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BLESSINGS 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – For  two massive t rees  a long 

the car t  path of  the Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  golf  course ,  the  

t ime has  come to  be cut  down in  the name of  safety  and progress .  But  

they wil l  not  be removed from the course  without  their  due respect .  The 

t rees  wil l  receive a  t radi t ional  Japanese Tree Blessing before  their  

removal .  

 “The Tree Blessing is  very important ,”  said Project  Engineer  

Chikako Ozawa.  “Many Japanese bel ieve that  there  are  spir i ts  in  the 

t rees .  When a  big t ree  l ike this  one has  l ived for  one or  two centur ies ,  

i t  i s  considered near ly  a  god.  So we want  to  respect  the t ree  before  

cut t ing i t .”  

 The Tree Blessing was conducted by a  pr ies t  of  the Zama Shinto 

shr ine and held at  the s i te  of  the two t rees .  Employees of  the golf  



course as  wel l  as  the construct ion contractors  a l l  a t tended the outdoor  

ceremony to  pay their  respects  to  the t radi t ion.  

 The two t rees  are  being removed from the course in  order  to  

make way for  the expansion of  the golf  net  which separates  the fai rway 

from the neighboring Japanese community.  

 “The big thing is  a l l  about  safe ty,”  said Ron Nichols ,  general  

manager  and Golf  Pro of  the insta l lat ion’s  golf  course.  “We’re put t ing 

the nets  in  higher  so we don’t  have anymore bal ls  f lying out  of  the golf  

course and landing anywhere near  our  Japanese neighbors .”  

 Not  only is  the golf  course losing two t rees  to  increase safety  

s tandards,  but  they also lost  87 t rees  to  the recent  typhoon.   

 With the loss  of  so many t rees  the  golf  course  plans  to  insta l l  

several  hundred t rees  to  spruce up the course grounds.  

 “At  this  par t icular  moment  in  t ime,  we are  get t ing ready to  put  

in  a  t ree  plantat ion,”  said  Nichols .  “We’re  going to  replace and put  

about  4  to  5  hundred t rees  on the gol f  course.  So not  only would we be 

replacing the ones that  were taken out ,  but  we’re  put t ing in  several  

hundred to  populate  the golf  course .”  

 After  ut ter ing the las t  few prayers ,  the pr iest  invi ted the 

a t tendees  to  part icipate  in  the  blessing by laying down Tamagushi  

(spr ig  leaf)  and Shide (z igzag paper)  on the al tar .   



 As is  t radi t ion with many Japanese ceremonies ,  the  pr ies t  c losed 

the observance by passing around smal l  cups of  sake for  everyone to  s ip  

f rom.  

 The sake was offered to  the gods in  order  to  secure good for tune 

for  the contractors  and their  endeavors .  

 “I  think i t  improves the course for  the safety s tandard,  but  

real ly  i t ’s  the relat ions with our  Japanese neighbors ,”  said Nichols ,  

ref lect ing upon the removal  of  the t rees .  “We want  to  make sure  that  

our  Japanese neighbors  know that  we are  going to  do everything 

possible  to  make sure  their  safety is  our  number  one pr ior i ty .”  
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