of the Year.

Major sponsors of the 
Awa rd s  Di n ne r  i nclude 
Ray theon, Jacobs Naval 
Systems Group, NDTI, DCS, 
Lockheed, EclecTek, LLC’s, 
Master Gunnery Sgt. Shel 
Simonovich, Mark and Deb 
Storch, China Lake Rotary 
Club, Wyle, and Booz Allen 
Hamilton.  Other sponsors are: 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty, 
the Ridgecrest Elks Lodge, 
Dr. Daniel Kus, DDS, and 
numerous private donors.

For more information, 
contact Mark Storch, president 
IWV Navy League, at (760) 
977-4222 or Dan Thomas, 
Bluejacket Chairman, at (760) 
939-0259 or daniel.l.thomas.
ctr@navy.mil.

Bluejacket 
of the 
Year 

dinner is 
March 26

Corps was established. With the 
passage of the Women’s Armed 
Services Integration Act on June 
12, 1948, women gained permanent 
status in the armed services. The 
first six women enlisted in the 
regular Navy July 7, 1948, and on 
October 15, 1948, the first eight 
female officers were commissioned. 
The first woman naval aviator was 
designated in February 1974, and 
women were f irst assigned to 

selected non-combatant ships in 
1978. Opportunities were later 
broadened to include service in 
combatants and piloting combat 
aircraft following the repeal of the 
Combat Exclusion Law in 1994. 
Most recently, in April 2010, the 
Navy announced a policy change 
that allows women to serve on 
submarines.

Notable women in the Navy, 
past and present, include:

• The more than 80,000 Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 

Service (WAVES), including Lt. 
Cmdr. Mildred H. McAfee, USNR, 
WAVES director and the Navy’s 
first female line officer.

• Rear Adm. Nora Tyson, the 
Navy’s first female carrier strike 
group commander, who took 
command of Carrier Strike Group 
Two in July, 2010.

•  Nav y civ i l ians Kat r ina 
Mansfield of NAVAIR, Burvis 
Robinson and Andrea Freeman 
of NAVFAC, and Voka Stokes 
of SPAWAR, recipients of the 

2010 National Women of Color 
Technology All-Star Awards.

• Lt. Cmdr. Christina Dalmau, 
Naval Nuclear Power Training 
Command; Lt. Sarah B. Rice, 
Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Center Pacific; and CMDCM(SW/
AW) Susan A. Whitman, USS 
Abraham Lincoln, winners of the 
2011 Captain Joy Bright Hancock 
Leadership Awards.
Promoting Professional 
Development of All Sailors

Eve n t s  h ig h l ig h t i ng  t he 

achievements of women this year 
include:

• 22nd Annual International 
Women in Aviation Conference, 
February 24-26, Reno, Nev.

• Sea Services Leadership 
Association Women’s Leadership 
Symposium, March 15-16, San 
Diego.

• Federally Employed Women 
National Training Conference, July 
18-22, Philadelphia.

History, from Page 2



$1099
One Medium Specialty Pizza

Make it a large for $2 more
Carry-out only. Limited time offer

Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only

You are always welcome at our carry out lobby at 856 North China Lake Blvd., Suite A 

Place your order online at www.dominos.com
Hours: M-Th and Sun 10 am – Midnight • Fri & Sat 10 am – 1 am

Place your order online at www.dominos.com

Salute to the China Lake Naval Base

$699
1 Large Pick up Speical

Pick-up only. Limited time offer. 
Must Present Coupon.

$500 ea
Lunch is served 
Any sandwich, small  

2 toppings Pizza or pasta penne

Limited time offer. Must Present Coupon.

$2699
Family Value Pack 

2 Large, 2 Topping Pizzas, 1 order 
Chicken Tenders, 2 liter of Soda

Limited time offer. Must Present Coupon.

Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only

760-384-2800

We also have Pasta, 
Sandwiches,  

Desserts and Salads

Limited time offer; new lines only. † Rates exclude surcharges, fees and taxes. High-speed Internet required. Subscrib-
ers agree to be bound by the Terms of Service. See Vonage.com/tos for details. Unlimited calling and other services are 
based on normal residential rate and are subject to Terms of Service on Vonage.com/tos *In-plan international calling may 
exclude certain call types such as calls to cell phones depending on the destination. Out of plan calls are charged at our 
low per minute rates.  Offer valid in the US only. See Terms of Service for details.  ^ Where available. The number transfer 
process may take up to 10 business days from the time you confirm your transfer request. Vonage 911 service operates 
differently than traditional 911. See www.vonage.com/911 for details. TTY, Alarms and other systems may not be compat-
ible.  ©2010 Vonage.

WHEN YOU ADD IT ALL UP, NOTHING ELSE 
STACKS UP!
• Unlimited local and long distance.
• Calls to more than 60 countries.*
• Great features like readable voicemail and  
 simulring.

EASY TO SWITCH, EASY TO SAvE
• Keep your existing phone number^.
• Vonage® works with your existing home
 phone and high-speed Internet connection.
• 25 Premium Features at no extra cost.
• FREE activation.

(PLUS FEES AND TAXES.)

Call: 1 .866.924.2933

FREE
ACTIVATION

Only pay $14.99/mOnth 

No aNNual coNtract
No commitmeNt

fOr hOme phOne service fOr the first three mOnths, then Only pay $25.99/mOnth.  
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Chamber society to 
feature Felici Trio

Ridgecrest Chamber Music 
Society continues the 2010-2011 
winter season with chamber music 
performed by the Felici Trio from 
Mammoth Lakes, with guest 
artist, Hillary Herndon, viola. 

The centerpiece of this concert, 
entitled “Music of the Heart”, is 
the Sonata for Viola and Piano by 
Rebecca Clarke, which won first 
prize in New York’s 1919 Coolidge 
Competition.  

This concert will be presented 
on Sunday, March 13 at 4 p.m. at 
Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church, 
633 W. Las Flores Ave. Tickets 
(donation), at $25/adult, $20/
senior, Military and student, are 
available at Red Rock Bookstore 
and Maturango Museum as well 
as at the door. For information call 
Gordon Wilcher at (760) 446-2060.

Ridgecrest Branch 
Library offers programs

Pre-School Storytime   
Thursdays  11 a.m. Stories, 
rhymes, puppetry for ages 3 to 5.

Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance/Tax Counseling for 
the Elderly Saturdays 1 to 3 p.m.   

Call for appt   760-375-2352.
Dog Day Afternoons: 

Saturdays   March 12 and 26 at 
2 p.m. Children read to Therapy 
Dogs for reading practice.

Ridgecrest Chess Club   
Saturdays 5 p.m. in meeting 
room. Use west side entrance, no 
child care.

