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Military

Matt “Roomba” McDermott 
promoted to Lt. Cmdr.

O�  cial Navy photo

VX-31’s former Naval Aviation Training and Operating Procedures 
Standardization (NATOPS) offi cer, Matt “Roomba” McDermott, was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant Commander by commanding offi cer Col. Andre 
“Merk” Mercier in the VX-31 CO’s offi ce, Dec. 14.  McDermott recently 
returned from a year-long global war on terrorism support assignment in 
Djibouti and is currently scheduled to attend the Army War College in Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan.

NAWCWD and United States Naval Academy 
Partner to Shape Students’ Future

Photo by Michael Johnson

During mid July, two midshipmen were joined by two more Naval Academy 
students, who were touring with VX-30, and all were given an extensive 
tour of facilities including the Range Control Center, the Weapons 
Survivability Lab and the F/A-18 Advanced Weapons Labratory.  Following 
the tours, NAWCWD commander Rear Adm. Mat Winter presented each 
with a commander’s coin.

By Alan VanNevel
NAWCWD Research Physicist

The following article is part of an 
ongoing series featuring innovation. 
If you are involved in an innovative 
program or have thoughts about 
innovation in general, contact 
Kelli Cutts at (760) 939-0591, or 
via email kelli.cutts@navy.mil to 
learn more about how to submit an 
article detailing your department’s 
innovation.

Every summer, the Naval Air 
Warfare Center Weapons Division 
(NAWCWD) hosts a variety of 
temporary student employees, 
from high school level to graduate 
students, to work in many different 
areas on base.  

This year, the United States Naval 
Academy (USNA) partnered with 
NAWCWD for the fi rst time to host 
scientifi c and engineering interns.  
Midshipmen Jeff Lentz and Joshua 
Meyers arrived June 27 to work with 
NAWCWD scientists and engineers 
for four weeks to learn more about 
work performed in the Irregular 
Warfare Technology Offi ce (IWTO) 

and the Physics division.
Tradit ionally, midshipmen 

complete a summer cruise as part 
of their required education and 
training; NAWCWD squadrons 
have hosted a number of students 
over the years.  The summer cruise 

exposes the midshipmen to life 
as a junior naval officer.  In lieu 
of a summer cruise, a scientific 
internship provides exposure to 
emerging technology that future 
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