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NASCC wants you to be ‘fire’ safe on and off duty
Fire Prevention Week resources are by de-

sign targeted at kids.  They are statistically an
“at risk group,” and luckily their minds are
sponges if the subject is approached right, so
we have a golden opportunity to get it right.
Each year we must be dynamic with regards to
the approach.  The NFPA gives us a target
message each year, usually based on a past
years statistic (tragedy).  It is how we deliver
the message, and who we deliver it to, that
provides the real value-added in the year’s
week long events.  There is no doubt we like
to showcase our equipment and our person-
nel, but a child can not differentiate between a
1250GPM pumper with all the bells and whistles
and an ARFF vehicle...they are all FIRE
TRUCKS.

We must deliver an age appropriate mes-
sage that “hits home,” and is then shared with
the whole family.  Success stories abound;
from the Texas Fire Chiefs “Friday Report” –
“Last week, a seven-year old Ohio child con-
vinced her parents to implement the lessons

she had heard at school about fire safety. She
insisted that her parents install more smoke
detectors and devise an escape plan that she
then went over with her father. Those past
preparations may have saved the lives of the
second grader and her family early Tuesday
morning when they had a fire in their house.
The Home Safety Council says that fire is the
third leading cause of injury-related deaths
in the home, causing an average of more than
3,400 fatalities each year in the US. We don’t
know how many deaths have been prevented
thanks to public educators and fire chiefs that
support public education programs, but this
family averted tragedy because of what one
little girl learned at school.” That is a great
testament to a department that got it right!

So how do we do it?  At Naval Air Station
Corpus Christi we have a demographic on-
board the base that is tough to reach; 35 to 50-
plus year old production workers busy put-
ting helicopters back together after being beat
up in Iraq, and 20-something student Naval

Aviators learning to be the next generation
Naval Aviator. We take a different tact; these
same people have kids in our schools right
outside the gate, so we take the back door to
fire-safety; get the message to their kids, who
will then do just what the little girl in Ohio
did… “look what I learned today at school.”
Successful public fire safety outreach
partnering has a long history at the base, and
we continually strive to improve how we reach
the kids. To keep it fresh and exciting we spend
time and money on constant improvement. This
year it got bigger as “Luis” joined the effort.
With his help, personnel from Operations, Fire
Prevention and some outstanding volunteers
had the opportunity to reach 400 children at
Flour Bluff Elementary School, of which nearly
200 were affiliated with the base. Of course we
still provide targeted events to the adult
workforce with static displays at the work-sites,
Navy Exchange and other locations as well as
fire drills and extinguisher training.

The newest of the Starbase-Atlantis Acad-
emy had a ribbon-cutting ceremony, Friday,
October 27, with guests arriving from Wash-
ington, DC; Pensacola and the local area in
what was once a military “brig.”

 “This Building is familiar because I used
to inspect this facility,” said Honor Bell, Direc-
tor of Community Service and Outreach, Navy
Education and Training Command. Bell has
made several trips to the Corpus Christi area,
ensuring that this academy would open.

“When we got here, we visited many dif-
ferent facilities on the Base,” said Crystal
Trujillo, Director of the Starbase-Atlantis pro-
gram in Corpus Christi. “We saw a lot of facili-
ties, including hangar spaces, but this was the
best fit for our students.”

It’s not the usual classroom – the walls
are painted black and stars, moons and plan-
ets are strewn throughout the area. A divider
can be used to separate into two classrooms
but often, it’s strictly a huge area for the Fifth-
grade children to work and study. There are
tables in one “room” and the second room is
filled with computers, and joysticks for the
pupils to use when they’re working on flight
simulators and computer aided drafting.

“We want learning to be ‘fun’,” contin-
ued Trujillo. “We want learning to be some-
thing enjoyable. As our students leave here
each day, we want them excited and talking to
each other about what they learned.”

The Fifth-grade students attend class for
one day a week over a five week period. It is
primarily designed to provide training oppor-
tunities in math, science, technology, engineer-
ing, drug-demand reduction, and goal-setting

skills. This is accomplished through a curricu-
lum that includes astronomy, rocketry, engi-
neering and the physics of flight.

Navy volunteers assist instructors and
act as positive role models, and Navy activi-
ties demonstrate how math, science, and tech-
nology skills are put to use in aircraft and ship

maintenance, flight simulation, meteorology,
and navigation in the air and at sea.

“When the students come here, they
don’t want to leave,” said Trujillo. “It’s a dif-
ferent type of classroom setting and the stu-
dents love it.”

Other participants of the ceremony were

Ernie Gonzales (Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense {Reserve Affairs}) from Wash-
ington DC, Starbase-Atlantis Program Man-
ager, who oversees all 51 Department of De-
fense Starbase Academies.