In ‘n Out Burger “Cover to 
Cover” Reading Program, March 
5 through April 16. Children ages 
4 through 12 read five books for 
coupon for free burger.

Friends of the Library Used 
Book Sale, Saturday, March 12   
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Discount for 
members, memberships sold at 
the door.

Friends Booth at the Ridgecrest 
Health Fair, Saturday, March 26, 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Health books 
from the library, some books for 
sale, stop by to chat.

Environmental Office 
offers information for 
disposal of batteries
What do you do with spent 

batteries from your recorders, 
cameras, and radios?  Do you 
realize that they are hazardous 
waste and must be managed 

through your facility’s hazardous 
waste point of contact?  Do you 
know who your point of contact is?

The facility’s hazardous waste 
point of contact should have an 
appropriate location to accumulate 
office hazardous waste (batteries, 
aerosols, etc.) until pick up.  
Alkaline batteries need to be stored 
in sealed zip-lock bags.  Each bag 
can contain different types (AA, D, 
9-volt) of alkaline batteries.  

Facility hazardous waste 
points of contact should know 
that all other spent batteries, such 
as lithium and nickel-hydride, 
must be placed in sealed zip-lock 
bags with one battery per bag.  
Bags can be obtained at no cost 
by calling (760) 939-3836.  

If you have questions about 
management of batteries or 
any other hazardous waste 
and/or don’t know who your 
facility hazardous waste point 
of contact is, please call the 
Environmental Office at (760) 
939-3239 or (760) 939-3219.

Personal Statement of 
Benefits available

Have you ever needed a 
statement of benefits that includes:

• Value of your life insurance
• Cost of your health insurance
• Optional retirement benefits
• Disability retirement benefits
• Survivor benefits
• Value of your annual leave, if 

you leave federal service
All this and more is available 

in the Employee Benefits 
Information System (EBIS) 
Personal Statement of Benefits 
(PSoB).  The PSoB is also an 
important source of information 
for your next of kin in the event 
of your death.  Additional 
information is available in 
Benefits Bulletin 2011-2, Personal 
Statement of Benefits available 
at http://www.public.navy.mil/
donhr/Benefits/resources/Pages/
Default.aspx.   

If you have questions about 
your PSoB or need help accessing 
EBIS, call the Benefits Line 
at 888-320-2917 and select 
menu option #4 to speak with a 
Customer Service Representative 
(CSR).  CSRs are available from 
7:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m., Eastern 
Time, Monday through Friday, 
except on federal holidays.  The 
TTY number for the deaf and 
hard of hearing is 866-328-9889.

NMCI users reminded 
to power down 
workstations

According to the latest NMCI 
Information Bulletin (NIB), all 
NMCI users are directed to power 
down their workstations at the 
end of the work day by using the 
Start Tab/Shut down function on 
their computers.  Additionally, all 
peripheral devices (e.g., speakers, 
monitors, locally attached 
printers, etc.) shall be powered 
off.  Do NOT shut off power strips 
connected to your computer.

An automated solution has 
been deployed across the NMCI 
enterprise that will enable users to 
receive daily electronic software 
distribution updates without the 
requirement of having workstations 
powered on after normal working 
hours.  This solution remotely 
turns on an NMCI workstation 
10 minutes before an electronic 
software distribution update takes 
place.  While this does not allow 
for the securing of the workstations 
after an update has been received, 
a second solution is being worked 
to support this function, although 
there isn’t an estimated completion 
date.

Community events/News
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VX-31 Public Affairs

On the morning of Jan. 14, 
2011, Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons Division (NAWCWD) 
Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
THREE ONE Search and Rescue 
(SAR) responded to a call from 
Death Valley National Park 
Service (NPS) rangers to assist 
in the search for lost hikers.  Three 
adults traveling with a toddler 
failed to return the previous day 
from the Deadhorse Canyon area 
on the northwestern side of Death 
Valley.  After surviving overnight 
temperatures that dropped to 28 
degrees, they climbed to a high 
point and dialed 9-1-1 on their 
cell phone.  NPS captured the 
Geographical Positioning System 
(GPS) coordinates from the brief 
9-1-1 call but had no further 
communication or information.

Lt. Cmdr. Kenneth Gilbert, 
VX-31 SAR Officer, recalled the 
SAR crew that was engaged in 
a training mission in Panamint 
Valley.  Lt. Neal “Fog” Barham 
assumed command as SAR mission 
commander and flew “Rescue 462” 
through restricted airspace back to 
China Lake for refueling.  Marine 
Corps officers Lt. Col. Raymond 
“Plarg” Schreiner and Capt. Erik 
“Backstreet” Boyce intercepted 
the same radio calls in their VX-
31 AH-1Z Cobra attack helicopter 

and aborted their training mission 
to join the search. 

While both aircraft refueled at 
China Lake, crew chief Aviation 
War fa re Systems Operator 
First Class Anthony Michalski 
and Helicopter Inland Rescue 
Aircrewman (HIRA) Second 
Class Eddie Alford joined VX-
31 Flight Surgeon Lt. Joe Vo to 
complete the search and rescue 
crew.  By 10:30 a.m. Rescue 
462 scrambled to the location 
coordinates, followed by Lt. Col. 
Schreiner and Capt. Boyce.

Fortunately, Rescue 462 had 
recently come out of a preventative 
maintenance cycle where major 
portions of the aircraft were taken 
apart, refurbished, repaired and 
rebuilt. “That bird was more than 
ten knots faster than any SH-60 
I have ever f lown in a straight 
and level f light,” said co-pilot 
Lt. Brian “Lumbergh” Culver.  
“It was great to know we could 
demand everything it had and 

it would deliver in such a big 
way.  This rescue couldn’t have 
happened without our maintainers 
who put in a lot of hard work 
getting this bird back in the air,” 
Culver said.

Minutes after reaching their 
target location, Alford spotted the 
hikers on a ridge approximately 
one-third of a mile away.  It took 
several fly-by passes to determine 
wind direction and to choose a 
safe landing area before setting 
down on a nearby ridge.  “The first 
time we landed, the slope was too 
steep and we realized we would 
exceed our cross-slope limits.  
We had to pick up and slide left 
to find a better landing site,” said 
Culver.  “I had to hold cyclic into 
the slope and keep power on the 
aircraft so it didn’t slide down the 
hill or roll over.”

When they finally reached 
the group, around 11:30 a.m. that 

VX-31 SAR rescue stranded 
hikers, toddler from Death 

Valley National Park

Courtesy Photo

Rescue 462, an SH-60F from the NAWCWD VX-31 Dust Devils, lands at Stovepipe Wells airport in Death 
Valley after rescuing three hikers and a toddler from high altitude mountainous terrain.

Rescue page 13

“We found three adult men and a  
17-month old baby. All were severely 
dehydrated, hungry and cold.”

