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Holidays in full swing at China Lake

Photo by Michael Roach

Members of the Naval Air Weapons Station command pose with Santa  on 
the golf course after enjoying their holiday safety meeting at Mulligans Grill. 

Courtesy photo

Command chaplain Lt. Derrick Horne, and pastor, Father James Dowds, from the All-Faith Chapel at China Lake 
held a joint tree-trimming ceremony at the chapel Nov. 30.  The annual pizza party, combined with decorating 
the trees and chapel has become a favorite occasion for many of the local youths.

Photo by Michael Roach

Military spouses gather and package holiday cookies at China Lake’s Fleet and Family Services Center  for 
single sailors and Marines at China Lake on Dec. 6. The activity, known as the cookie brigade, was followed 
later in the week by the group decorating the doors of the Single Sailors barracks. 

Courtesy photo 

Staff Sgt. Chad Dobrowolski (left) and Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Daida from the 
Marine Aviation Detachment at are two of the many Marines who will 
be collecting toys for local children (ages infant through teen) during the 
holiday season.

Marines collect for Toys for Tots
Marines from Marine Aviation 

Detachment China Lake will again 
aid the Marine Corps Reserve in 
helping to make the holiday season 
enjoyable for children in need. Boxes 
have been distributed throughout 
the communities of Ridgecrest 
and China Lake to collect new, 
unwrapped and inoffensive toys to 
be given to local children. 

The Marine Corps Toys for Tots 

organization is a 501 (C)(3) not-
for-profi t charity that started the 
annual toy collection program as a 
nationwide community outreach in 
1948. Since its inception, Toys for 
Tots has distributed over 350 million 
toys to children in need. 

Donations will be accepted at 
box locations through Dec. 17. 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
Although Toys for Tots prefers 

to maintain the spir it of the 
program through donations of 
toys, alternative donations will be 
accepted. 

Toys will be distributed at 
Methodist Church Dec. 17. 

For  que s t ion s  r ega rd i ng 
donations, donation locations or 
receiving a toy for a child, please 
call local Toys for Tots coordinator 
Ann Ryan at (760) 384-4817.
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Photo by Michael Roach

Navy Exchange Manager, Simon Lupton, hands over a free lunch to ADHC Fredy Giron as part of a giveaway 
that was available to all active duty military in honor of the holidays. 
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Children write their letters to Santa during the Winter Wonderland hosted by Morale Welfare and Recreation 
Dec. 2. 

Photo by Theresa Goldstrand

Santa Claus visited the Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) THREE 
ONE’s families at their annual holiday party Dec. 2.  Family members 
enjoyed refreshments while children raced and stomped on yards of 
bubble wrap lanes and romped in two separate bounce houses.  All 
gathered and watched with excitement as Santa fl ew in and landed near 
VX-31’s Hangar 3 in an MH-60S helicopter from the Dust Devil’s search 
and rescue program.  Children then sat on Santa’s lap and shared their 
“wish list” with him before receiving an early Christmas gift.  
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AC Jennifer Bermudez and her son gather goods for Thanksgiving baskets 
assembled at the Salvation Army Nov. 19. The community service project 
was sponsored by All-Faith Chapel. A total of 15 volunteers participated 
from VX-9, VX-31, Marine Aviation Detachment and Branch Medical. Over 
300 Thanksgiving baskets were assembled.
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Children and adults alike enjoyed the make-shift ice skating rink at MWR’s winter wonderland. 






















