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SANTA RITA, Guam (March 6, 2012) – Sailors from U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam celebrated Black History Month in the hospital auditorium Feb. 29.  Sailors highlighted this year’s theme “Black women in American History and Culture.” 

“A lot of times we’re known as housekeepers or cooks, but there’s so much more to our history,” said Lt. Sherri Garrett, USNH Guam chaplain. “We are entrepreneurs, we’re astronauts, race car drivers, you name it. African-American women have contributed a lot.”
Corpsmen performed as African-American singers Lena Horne and Tina Turner, first Black female pilot Bessie Coleman and the first African-American woman to command a ship in the U.S. Navy Rear. Adm. Michelle Howard.

The ceremony had praise dancing, poetry and music from the live band Jammawe Soul.  Every aspect of the celebration touched on the contributions and roles black women played in history.

 “It’s important to recognize everyone’s history,” Garrett said. “Unfortunately we can’t get everything into the history books so, I think it’s good that Sailors get a chance to celebrate different cultures throughout the year and understand that their history involves a lot of other people and that includes Black Americans.”
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