VX-31 Flight Surgeon Lt. Joe Vo

T he Un ited St a tes  Dr ug 
Enforcement Administration recently 
exercised its emergency scheduling 
authority to control five chemicals 
(JWH-018, JWH-073, JWH-200, 
CP-47, 497 and cannabicyclohexanol) 
used to make synthetic marijuana 
or “Spice” products.  Except as 
authorized by law, this action makes 
possessing and selling these chemicals 
or the products that contain them 
illegal in the United States.

Pr ior to th is act ion, DoN 
personnel were subject only 
to  pena lt y  for  v iola t ion of 
NAVADMIN 108/10, which issued 
a punitive order prohibiting use or 
possession of Spice. 

The DEA’s addition of Spice to 
the Schedule 1 list has the following 
significant legal effect:

• As of this message, military 
personnel are still subject to 
NAVADMIN 108/10, meaning 
violation may result in punitive 
action under Article 92, Uniformed 
Code for Military Justice for violation 

of a lawful general order and 
administrative action under various 
Military Personnel Manual articles. 
Possession, use and distribution of 
Spice are now additionally violations 
of Article 112a, UCMJ -- Wrongful 
Use, etc. of a Controlled Substance.  
Violation of Article 112a may result 
in significant punitive action and is a 
mandatory processing offense under 
MILPERSMAN 1910-146.

• For civilians, as with the 
military, this means possession, 
use, and distribution of spice are 
violations of criminal law and 
installation law enforcement will 
have the authority to apprehend and 
prosecute Spice offenders on base 
in the same manner they do other 
drug offenses. 

The temporary scheduling action 
will remain in effect for at least one 
year, while the DEA and the United 
States Department of Health and 
Human Services further study 
whether these chemicals should be 
permanently controlled.

DEA takes 
emergency action 
to outlaw synthetic 

marijuana

Special From Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

(MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West

WASH I NGTON ( N NS) — 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick 
D. West released the following 
Seabee birthday message to the 
Fleet Mar. 5.

“Shipmates,
For 69 years our Navy Seabees 

have been protecting the nation and 
serving the U.S. Navy with pride and 
outstanding dedication. The men 
and women of the Seabees, have 
been engaged globally, constructing 
bases, building airfields, roads, 
bridges and other support facilities, as 
well as below the world’s oceans and 
waterways conducting underwater 
construction. Seabees play a very 
essential role in supporting the Fleet 
and Combatant Commands while 
carrying out our Navy’s maritime 
strategy. 

I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
Bees all around the world from 

your bases in Gulfport and Port 
Hueneme, to the deserts of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and to the Western 
Pacific, and I’m always inspired 
by your determination and Esprit 
de Corps, whether in combat, 
humanitarian relief missions or 
helping to build communities or 
nations. Seabees live their motto 
of ‘Seabees Can Do.’ 

Seabees continue to answer 
our nation’s call to build and fight, 
provide needed humanitarian 
assistance and win the hearts 
and minds of local communities, 
governments and organizations 
through community relations 
projects worldwide, proving our 
great Navy is a Global Force for 
Good.

Thank you, Seabees, for what 
you do every day and for your 
continued service and dedication 
to our nation and our Navy.

Happy Birthday and OOOORAH 
Bee’s!

Very Respectfully,
MCPON (Honorary Seabee)”

MCPON sends Seabee 
birthday message
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The second Young Engineers 
and Scientists (YES) of Ridgecrest 
conference will be held 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Dr. William B. McLean 
Laboratory (Building 10) at China 
Lake on Saturday, April 9.  The 
YES of Ridgecrest conference, 
open to middle school-aged boys 
in sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-
grades, is designed to elevate the 
awareness and importance of math 
and science.

Through fun-filled, hands-on 
workshops, students are introduced 
to applications in math, science and 
technology to expose them to the 
possibilities in traditional and non-
traditional careers.  Students can 

choose from 15 diverse workshops 
that include topics like Ice Cream 
from Thin Air; Slime; Blast Off; 
Waves of the Future; Syringe 
Robots; Electric Motor Building; 
and a Catapult Launch Challenge.

Registration forms for the 2011 
conference are available online 
at http://yesridgecrest.com and at 
local middle schools.  Registration 
opens March 14 and completed 
forms must be posted by March 
18.  The $10 conference fee covers 
attendance in three of the 15 
workshops, a YES of Ridgecrest 
T-shirt, and lunch.  Attendance is 
limited and will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis.

Mike Rogers, from the Young Engineers and Scientists (YES!) of Ridgecrest, 
supervises students during the “Blast Off” launch demonstration during 
the 2010 conference.

Young Engineers and 
Scientists of Ridgecrest 

conference April 9

WorkAbility students get hands on training

Contributed photo

Burroughs High school student, Stacy Spurgeon, right, and NAWCWD Prototype Production Support 
Technician, Nanette Pearl, use a caliper to measure the distance between two opposing sides of an object.  
Stacy is one of several students who works part-time at NAWCWD through a cooperative arrangement 
between the school district and the government called the WorkAbility program.  This program gives high 
school students the opportunity to be trained and work in real positions to broaden their career awareness 
and obtain job skills while completing their high school education.

Volunteer keyworkers for the Combined Federal Campaign pose following award presentations March 1 at the 
NAWS Conference Center. NAWCWD Vice Commander Capt. Rich Burr presented certificates of appreciation 
and other awards to workers. Susan Walker, third from left in back row, was presented with the Fran Rugg Award 
for exceptional service to the campaign which raised more than $200,000 in donations for chairities. Back row, 
from left: Burr, Sue Benson, Walker, Jaimie Combs, Anthony Damiano, Jeanette Henley, Paula Davis, Elizabeth 
Allen, Carlyn Benham, Kari Boisvert-PCFO and director of United Way of the Indian Wells Valley, Lori Casperson 
and A02 Patrick Jamey. Front row from left: Diane Sullivan, Florence Bombela, Kim Magby, Martha Zielke, Susan 
Read (kneeling) Judy Wiley, Karen Kline, Mara Bowen- CFC Chair, Letia Courtney and Line Scanlan

CFC workers recognized

March 10
1783 - USS Alliance (Capt. John 

Barry) defeats HMS Sybil in final 
naval action of Revolution in West 
Indies waters

1933 - Pacific Fleet provides 
assistance after earthquake at Long 
Beach, Calif.

1945 - Navy and civilian nurses 
interned at Los Banos, Philippines 

flown back to U.S. Navy nurses 
awarded Bronze Star.

1948 - First use of jets assigned 
to operational squadron (VF-5A) 
on board a carrier (USS Boxer)

March 11
1935 - Birth of Naval Security 

Group when OP-20G became the 
Communications Security Group

1941 - President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt signs Lend-Lease Act
1942 - In a PT boat, Lt. Cmdr John 

Bulkeley leaves the Philippines to 
take General Douglas MacArthur 
to Australia

This date in U.S. Naval history



To advertise in the
Worship Directory 
please call toll free  
(877) 247-9288.