“This is one time that I’m glad to say that
I’m from Washington (DC),” said Gonzales.
“This is the kind of program that we see where
our money is going and it’s to the right place.
We appreciate that Capt. Paula Hinger came to
us to have this program here. It took several
years, but here we see the product of that la-
bor.”

“I’m particularly pleased that Captain (Tim)
Coolidge has embraced this program and made
it a reality,” he continued.

Also in attendance was Steve Mustain,
Director of Operations for Starbase Atlantis;
Henry L Giles, Deputy Director, Community
Service and Outreach Program; Naval Air Sta-
tion Commanding Officer, Captain Tim
Coolidge; Dr. Julie Carbajal, Superintendent of
Flour Bluff ISD; and other guests for the cer-
emony.

Capt. Paula Hinger, former commanding
officer who spearheaded changing legislation
to allow the Starbase-Atlantis program in Cor-
pus Christi, was flying in from Omaha, Ne-
braska, but was unable to fly in from Dallas
due to weather and flight problems. She was
to have been the guest of honor for the fes-
tivities.

The students currently attending the pro-
gram are from Meadowbrook Elementary
(CCISD) and are due to graduate from the pro-
gram later this month.

Starbase-Atlantis program - strong in Corpus Christi
By Bob Torres

Ernie Gonzales, Dod Starbase Program Manager from Washington, DC, joins
Meadowbrook Fifth-grade students, Captain Paula Ricketts, Commanding
Officer, Naval Education Training Professional Development Technology
Center, NAS Pensacola, Fla., and Capt. Tim Coolidge, Naval Air Station
Corpus Christi Commanding Officer during the ribbon-cutting of the Starbase-
Atlantis Academy, on base, Oct. 27. (Photo by LI2 Paul Hewitt)

Luis, our newest and by far “biggest”
addition to the fire department is a hit
with the children at Flour Bluff
Elementary School.

By John Morris Navy Region South, Fire & Emergency Services

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES CAN CHOOSE BLUE and enjoy lower rates for Standard Option 

and no rate increase for the third consecutive year with Basic Option. Both Standard and Basic Option provide

preventive dental benefits at no additional cost. The newest member of the Blue Family, FEP BlueVision, offers

a network of more than 25,000 independent providers, including optometrists, ophthalmologists and opticians. 

We have served the health care needs of federal employees for more than 45 years. Our competitive products

and unrivaled customer service makes Blue Cross and Blue Shield the health plan of choice for more than 1

million federal employees nationwide.

Providing more benefits. Offering more choices. Now that’s freedom.

www.fepblue.org46873.1006
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			 
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan is an authorized publication for mem-
bers of the military services, civilian personnel and 
their families. Its contents do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the U.S. Government, the Department 
of Defense, Department of the Navy or the Depart-
ment of the Army, and do not imply endorsement 
thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. 
Young Publishing, 3601 Tripoli,  Corpus Christi, 
Texas 78415, a private firm in no way connected 
with the U.S. Navy, under exclusive written contract 
with Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and 
provided by the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air 
Station, Corpus Christi, Texas.  Stories and photos 
not otherwise attributed are written by the Wingspan 
staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, NAS 
Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 
143, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021.  All news 
releases should be sent to the above address.  Please 
call (361) 961-2674 for deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, 
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the Department of Defense, the 
U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, of the products 
and services advertised. Everything advertised in 
this publication shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 
If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source 
until the violation is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young 
Publishing at (361) 774-4162.

From The Skipper

Chaplain’s Column

Health Watch

Gault

Murphy

By Capt. T.E. Coolidge

Enjoy Today So That You Can Live It Up in the Future
By Chaplain Timothy Gault

By Lt. Wayne Murphy

He seemed old, and gray and bent …

Captain continued on page 10

Men...beware of cell phones?

Coolidge

A recent study suggests that men who
use cell phones have decreased sperm and

poorer sperm quality
than those who don’t.
This has tremendous
implications… since
nearly one billion
people use mobile
phones world wide
and this number is ex-
pected to double in
the next five years.  In
fact, a link has been
suggested between

cell phone use and possible infertility before,
but no study has ever been able to confirm
that cell phone use has a harmful effect on
sperm count or quality.

According to the study, men who had
the most cell phone use had lower sperm
counts than those who had less cell phone
use or none at all.  The average sperm count
among men who did not use cell phones was

86 million per milliliter (mL) while men who
reported using their cell phones the most
(more than four hours a day) had an average
sperm count of 66 million per mL.  The study
also looked at other parameters which are im-
portant to sperm function, such as the per-
centage of live sperm, the ability of sperm to
swim well, and sperm shape.  A trend in de-
creasing sperm quality was seen with increas-
ing cell phone usage.  Although there is no
definitive link yet, some proposed mechanisms
for cell phones’ detrimental effects on sperm
are the electromagnetic radiation and heat pro-
duced by cell phones.

