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USNS Mercy Hosts Surgeon General, Tour for Guam 

Medical Students

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class (SW) Corey Hensley  
U.S. Naval Base Guam 
SANTA RITA, GUAM (May 30, 2012) – The U.S. Naval hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH-19) arrived on U.S. Naval Base Guam for brief port visit before continuing her humanitarian mission May 22.

Shortly after her arrival, Mercy welcomed aboard Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, Surgeon General of the United States Navy, who offered some words of the encouragement to the ship’s crew.

“The immediate benefit for this crew is going to be overwhelming,” Nathan said. “America can be proud of the fact that we have assembled this kind of resource, we’ve assembled this kind of platform, we’ve assembled this kind of joint group of people; the volunteers, civilians, and international and U.S. service members to make a difference around the world.”

The next day, Mercy hosted a tour for those with an interest in the ship’s mission and what her capabilities are. Local media along with doctors and nursing students from the Guam Community College and University of Guam were lead through some of Mercy’s more prominent medical facilities.

“We do these tours so people can see the ship and learn about the mission and learn about exactly what the Mercy is doing,” said Lt. j.g Jessica Warner, protocol officer assigned to the Mercy who led the guests through some of the ship’s facilities. “It’s a hospital ship but it is so much more. It’s able to bring so much more to a country than just medical with our engineering projects, with the veterinarian projects, as well as the relationships we’re going to create with these countries to improve our ability to respond disasters later on.”

Mercy’s primary mission is to provide medical support to Marine Corps Air/Ground Task Forces deployed ashore, Army and Air Force units deployed ashore and naval amphibious task forces and battle forces afloat. The ship also provides mobile surgical hospital services for U.S. Government agencies in Humanitarian Civic Assistance (HCA) and disaster or humanitarian relief efforts in and outside the United States.
“It’s amazing that this ship exists and that it can have the opportunity to do humanitarian missions abroad,” said Arania Adolphson, a family practice doctor at the American Medical Center in Tumon.  “I think that it is really a phenomenal opportunity for a lot the patients that may not have access to medical care otherwise.”

One of the first stops on the tour was the ship’s flight deck, where guests learned how important flight operations are to delivering much needed medical supplies and services to areas affected by disaster. Some of the other stops on the tour included the causality receiving area where patients are initially admitted before being diagnosed, the pre-operational and operating rooms, and the intensive care and isolation units. Guests had chance to check Mercy’s CT or CAT scan machine.

“It’s really important for everyone to understand what we have,” said Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Melissa Lunday, who assisted during the tour. “I think giving tours helps people understand why we go to these host nations and what we’re able to do and what we’re cable of.”

One of the major topics that were touched upon many times during the tour was Pacific Partnership 2012, a five-month humanitarian assistance initiative designed to build partnerships the ability to respond to natural disasters.  It is an annual mission that was started in 2004 in response to the tsunami that hit many Asian countries.

“This mission is great, what we do, but it only goes so far if nobody knows about it,” said Warner. “We’re preparing in calm to respond in crisis, and this mission is about building relationships at time when there’s not disaster.”
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