Sunday
	 9:15 am 	 Prayer
	 10:00 am Worship Service

(Ministry for children provided 
from birth - 6th grade)

Tuesday  -  
	 7:00 pm Youth Group 12-18 yrs

Shine the Light Wednesday’s
7:00 pm	 	 – Join us at LeRoy
Jackson Park every Wednesday
evening through the summer.
Enjoy live music, fellowship and
a great word.

Desert Christian Center
100 E. Bataan

Ridgecrest, CA  93555
(760) 375-9954

(Across from Walmart)
www.desertchristiancenter.org

Come and Worship 
With Us...

There’s a River in 
Ridgecrest!

Lutheran Congregations in Mission 
for Christ (LCMC)

Grace
Lutheran ChurCh

Sunday WorShip
8:00 am – Holy 

Communion Service
10:30 am Celebration Service

with Holy Communion

ChriStian EduCation
9:15 am Classes for all Ages

Lovingly Staffed Nursery w/pagers

502 n. norma St.
ridgcrest

 (760) 375-9768
www.gracelutheran.org

“Proclaiming the Gospel in 
the Desert Empire”

Rev. Mark Rowland uPastor Visit our Web Site at www.rcnazarene.org

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
571 No. Norma Street • 375-4433

Sunday
9 a.m. Worship & Children’s Church

Sunday School for Teens/Young Adults
11 a.m. Contemporary Service
6 p.m.  Evening Praise Service/Children’s Church

Wednesday
9 a.m.  WOW - Women’s Bible Study
11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study
6:15 p.m.  Caravan 4 years - 6th grade
6:15 p.m.  Jr./Sr. High Youth Group

James L. Goss, Pastor • Gregory Griffin, Children’s Pastor
Matthew Connally, Youth Pastor • Jeff  Little, Worship & Arts Pastor

Worship  
Directory

All Souls’ 
Episcopal Church

Welcomes You
Join us for worship

Every Sunday at 5 p.m.
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar
The Rev. Ruth Eller, Assisting

Historical Society Building
230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
For information call:

(760) 499-1493 or 
(760) 375-8148

All Souls’ Episcopal Church 
is a member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion.

China Lake Baptist Church is a place where you can experience the truth 
and power of God’s Word. We invite you to come and discover the joy 
of being involved in a Bible-believing church that seeks to reach people for 
Christ and provide a Biblical foundation for life.

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.  • Morning Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service  – 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer & Bible Study – 6:00 p.m.

China   Lake

Baptist  Church

1311 N. Norma St. • Ridgecrest
(Sierra Vista Center)

(760) 977-8516
Pastor Jason W. Heneise

pastor@chinalakebc.org

www.chinalakebc.org

St. Michael’s Anglican Church

Principal Services

Sun Traditional (Rite I) 7:30 AM
Sun Family (Rite II) 10:00 AM
Sat Traditional (1928 Rite) 5:00 PM

A member of the Anglican Church in North America

We invite you to worship with us. We are a church family that cares.

200 W. Drummond Ave
(760) 446-5816  www.saintmikeschurch.org

St Michaels 05.07.10
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The employees listed have been approved as leave recipients under the Leave Transfer Program.  
These employees have exhausted annual and sick leave because of medical emergencies and 
anticipate being in a leave-without-pay status for at least 24 hours.  Employees who wish to 
help a leave recipient may donate annual leave to the employee by submitting a completed OPM 
630-A Request to Donate Annual Leave (Within Agency) form.  Send your completed form to 
Code 731000D Stop 1316, Attn:  Madonna Archibeque, or you can fax to 939-1423.  For more 
information regarding the Leave Transfer Program, please call Madonna Archibeque at 939-8103 
or DSN 437-8103.    The 2011 leave year ends on 1 January 2012.  

NAME    CODE 
Baldwin, Barbara   410000D
Bales, Trisha M   71323AD
Bendot, Kathleen R.  452100E
Brandt, Tara   254100D
Breitengross, Rick A.  NAVFAC
Chunduri, Narendra  423000D
Clay, Shawna Y   685100E
Dickerson, Denise C.  414600D
Feulner, Michael F  NAVFAC
Flournoy, Novelyn L  783300D
Franco, Maria E   412000E
Fuller, Thomas A   NAVFAC
Gomez, Sonya M   71320AD
Gonzalez, Heather M.  254100D
Grace, Jenna M.   4L1000D
Guggenbuehl, Paul R.  512000D
Hefl in, Debra S.   400000D
Houtkooper, Wendeline M  78A4100D

NAME    CODE 
 Hunt, Lewis   523130E
Jackson, Sonja R   423000D
Jones, Donald T.   475100D
Mauldin, James V  473100D
Mendez, Deanna C  71321AD
Roberts, Billie Jo   478600D
Rodriguez, Patricia  658300E
Rubio, Gerardo   413100D
Silberberg, Colleen S  731000D
Swaney, Allyson A  K00000E
Talcott, Adam J.   471200D
Tanner, Sarah   451400D
Turbett, Jennifer J.  52J400D
Wallis, Joanne   414200E
Wells, Leah M   71322AD
Wheatley, Britt M.  71320AD
Wirtz, Anne Marie  4J2400D
Zuniga, Annette V.  71320AE

Leave Transfer Programoffer government purchase card 
holders a wide array of office 
supplies, hardware and other 
mission-related gear conveniently 
available for purchase on base.  A 
large portion of the merchandise 
is made by the organization’s 
blind, deaf-blind and other vision-
impaired and disabled employees.

“We basically identif ied a 
requirement for these services on 
base and immediately noted an 
opportunity that wouldn’t cost 
taxpayers anything,” said Cmdr. 
Brian Rosa, FISC San Diego’s 
supply management director. 
“We’re always t rying to f ind 
business opportunities for the 
National Industries for the Blind 
and their aff iliates to provide 
support wherever possible.”

Since its unoffi cial opening late 
last year, the supply center has 
racked up sales of about $20,000 a 
month, with sales expected to grow 
signifi cantly following the offi cial 
grand opening ceremony.

Revenue generated by the store’s 
sales will go back to the agency 
to fund additional training, new 
employment opportunities and 
other support services for vision-
impaired Americans.

“It means a lot to us to be 
able to help do our part in giving 
people opportunities they wouldn’t 
usually have, just because of a 
disability,” Rosa said.  “Having the 
opportunity to do that for them is 
extremely important to the Navy.”

Currently, Lighthouse for the 
Blind operates about 140 stores on 
military bases nationwide. The Seattle 
Lighthouse is a NIB affi liate.

