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SANTA RITA, Guam (June 27, 2012) – Cmdr. Bart Hall relieved Cmdr. Jon Grant as commanding officer of Navy Munitions Command East Asia Division (NMCEAD) Unit Guam at the Top O’ Mar in Asan June 27. 

Capt. John Kersh, Jr., Commander, Navy Munitions Command, was guest speaker. 

“Cmdr. Jon Grant led Unit Guam to lofty heights of greatness,” Kersh said. “But it is definitely a team sport. I have been completely impressed as I toured NMCEA Unit Guam on Monday. The workforce here that consists of Sailors, civilians and our contractors is so proud to show you all of their great work that is in progress. Very positive - can do attitude; It's just flat out enjoyable to get to know some of the workforce here.”

Kersh highlighted the unit’s many achievements including Unit Guam assembling and delivering more than 160 quick-strike underwater mines that have proved vital in meeting Navy and Air Force combat training requirements in the Pacific; first ever deployment of a quick response team to support training of the Republic of Korea’s Navy; a load out of a nuclear powered fast attack guided-missile submarine for the first time in Guam; and standing up three Vertical Launching System Quick Reaction Teams for moving Tomahawk, Standard and Ballistic Defense missiles providing mission critical delivery of more than 140 missiles.
Community highlights included the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Personal Excellence Partnership Award for Community service in 2010 and 2011; CNO Environmental Stewardship Award; Joint Region Marianas winner for overall excellence in Community Service in 2011; and Bainbridge Award in 2011.

“This is also our opportunity to welcome aboard Cmdr. Bart Hall,” Kersh said. “[He’s] another superstar like Jon. I had an opportunity to work closely with Bart when I made him the acting NMC East Asia division commander, responsible for all of the eight detachments and units. I am absolutely certain that Bart will perform in a similar fashion at Unit Guam.”

Kersh presented Grant with the Meritorious Service Medal award in lieu of the fourth award for exceptional performance while serving as the unit’s commanding officer. 

“I am humbled to have the honor to speak to you again ...for the final time as commanding officer of the world's finest ordnance team,” Grant said. “Unit Guam's mission is to provide ordnance to the warfighter. Our team consists of highly motivated Sailors, government service civilians and contract personnel. Each day, the combined efforts of this team plays a vital role in arming our Forward Deployed Navy and Marine Corps forces that protect our nation.”

Grant’s next assignment is the training support department head at the Training Support Center San Diego, Calif.  

“With that said, to the men and women of UNIT GUAM – I want to commend each and every one of you for your tremendous efforts in keeping our country safe from those who would do us harm,” Grant said. “It has been a true honor to serve as your Commanding Officer, and I will certainly miss being in your presence.”

Hall vowed to continue on the legacy and high performance of the unit. 

“It’s a great day and I feel honored and blessed to assume command of such a great organization,” said Hall. “It is obvious you have a world class organization. I can promise and commit to you all that I will strive everyday to maintain the stellar performance record, integrity and reputation that Sailors, civilians and contractors assigned to NMCEAD Unit Guam has worked hard to establish.”

As a provider of fleet ordnance support for 5th and 7th Fleet operations, NMC EAD Unit Guam is responsible for the proper accounting, safety and intermediate maintenance of Tomahawk missile and underwater mine pre-positioned war reserve stockpiles. It is also responsible for waterfront loading and transshipment operations in support of fleet units and operational forces in the U.S. Pacific Fleet Area of Responsibility. 

For more news from U.S. Naval Forces, Marianas, visit www.navy.mil/local/guam/
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