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SANTA RITA, Guam (June 25, 2012) – Military, government and local organization representatives witnessed live, real-time mission demonstrations aboard the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Sequoia (WLB 215) on U.S. Naval Base Guam for Mission Day June 20.

USCG Sector Guam Commanding Officer Capt. Casey White said the purpose of Mission Day was to highlight the capabilities and duties of the Coast Guard as well as its partners such as the Navy. 

“We depend on our partnerships,” White said. “This is a great opportunity where we can showcase to both our partners and the greater community the services that we provide and how we enjoy being a part of the community. Our number one goal is to make the waters safe and secure for the community of Guam.” 

Through the various event demonstrations, which included a small boat tactics demonstration and a Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 25 search and rescue swimmer deployment, guests learned the Coast Guard’s main functions.

“Today’s activities display what the Coast Guard does and is vitally important to the safety to our region and importance to our nation,” said Lt. Governor of Guam Ray Tenorio. “It’s also important to our residents, our fishermen; sometimes calamities strike and sometimes we have problems, which we need rescue, we need search.”

The Coast Guard leads search and rescue missions on Guam, but partners with other organizations, such as the Navy, for support.

“The Coast Guard has demonstrated not just help here with the infrastructure of the island, but they are more than capable working with all the other counterparts whether Navy or Air Force to make sure our residents and people that come to Guam have a high sense of security,” Tenorio said.

 Executive Petty Officer Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class Joshua Grable, of USCG Station Apra Harbor, said Mission Day afforded visitors the opportunity to grasp a better understanding of the Coast Guard’s responsibilities.

“A lot of people are either misinformed or not really clear of what we’re doing out here,” he said. “There’s actually a very in depth training process that we have to go through on a regular basis, making sure that my [crew] perform properly and follow the steps.”

USCGC Sequoia is a 225 foot-long ocean-going buoy tender homeported in Apra Harbor, U.S. Naval Base Guam. The vessel is manned by eight officers and 56 enlisted service members. Its primary missions include Aids to Navigation, marine environmental response, search and rescue and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) enforcement.
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