“I really have the privilege 
to be here on behalf of the 225 
blind people who work for my 
organization,” Adams said.  “Thank 
you for this opportunity, thank you 
for the opportunity to serve, and 
thank you for your support.”

FISC San Diego, one of seven 
supply centers under Commander, 
Fleet and Industrial Supply Centers 
(COMFISCS), provides global 
logistics, business and support 
services to fl eet, shore and industrial 
commands of the Navy, Coast 
Guard, Military Sealift Command, 
and other Joint and Allied Forces. 
Services include contracting, 
regional t ranspor tation, fuel, 
material management, household 
goods movement support, postal 
and consolidated mail, warehousing, 
global logistics and husbanding, 
hazardous material management, 
and integrated logistics support.

Supply, from Page 1



Best Tacos in Town
Great Food, Great Service, Great Prices

Juniors Taco Shop

321 W. Inyokern Rd. • Ridgecrest
760-446-0929

Monday – Saturday
11:00 am – 8:00 pm

CloSed Sunday

10% Discount
Military/Gov’t Contractors

(ID required, not valid on any other offer)

Just Imagine!

Hrs:  Mon. – Fri. 10-6
 Sat. 11-5
 Sun. 11-4

(760) 371-3031
827 China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA  93555
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MarketMother  Earth

Where We Care About Your Health
221 Balsam St. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Clayton Ford
Phone (760) 375-9550

Fax (760) 375-9844

10% 
Military & Gov’t  

Contractor Discount
(ID Required)

FREE FEDERAL  
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  
RETIREMENT REPORT

We are Chartered Federal Employee Benefit Consultants 
(ChFEBC’s) & would like to provide you with a Federal 
Retirement Report.  Each Federal  Employee  must 
make tough decisions as to what benefits to take into 
retirement.  Each of these benefits has a cost associated 
with it and must be paid, by you, out of your retirement.  
Our assessment illustrates what your future retirement 
plan will look like based on your past & present financial 
decisions.  You will get a realistic picture of your  
FERS/CSRS annuity, survivor’s benefit, FEGLI, and TSP 
projections. 
With the possibility of no COLA’s in the future, the 
volatility of your TSP, & the accumulated cost of your 
benefits over time, doesn’t it make sense to get your 
FREE report today?

Tammy 760-793-1754 • Ryan 760-382-2947 

Terry’s Crafts
609 East Wilson • Ridgecrest, CA 

760-371-2317
760-382-4376

Handcrafted Wooden Items

110 S. China Lake Blvd.
across st. from BofA

(760) 375-9151

Family Full Service
Salon & Barber

Military Haircuts 
$8.00

Fades &
Flat Tops

Hanh’s Hair Design

To advertise, please call toll free 
(877) 247-9288. 
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Officer, he qualified to fly seven 
different types of Navy jets and 
flew in nearly every type of mission 
discipline in naval aviation.

Anderson stated, “My dream as 
a child was to fly fighter jets off 
an aircraft carrier. I had no idea 
that I would get to do all the things 
I’ve been able to do since I joined 
the Navy 25 years ago. I’ve logged 
flight time in 17 different types of 
aircraft and in just about everything 
the Navy has. My favorite, the 
F/A-18F Super Hornet Block II, is 
probably the most impressive all-
around combat aircraft that I’ve ever 
flown in.”  Anderson’s experience 
includes over 490 “traps” (carrier 
arrested landings) in the F-14A/
B/D, EA-6B, FA-18D, FA-18F and 
EA-18G.  Along the way he’s also 
logged operational flight time in 
the A-6E, E-2C, S-3B, ES-3A, 
T-45A, SH-60B, AH-1W, F-5F, F-
15D, B-52H and KC-135R.   He is 
also a graduate of the famous Navy 
Fighter Weapons School, known to 
most Americans as TOPGUN.

Ref lect ing on h is  ca reer, 
Anderson felt that his time as an 
F-14 instructor Radio Intercept 
Officer at NAS Miramar was one 
of the most gratifying in terms of 

Milestone, from Page 1

“My dream as a child was to fly fighter jets off an aircraft 
carrier. I had no idea that I would get to do all the things I’ve 
been able to do since I joined the Navy 25 years ago.”

making a difference.  “I understand 
how teachers feel after years pass 
and former students look them up 
and tell them how they made a 
difference in their lives and careers.  
Taking my students up in the 
airplane and watching them have 
that ‘ah-ha!’ moment when they 
first master a particular aviation 
principle or skill you’ve taught them 
was very rewarding to me.  It gave 
me a great sense of accomplishment 
that I was helping perpetuate the 
proud legacy of naval aviation.”

Anderson recalled, “Sixteen 
years ago, my friend Mark Thomas 
(now the Operations Officer for 
Naval Test Wing Pacific at China 
Lake) and I (both lieutenants 
at the time) were f lying mock 
air-to-air combat in an F-14D 
Tomcat near Yuma, Ariz., against 
some adversary F/A-18’s.  At 
the conclusion of a dogfight we 
were egressing fast and went 

supersonic.  Out of the corner 
of my eye something caught my 
attention.  Arching back from the 
intake of our airplane, a shock wave 
developed and became visible.  In 
humid climates supersonic shock 
waves are routinely visible as a 
cone-shaped cloud of water vapor 
forms around the aircraft.  In dry 
desert air, however, you don’t get 
a cloud, but if the lighting and 
conditions are just right you can 
see the shock wave distortion.  
The shock wave bends the light 
coming to your eye and the air 
looks like a ripple in a still pond.  I 
was so amazed to see a shock wave 
distortion in dry conditions and 
I figured Mark would be equally 
impressed, so I yelled, “Oh wow, 
look at that!”  He was so startled 
that he nearly leapt out of his 
ejection seat, thinking we were 
going to have a collision.  We had 
a good laugh about it later on, but 

in retrospect it wasn’t the best way 
to get my pilot Mark’s attention 
during something as stressful as 
mock air combat!  Still I was glad 
he got to see the shock wave, as 
I’ve only had the right conditions 
to see one three or four times in 
my 4,000 hours.”

Since late 2008, when Anderson 
became Executive Officer of VX-
31, he has assisted with a myriad 
of developmental software and 
hardware projects for NAWCWD’s 
leading edge programs.  Flight test 
aviators at China Lake help acquire 
data for the engineers and, as a result, 
help shape systems functionality.  
“We provide an aviator’s assessment 
as to how it functions, providing our 
perspective from the cockpit.  Based 
on our individual experiences in 
operational conditions, we pass 
along information as to how it 
works, how it should work, or how 
it can work better.”

morning, Vo, Michalski and 
Alford medically assessed them.  
“We found three adult men and 
a 17-month old baby. All were 
severely dehydrated, hungry and 
cold,” Vo reported. “The men 
appeared to be in good shape 
but the baby lay limp against its 
father’s chest — I was worried.  
When I nudged the baby, his skin 
felt cool but I saw no visual skin 
signs of hypothermia.  As they 
ran toward the helicopter with the 
baby, he started crying — which 
was a good sign.  Inside the helo, 
he interacted with his father, so I 
knew he would be OK.”

