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radKids Empowers Children to Say ‘No’
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Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 

SANTA RITA, Guam (June 20, 2012) – Kids can add self-worth and self-defense to their curriculum when they participate in radKIDS, a program that aims to empower children through fun, hands-on activities.

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) on Guam sponsored radKIDS, introducing the program to the Navy community for the first time ever. 

“Any type of program that teaches your child how to defend themselves, any program that teaches any type of confidence is vital to their well being, period,” said program assistant instructor Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Kimberly Culver, of Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5. “radKIDS is such a different and new way. The kids will take it and run with it because it’s interactive, it’s fun. It creates real situations on a level that they’ll remember and they can play on later on in life when it actually happens.”

 Culver said she was blown away by radKIDS’ unique teaching style.

“One of their main things is empowerment,” she said. “[radKIDS] empowers children to not only realize their own self-worth, but to realize…no one has the right to hurt them.”

According to Culver, the role-play of real-life scenarios enforces the children’s learning experience.

“It’s one thing to say, ‘say no to drugs,’” she said. “It’s another to act out the scenario, practice saying, ‘no, get away from me.’” 

Culver also compared the ideas of children interacting with adults today with those of her childhood. 

“Just personally growing up, you always were taught, ‘always trust an adult, always respect an adult and always listen to one,’” she said. “You never heard ‘they’re not allowed to hurt you because you’re special.’ Maybe from your family but not at school, not in any curriculum that was taught.”

Navy spouse and mother Monique Parry said she learned about radKIDS through friends.

“I think parents get a false sense of security being on base,” she said. “They think that because you need an [identification card] to get in that we’re really safe and that’s not the case. They’re in just as much danger as any other kids in any other neighborhood. I think that it’s going to keep kids from freezing up in a scary situation, which is important.”

Parry’s daughter attended class for the first time June 15.  The mother looks forward to her daughter applying her knowledge of practical skills when faced with a dangerous situation. 

“It’s nice knowing that if my daughter’s outside and somebody approaches her, that I don’t have to worry about not knowing what to do,” she said. “That although it’s not a perfect situation, at least she knows how to react to it. It’s nice to know that she won’t just be scared because it’s an adult and think that she has to do what they’ll say.”

radKIDS is open to children age 3-and-a-half to 12, with three age groups. Currently, ages 5-7 and 8-12 are open for enrollment. To enroll, call the NCIS office at 339-7230 or visit www.radkids.org.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-4055/3209.
