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MEDIA ADVISORY
Press Release 11-080
Hospital recognizes local nurse for 50 years of service
By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW) Peter Lewis

Joint Region Edge staff

Santa Rita, Guam (Dec. 21, 2011) – Doctors, nurses, corpsmen, friends and family gathered Dec. 16 at U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam to celebrate the 50-year nursing career of Guadalupe Mafnas.

“Ms. Mafnas, who is so beloved, has dedicated so many years to taking care of people, being drawn to the profession of nursing, and serving the people of Guam, both here at Naval Hospital Guam and at [Guam Memorial Hospital],” said USNH Guam Commanding Officer Capt. Kevin Haws. “[She is] such a wonderful member of our staff.”

Capt. Elizabeth Swatzell, director of nursing services, USNH Guam, spoke of the tremendous effect Mafnas’ knowledge, skills and teaching abilities have had on the command and its staff.

“She’s had a phenomenal impact of the command,” Swatzell said. “She’s worked side-by-side with our doctors, nurses, corpsmen and her civilian counterparts for so long. She’s helped orient many of our nurses and corpsmen to their roles, not only in the medical arena, but also to the cultural aspects of Guam. She brings so much to us. She’s really a treasure.”

Joaquin Perez, senior policy advisor to Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo, was on hand to present Mafnas with a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition, and read a handwritten letter from the congresswoman to Mafnas.

“Your many years of service personify the devotion of healthcare professionals to the betterment of mankind; to the persistent pursuit of health and body, mind and spirit; and to the belief that everyone in our community deserves the best quality of life, the best quality of care,” Perez read. 

Surrounded by celebrating family and friends, a tearful but happy Mafnas praised her coworkers for their efforts, their friendship, and the recognition they bestowed on her.

“I really appreciate them, they’re just like my sons and daughters,” Mafnas said. “I love working with the people in Naval Hospital Guam. They are my family. I cherish them as family, and [I cherish] working with them.”

For more news from U.S. Naval Forces Marianas, visit www.navy.mil/local/guam/.
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