Once inside the helicopter, 
the SAR crew gave the group 
blankets and water.  “We noticed 
their water bottles were full of 
dead grass and dirt,” said Vo.  
“They had melted snow to drink.”  
Rescue 462 then transported 
them to Stovepipe Wells airport 
in Death Valley and released 
them to NPS. Rear Adm. Mat 
Winter, NAWCWD commander, 
commended the VX-31 SAR 
team. “Kudos to the Dust Devil 
SAR heroes and the maintainers 
that keep them flying.”

Rescue, from Page 10
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Community Support Programs Events
Bachelor’s Quarters  q  Child & Youth Programs  q  Dining Services  q  Family Housing  q  Fleet & Family Support Center  q  MWR  q  Navy Gateway Inns & Suites

Community Support Programs
Outdoor Recreation - 760-939-3006
Equipment Rental headquarters! Trailers, bikes, camping gear and party equipment!

Information, Tickets & Tours - 760-939-8644
Latest discounts on amusements parks, museums & the zoo!
Discount vouchers for hotels in the Los Angeles, San Diego and Las Vegas area.

Aquatics (Indoor Pool) - 760-939-2334
Lap swim Mon-Fri 5-7 am, 11 am-1 pm,  5-7 pm. Sat & Sun 10 am-3 pm.

Dining Services - 760-939-8662
Paradise Cafe o�ers all-you-can-eat bu�ets every day except Fridays! 
Salad Bar,  Italian, Salad, Soup, Sandwich, Mexican and Prime Rib Bu�ets!
Paradise Bar is open Thursday 6-9 pm and Friday 5-10 pm.

Auto Skills Center - 760-939-2346
March Special - Tire Machine 
50% o� for military, 25% o� for all others

RecStop Single Sailor Liberty Center - 760-939-4386
Daily activities! - Wi-Fi, games, video stations, computers, tournaments, food & fun!

Fleet & Family Support Center - 760-939-4545
Life Skills Courses, Personal Financial Management, Relocation and 
Counseling Services, TAP Classes, and Base Indocs.

Hall Memorial Lanes Bowling Center - 760-939-3471
FREE Active Duty Bowling, every Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 3-5 pm up to 3 games
FREE Active Duty Bowling, evrey Thursday, Noon - 5 pm up to 3 games!
Saturday, Xtreme Bowling 7-10:30 pm and Sunday, Family Bowling all day!

Active Duty and Community Appreciation
FREE Golf Day

China Lake Golf Course and Pro Shop
Open Sunrise to Sunset

7 Days a Week
760-939-2990

Friday, March 18
All Day!

Soccer League
April 5-May 11

(sign up by 3/1-3/28)

Sports & Fitness Complex 
760-939-2334

Games Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Active Duty - Free

All Other Teams - $100

MWR Woof Walk/Run
Friday, March18 @ 9 am 

Join us at the China Lake
Golf Course for a brisk
walk with your favorite
friend! 

Treats for the pups!

$5 per pup

To register or for
more information, 
call 760-939-2334

Open to all MWR patrons!
Sign up by 3/17

Spring Break at the Indoor Pool!

Lifeguard Training
March 21-25
9 am-5 pm

Call for details! Open Swim!
March 21-25

1-3 pm

Private and Group 
Swim Lessons Available

Full Moon Hike
Saturday, March 26

2-10 pm
Sign up by 3/16

Outdoor Recreation O¡ce
Bldg. 21, Blandy Ave.

760-939-3006
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For advertising opportunities 
online and in Rocketeer II

Call 877.247.9288 Today

www.chinalakenews.com
Local Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake  
News & Features
US Navy News
Searchable Website!
Updated Daily
Also contains complete print edition of  
Rocketeer II, base paper of Naval Weapon Station
View Archived editions of Rocketeer II
Local, regional and national news

Local, regional and national advertising

www.chinalakenews.com

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

AEROTECH
MULTI
MEDIA

News from over a dozen southwest 
U.S. military bases online at

www.aerotechnews.com

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
proudly presents  a

XERIC©  SEMINAR
(Xeriscape Education, Resource and Idea Corps)

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER:  

Fritzie von Jessen
Certified Master Desert Gardner & Naturalist, 

Living Desert Wildlife and Botanical Park Docent, Author

“Gorgeous and Water Efficient:
 the California Friendly Garden”

in conjunction with the

2011 Spring Home and Leisure Show
(Ridgecrest Fairgrounds)

SATURDAY, March 26 • 2-3:30 pm
(Author’s reception and book signing immediately following)

ADMISSION IS FREE.  Come early, save a seat for you 
and a friend and visit the IWVWD booth for the 

latest in water saving gadgets and materials! 
For more information, contact: (760) 384-5518

Switch today! 1-877-363-8471 
NO 

EQUIPMENT 
TO BUY! 

NO START-UP 
COSTS!

Act now and get:

°24-MO. LEASE AGREEMENT: Must maintain 24 consecutive months of any DIRECTV base programming package ($29.99/mo. or above) or qualifying international services bundle. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EQUIPMENT LEASE ADDENDUM MAY RESULT IN A CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER. IF SERVICE 
IS TERMINATED EARLY, A CANCELLATION FEE OF $20/MONTH REMAINING WILL APPLY. ALL EQUIPMENT IS LEASED AND MUST BE RETURNED TO DIRECTV UPON CANCELLATION, OR UNRETURNED EQUIPMENT FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS. RECEIVER UPGRADES: Second 
advanced receiver offer requires activation of an HD DVR as the first free receiver upgrade and subscription to Whole-Home DVR service. Advanced receiver instant rebate requires activation of the CHOICE XTRA package or above; MAS ULTRA or above (or for DVR receiver, OPTIMO MÁS Package or above); Jadeworld; or any qualifying 
international service bundle, which shall include the PREFERRED CHOICE programming package (valued at $38.99/mo.). Additional advanced receiver upgrades available for a charge. INSTALLATION: Standard professional installation only. Custom installation extra. 
^BILL CREDIT/PROGRAMMING OFFER: Free SHOWTIME for 3 months, a value of $38.97. Free Starz and SHOWTIME for 3 months, a value of $72. LIMIT ONE PROGRAMMING OFFER PER ACCOUNT. Account must be in “good standing,” as determined by DIRECTV in its sole discretion, to remain eligible. IF BY THE END OF PROMOTIONAL 
PRICE PERIOD(S) CUSTOMER DOES NOT CONTACT DIRECTV TO CHANGE SERVICE THEN ALL SERVICES WILL AUTOMATICALLY CONTINUE AT THE THEN-PREVAILING RATES INCLUDING THE $5/MO. LEASE FEE FOR THE 2ND AND EACH ADDITIONAL RECEIVER. PHOTO CREDITS: The Penguins of Madagascar © 2010 
Viacom International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of SHOWTIME Networks Inc., a CBS Company. All Rights Reserved. In certain markets, programming/pricing may vary. 
*DIRECTV® Whole-Home DVR service: Limit one remote viewing per HD DVR at a time. DIRECTV Whole-Home DVR service requires a DIRECTV Plus HD DVR, a Whole-Home-enabled HD Receiver for each additional TV, HD Access ($10/mo.), DVR service ($7/mo) and Whole-Home DVR service ($3/mo). For more information, visit 
directv.com/wholehome. ‡To access DIRECTV HD programming, an HD Access fee ($10/mo.) and HD television equipment are required. Number of HD channels varies by package selected. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming 
subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in first bill. PHOTO CREDITS: The Penguins of Madagascar ©2010 Viacom International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of SHOWTIME Networks Inc., a CBS Company. All Rights Reserved. ©2010 
DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, FAMILY and CHOICE XTRA are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.

