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Guam Military Kicks off Sexual Assault Awareness Month

By JoAnna Delfin
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
SANTA RITA, GUAM (April 10, 2012) – Representatives from different commands and units around Guam held a Day of Action picnic at the Joseph Flores Memorial Park in Tumon April 7 to kick off the April’s Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM).

Sexual Assault Response Coordinators (SARC) from U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG), U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, U.S. Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) Guam, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5; Maritime Expeditionary Security Group 1 Detachment Guam; Navy Operational Support Center Guam; and the Air and Army National Guard Guam were in attendance to support SAAM. 

Evangeline Cabacar, NBG SARC and picnic coordinator, said the national annual event was held to provide an opportunity for prevention advocates to engage with their communities and enjoy time with each other. 

“The Day of Action is really a time for victim advocates to come together,” she said. “It’s  just validating that we are geared and ready to go for full force of education and prevention awareness throughout our community during this month.” 

According to Cabacar, the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention & Response (SAPR) Program has two messages, which she hopes to share with the local and military communities. 

“One, just our community in general, everyone who hears about the SAPR program, I want to educate them so they can help or prevent sexual assault from occurring,” she said. “Educating people is really the key to lessening sexual assault crimes in our community. The second thing is based on statistics; we’re all potential victims of sexual assault and there needs to be an acute awareness of that.”

She added that she wants victims, advocates and the general community to have confidence in the Navy’s SAPR program as their advocates are properly trained to respond to incidences of sexual assault.

Interior Communications Electrician Master Chief (IDW/SW/AW) Steven Dupree, NCTS SARC, attended the event with his family to show his support for fellow advocates and the work they all take part in. 

“I just want to let everyone know that the Navy is serious about sexual assault cases,” he said. “I’m glad the Navy is raising the bar on sexual assault because no one should ever be a victim of this type of crime.” 

For his fellow shipmates, Dupree encouraged them to take part in a response group they believe will greatly benefit not only other Sailors but the military and local community as a whole. 

“Be involved and let them know the Navy has stepped up their game,” he said. “If you’re only taking part because it’s something you’re assigned to you’ll never be really helping the Sailors at all. Everyone needs some kind of assistance and a stronger Sailor means a stronger Navy.” 

During the month of April, Navy SAPR will be conducting Sexual Assault Awareness outreach at the Navy Exchange main complex on NBG April 13 and 20, an outreach at the Guam Premier Outlets April 14 and an outreach at the Agana Shopping Center April 21. There will also be a SAAM 5K at the Sumay Cove April 21. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-4055/3209.
