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Santa Rita, Guam (March 20, 2012) – The U.S. Navy 7th Fleet Band performed for military and local community audiences during their visit to Guam March 14. 

The band’s 12-member ensemble called the Orient Express performed for audiences at Commander William C. McCool Elementary and Middle School (MEMS) band classroom on U.S. Naval Base Guam and the weekly night market at Chamorro Village in Hagatna. 

MEMS Band and Choir Director Whitney Mansell said the 7th Fleet band provided students with life-long advice about playing instruments, talked about their jobs in the Navy as musicians and how being a musician will help the students carry them through changes in life.

“The students loved hearing the music and seeing live musicians performing advanced music on their same instruments,” she said. “I hoped that the students took away that no matter what area of life they move into… that they continue on with their music career and always participate in making music and enjoying all the benefits that comes with [it].” 

Band Musician 2nd Class (SW) James Caliva said the band made it their mission to perform in the community, to offer music and entertainment on Guam. The band was on island to perform at the Commander, Submarine Squadron 15 change of command ceremony March 13. 

“Our first mission was to just perform for the change of command ceremony,” he said. “When we were asked to do the change of command, we thought why not put on some performances for the DoD (Department of Defense) schools and go out into the community and play some music for them as well.”

Band Musician 3rd Class Daniel Weber echoed his sentiments, adding that the band visits places like Guam to bring music, entertainment and a good time in hopes of building positive relationships with the Navy and the general public.

“We want to entertain, and also spread the word about the Navy and the global force for good and what our mission as musicians representing those that work hard overseas to bring peace to the world,” he said.

During the band’s performance at Chamorro Village, locals, tourists and other service members were treated to high-energy songs that brought many to their feet. 

Local resident Millie Manibusan said she especially enjoyed the Navy’s diverse tunes, a break from the normal Chamorro cha-cha songs played at Chamorro Village. The band played tunes from musicians including Van Morrison, Lynyrd Skynyrd and Led Zeppelin. 

“[The band was] fantastic,” she said. “It was something new and different. I really enjoyed myself, I’m pretty sure everybody did.” 

Caliva said their mission also gives audience a different perspective of the Navy.

“Everyone sees us as the war fighters, with the guns and the ships and the missiles, but we want to show them that there’s a softer side of the Navy, that there’s a fun side that everyone can really enjoy and get into,” he said. “It’s good to give back to the community, ‘cause they give so much to us, we just want to give back to them as well.”

The band was created in 1943 with the establishment of the U.S. 7th Fleet and has performed for millions throughout the Western Pacific. 

Comprised of professional Navy musicians, the 7th Fleet Band operates from Yokosuka, Japan along with the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19).
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at (671) 349-4055/3209.