Custom installation extra.

FREE
PRO INSTALL
IN UP TO 4 ROOMS

FREE
FOR 3 MONTHS^

Get 21 movie channels!

Over $70 Value!

FREE HD

IT’S FAST!
IT’S EASY!

Offer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offer

Models may vary. With activation of CHOICE XTRA™ package or higher. With 24 

mo. agreement and activation of Whole-Home DVR service.°

2 FREE
UPGRADES

HD DVR & HD RECEIVER

$298
Value!

OVER 160 HD CHANNELS 
AVAILABLE‡

With CHOICE XTRATM package or higher, 
and Auto Bill Pay.†

12 Channels 9 Channels

With CHOICE XTRA™ package or higher.

The Penguins of Madagascar 
on 

The most full-time HD 
channels—over 160!‡

Dexter™ on SHOWTIME HD ®

DIRECTV has more 
of what you want to watch!

The undisputed 
leader in sports

Offer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offerOffer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offer

Record and watch
your favorite shows 

from any room with a 
single HD DVR!*

Offer ends 2/9/11. Credit card required (except in MA & PA). New approved customers only (lease required). $19.95 Handling & Delivery fee may apply. Applicable use tax adjustment may apply on the retail value of the installation.

PACKAGES 
START AT

Everyday Low Price
The FAMILY™ package

$2999
mo.



($6/mo DVR service fee applies)

CALL NOW! FREE HD FOR LIFE!
(O	er requires 24-month Agreement and AutoPay with Paperless Billing)

(O	er requires 24-month Agreement and AutoPay with Paperless Billing)

($6/mo DVR service fee applies)

1-877-426-6809                   

$

HD Access Fee: $ $

$

$

$

$

$ SAVE!
440/yr over

DirecTV

400/yr over  
Digital Cable

$

$

FREE HD
24.99$

MONTH

Reg. Price $39.99/mo

LOCK IN YOUR SAVINGS FOR 12 MONTHS!
Over 120 Digital Channels!    

INCLUDES HD CHANNELS FREE FOR LIFE!

INCLUDES LOCAL CHANNELSHUNDREDS  MORE  
CHANNELS  AVAILABLE

HUNDREDS  MORE  
CHANNELS  AVAILABLE

(where available)

SAP = Free Spanish audio feed. 1= Requires purchase of additional dish antenna.  2 = 
Available at no additional cost to DISH Network customers with subscription to qualifying 
programming.  requires purchase of additional dish antenna.  3 = available in : Ohio, 
Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, and sections of Pennsylvania and Indiana 
Free HD for Life Offer requires 24-month Agreement and AutoPay with Paperless Billing

Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. If service is terminated before the end of agreement, a cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies. Programming credits apply during first 12 months. $10/mo HD add-on fee 
waived for life of current account; requires Agreement, AutoPay with Paperless Billing. HBO/Showtime offer requires AutoPay with Paperless Billing; credits apply during first 3 months ($72 value); customer must downgrade or then-current price applies. Requires 
continuous enrollment in AutoPay and Paperless Billing. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH Network upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; lease upgrade 
fees apply for select receivers; monthly fees may apply based on type and number of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local channels may not be available in all areas. Offer is 
subject to the terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer Agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. First-time DISH Network customers only. Offer ends 01/31/11. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.  All new customers are subject to a one-time Non-Refundable Processing Fee.  DirecTV savings based on choice package plus HD programming & DVR service 
for 2 TV Set UP, current price as of 7/22/10.  Digital Cable cost based on CNN Money article “Why cable is going to cost you even more”- 01/09/10  assumes AT120 at $39.99 compared to average cable price at $75.00.  99.9% signal reliability applies to transmission 
of DISH Network signal to customers.  Reception may vary for individual customer.  

Call 7 Days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code:MB811

1-877-426-6809                   
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General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI), is the prime contractor to the U.S. Air Force to provide Predator
and Predator B/MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are in extensive use in the skies over Iraq and
Afghanistan. The prop jet Predator B, operational with the U.S. Air Force, Royal Air Force, U.S. Navy, Department of
Homeland Security, and NASA, has also been acquired by the Italian Air Force. We are currently fulfilling a multi-million
dollar procurement contract to provide Gray Eagle aircraft systems to the U.S. Army and have just introduced the next
generation UAS in the Predator series, the pure jet Predator C Avenger. We are in search of qualified candidates to fill
our currently available positions: 

Headquarters
(San Diego, CA)
• Aerodynamics Engineers
• Buyers
• Contract Administrators
• Drafters
• Electrical Engineers
• Electronics Inspectors
• Electronic Technicians
• Engineer Designers
• Engineers – Propulsion Systems
• Engineers – System Integration
• Financial Analysts (Program Finance)
• Flight Control Engineers
• Imagery Analysts
• Machinists (Mori Seiki)
• Manufacturing Engineers
• Mechanical Engineers

• Price Cost Analysts
• Program Managers
• Project Control Analysts
• Project Engineers
• Quality Engineers
• Radar Technicians
• Reliability/Maintainability Engineers
• Scientists
• Software Engineers
• Subcontract Administrators
• Systems Administrators – Windchill
• Technical Writers

Gray Butte Flight Operations Facility
(Palmdale, CA)
• Aircraft Flight Schedulers
• A&P Specialists 
• Avionics/Electronics Technicians

• Business Analysts
• Mechanical Engineers
• Sensor Operators
• Technical Writers
• UAV Pilots
Advanced Development Facility
(Adelanto, CA)
• A&P Specialists
• Composite Technicians 
• Mechanical Engineers
• Project Engineers
• Quality Inspectors
• Test Technicians
Predator Maintenance
(Creech AFB, NV)
• Avionics Technicians
• Munitions Technicians

San Diego Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360 
Palmdale Facility Fax: (661) 789-5796

Adelanto Facility Fax: (760) 530-2501
Creech AFB Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360

Please visit our website for job descriptions and other employment opportunities. Apply online at www.ga-asi.com/careers.
You may fax your resume to GA-ASI (REFERENCE LOCATION ON YOUR RESUME):

Equal Opportunity Employer

Please Help Complete A Family
Become a Surrogate

Earn $25,000-$35,000

We currently have many local and
international couples in need.

