Santa Claus lands at CDC for Christmas // 9 Dec 2011
Story and photos by Lt. j.g. Tim Mosso, NAS Whiting Field Public Affairs

Christmas arrived early at Naval Air Station Whiting Field when Santa Claus paid his annual visit to the Child Development Center on Friday, Dec. 9.
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St. Nick, who bore a striking resemblance to Helicopter Training Squadron EIGHT Executive Officer Cmdr. Matthew Bowen, arrived in true air station style - by helicopter.

Children, parents and CDC staff gathered to watch Santa sweeping fl y-by and landing in a Training Air Wing FIVE TH-57 Sea Ranger. After waving off his surrogate sleigh, Santa excused Donner, Blitzen, and company for their absence.

“The reindeer were all asleep, so I had to take this helicopter - I love it,” Santa remarked to the enthused greeting party of one to four year olds.

Fortunately, Kris Kringle came well-equipped with holiday cheer for a pre-Christmas delivery of candy canes and holiday-themed books.

Santa distributed classic yuletide titles including “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” by Clement Clarke Moore, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” by Dr. Seuss and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” by Robert L. May, to eager recipients.

Santa held court with each group of children in the center’s age-appropriate activity spaces, and he took a moment to query the youths regarding their respective Christmas wishes.
Responses to the Jolly Old Elf’s inquiries ranged from the traditional - one girl requested an electric train, to the downright ambitions; two children, both aged 4, asked for cars - real ones. By contrast, at least one boy achieved instant gratification; he wished for a book.
After the children un-wrapped their gifts, CDC staff members surprised the families with holiday helpings of milk, cookies, and juice. Santa voiced his approval, but acknowledged that his summer diet had left him out of standards- North Pole standards, that is.
“I need to get fat,” exclaimed the man with a slimmer than usual “bowl full of jelly.”
CDC staff joined the spirit of the occasion by donning holiday attire including elf costumes, Christmas caps, and escorting Santa between his sessions with the kids. Parents representing all facets of the base and wing community participated in the day’s holiday cheer.
A throng of children assembled at the center’s roundabout to wave a temporary good-bye to the man in red. The spirit of the holiday was in evidence across their broad smiles and the excitement of wide eyes. A chorus of young voices bid Father Christmas farewell and implored him to return soon.
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Santa’s Santa Rosa touch-and-go concluded with a special message from the man himself.
“Remember to be good boys and girls all year; I’ll be back soon!” The 
“CDC Santa Fly-In” is one of three annual parent and child events held by the center and the last of this calendar year. According to CDC Child and Youth Programs Lead Lori Barberi, the Fly-In has been a staple of the center’s event schedule for over fifteen years, and “Santa” always arrives from the wing on a volunteer basis.
The CDC staff enjoys the event to the same degree as the families themselves.
“The caregivers, especially the ones dressed as elves, get very excited, and, honestly, seeing the kids with Santa always brings tears to my eyes.
“The parents all enjoy it with their children, they love seeing Santa waving out of the door of the helicopter and jumping out to meet them,” Barberi declared.

Parental involvement was a key to the event’s success. Their contributions to the mirthful occasion spanned a range of activities; HT-8 Instructor Pilot Lt. Michael Montoya, father of Owen, 1, earned his reindeer qualification as Santa’s CNATRA chauffeur.

Most parents, however, were content to share quality time, cookies, and holiday spirit with their kids and Pere Noel. Navy Counselor First Class Gwendolyn King and daughter, Ariel, 1, enjoyed the opportunity to share the spirit of the holiday and the excitement of the occasion. 

“As the helicopter approached, we all felt like kids again. I get the joy, along with seeing my daughter happy, and all the other children… the overall experience was very nice,” King reflected.