Serving Southern California 
since 2005

888-400-0944
www.sunrisesurrogacy.com

R2/DE/Beacon 03.11.11
2 x 2
Sandra
Sunrise Surrogacy 
03.11.11
AK
Original
BW

Answers:
•  12 mo./Unlimited Mile warranty  
 on parts, labor & towing  nationwide
•  Competitive Pricing 
•  Genuine Toyota parts 
•  Shuttle service to your home or office
•  ASE Master Technicians on Staff

•  Factory trained technicians with  
 extensive knowledge of your car
•  Early Bird/Night Owl 
 drop off service
•  Smog Certifications Available
•  Rental Vehicles Available

Question: Why take your vehicle 
to your local Toyota Dealer?

We offer the only Factory Certified Hybrid Technicians in the Valley!

$2995Oil Change Service
• Up to 5 qts. oil  • Genunie TOYOTA Oil Filter
• Top Off Fluids • Adjust Tire Pressure
• Free multi-point vehicle inspection 
• Check Engine & Cabin Air Filters

plus tax

 Most TOYOTA vehicles. Please call for an appointment and 
present coupon at write up. Expires 03/31/11 AN

GENUINE
TOYOTA Cooling 

System 
Service

$9995•  Flush system with cleaner  
 plus dispersant
•  Install new coolant and  
 corosion control additive
•  Pressure test system

Most Toyota vehicles. Please call for appointment 
and present coupon at write-up. Exp. 03/31/11 AN

Most Vehicles

2 FREE 
LIFT TICKETS

$8999
or more

to Mountain High Ski Resort
with any Service of

R2 03.11.11
Sandra
2 x 4.5
Toyota of Ridgecrest 
03.11.11
AK
Revision 1
BW

Cherie VanHuse M.D. Internal Medicine
Originally from New York, Dr VanHuse 
completed medical school at Tufts University 
School of Medicine, Boston, MA. and 
residency at both Kaiser Permanente, in 
Internal Medicine and Cedars Sinai, in 
Anatomical Pathology. Dr VanHuse is happy 
to see patients 18 and older.  Dr VanHuse 
enjoys photography and modern dance.  She 
enjoys the desert as she has just come from 
Navajo Nation in Piñon, AZ.

She will be available beginning 
Monday, February 28, 2011.  

Call 760-446-6404 
to make an appointment.

SOUTHERN SIERRA 
MEDICAL CLINIC
Would like to welcome

Cherie VanHuse, M.D.
Please welcome our 

newest doctor.

Built in 2004.  2533 sqft custom home in College Heights.  4 bdrm 2½ ba; 3 
car; marble entry; granite kitchen w/island; upgraded stainless appliances & 
walk-in pantry; eat-in kitchen & bar; dining rm; lg master w/garden tub & lg. 
glass and corian shower; 10 ft ceilings; custom cabinets; surround sound; cat 
5; 2 furnaces & master cools; gas fireplace; Home Security; full hook-up RV 
pad; great views; must be pre-qualified.  

$393,900.  Call 760-608-2359 for apt.

For Sale

Homes for Sale

Make Sure Everyone 
Knows

You’re Selling Your Home.
Advertise Here. 

Call 877-247-9288 Today!
Aerotech News & Review

Homes for Rent

FIND THE RIGHT RENTER!
HIGHLIGHT YOUR AD IN
YELLOW TO GET MORE

ATTENTION! 
CALL 877-247-9288 

TO PLACE
YOUR AD TODAY!

Aerotech News & Review 

Apartments for Rent

FILL YOUR VACANCIES! 
REACH THOUSANDS OF 
READERS! HIGHLIGHT 

YOUR AD IN YELLOW TO 
GET MORE ATTENTION! 
CALL 877-247-9288 TO 

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
Aerotech News & Review

Duplex for Rent

2 bdrm/1bath, Near base, No 
pets, credit check required. 
$550p/mo +550 Security Owner 
licensed realtor 805-216-7032

Recreational Vehicles

2008  Joyner Mini Sandrail, Ex-
cellent Condition! Water cooled, 
2 seater. $2000 OBO Call  661-
305-8495.

2000 KXR 300, Excellent Con-
dition. ASking $1800 obo. Call 
802-2238 or 305-4825 

Cars & Trucks

Classic 1979 Mercedes Benz 
280CE, 6 Cylinder, DOHC Gas 
Engine, Auto Trans, Lots of 
Extras, $2,500 OBO Call 760-
373-4121 

Someone Needs a
 New Set of Wheels! 

Don’t Let it Sit, Sell it! 
Call 877-247-9288 Today!
Aerotech News & Review

Furniture & Appliances

Whirpool Duet Front Load Wash-
er/Gas Dryer $800 OBO, Dining 
Table/Chairs, Hutch $400 OBO, 
Boy’s Oak Bdrm Set $500 OBO 
760-446-0720 

Announcements

PLEASE REMEMBER
DEADLINE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS IS

TUESDAYS AT NOON
FOR THAT WEEK’S

EDITION! 

Storage

10x20 Storage Units for Rent 
$60 Inside $15 Outside, Fully 
Fenced, Locked Gate 24 Hour 
Entry, GNN Storage 760-608-
9216.

You can now get your 
Paid Classified Ads 
highlighted in 

Yellow!

Beautiful and Spacious 
2 Master Bedrooms/2.5 
Baths/2 Car Garage. 1332 
sq. ft. in Gate Community. 
Appliances included. Fenced 
Yard, Community Pool. 
$995/mo.

Homes for Rent

Sample

For information, call 
toll free 

877-247-9288

New for Classified ads

Homes for Rent 
Apartments for Rent 

Employment Opportunities 
Cars & Trucks • Yard Sales 

Furniture & Appliances 
Services • and many more…



Find this photograph and many more in 
the new photo archive at 

www.aerotechnews.com
Find it on the top menu bar.

New Photos UPloaded weekly!

A-10
Photo 

archive liNk 
is Now live!