At first glance this study appears to make
a strong argument against cell phone use…at
least if you wish to have rug rats.  But let’s
take a closer look at the study.  First of all, it’s
important to note that most of the men in the
study had sperm counts that were still well
within the normal range.  Sperm counts of 20
million per mL or more are considered normal.
This means that most of the men in this study
would still be very capable of having kids

despite any negative effects that cell phones
may have had on them.  Factors other than
cell phone use might also be responsible for
the drop in sperm counts.  Such confounding
variables as they’re called can dramatically
skew the results of a study and it is very diffi-
cult to account for all of them.  The end result
is that this study in no way confirms a direct
link between cell phone use and infertility.

While this is an interesting study I
wouldn’t drop that new super calling plan or
ditch that Razr cell phone just yet.  Larger,
better controlled studies are needed to con-
firm such a link.  In the meantime focus on
other more accepted ways to ensure that your
sperm are healthy and vital.  For example,
avoid smoking, excessive drinking, and mari-
juana use, all of which are bad for sperm pro-
duction.  You may also want to consider tak-
ing a multivitamin, reducing stress, exercising
regularly, and watching your weight.  Of
course, if you do decide to cut back on cell
phone usage that certainly won’t hurt your
sperm count…or your cell phone bill.

The medals on his Dress Blues got my
attention first.  Maybe it was because there

were so many of them,
but also because
some were frayed and
looked like they hung
by threads.  The
gentleman wearing the
uniform was old, gray
and bent, but by
golly, the uniform
seemed to fit pretty
well and although it
looked a little ratty, he

seemed comfortable in it.
He was a Marine veteran from “the Big

War,” so I decided to walk over and talk to
him.  When I got his attention, he “popped”
to attention.  No more bent and looking tired,

the blue eyes sparkled with life and vigor.  And
he stood proudly, shoulders back, belly tight,
feet at a 45 degree angle, closed fists along
the seam of his trousers.

Damn, I wondered what he had looked
like when he was 20!

“I got four Silver Stars (Medals) in 30
days,” said former Marine Staff Sergeant Willie
McCormack, of Aransas Pass. “I got five alto-
gether, but the last one came later.

“I got 12 Purple Hearts (Medals), and
these two I’ve got in my hand,” said
McCormack, opening his hand to reveal two
Distinguished Service Cross Medals.

“I was a POW in the Philippines,” he con-
tinued. “My folks, everyone thought I was
dead.  But I wasn’t.  I was on the ‘Bataan
Death March.’  Some of my best friends died
on that march.  We didn’t get hardly anything

to eat, and if someone died, the Japanese
would just push them into the jungle, and we
kept on marching.”

It was hard to believe that what I was
hearing could be true, but there was pride and
conviction as he kept on talking.

“I had been a boxer in the Marines,” he
continued. “I weighed 180 when I was fight-
ing.  When I got through with that march, I
weighed 108 pounds.  But I made it.”

As he talked, part of his face didn’t seem
to move, it kind of formed into a grimace.  “I
got bayoneted through the face, and then
several times through the body,” he said.
“They left me on the trail, thinking I was dead.
I sure fooled them – but really, I couldn’t move.
I’d been stabbed through the chest and I
guess I was numb, because I just lay there.
Guess I’m just lucky that I didn’t bleed to

I hope this fall brings you much content-
ment and enjoyment! There will be plenty of
happenings here on the base for all to en-
joy—whether you are here with family or sta-
tioned here alone. Take advantage of all that
is offered. Getting out and being a part of the
NASCC family may not always be your first
inclination but if you take that first step to be
involved, you will find your involvement will
be most rewarding.

Enjoyment in this fall holiday season is
really a matter of perspective. Happiness does
not come in a bottle or in the form of dollar
bills. Happiness comes from a point of view
that appreciates life and recognizes blessings
wherever they are found.

I was struck by the words of a fellow who
works with local homeless people. As a part
of the rehabilitation of homeless people, one
local Corpus Christi ministry involves those
who have hit “rock bottom” in doing good

deeds for others. This fellow told me that their
involvement - in being a blessing to others
helped them tremendously. It helps them to
feel good about themselves and bolsters their
sense of self-worth .

I think it helps anybody to do good for
someone else. All leaders who have acted self-
lessly on behalf of another know this is true -
giving is much more rewarding than receiv-
ing. So, if you find yourself feeling the “holi-
day blues” this year, a good thing to help you
feel better may be to become involved in help-
ing others. It will change your mindset, you
will benefit others and you will feel good about
what you have done.

Perhaps you are blessed to have plenty
this season. Be thankful and rejoice! Enjoy
the good things you have—family, friends,
health, opportunity to serve our country. They
are God’s gift to you for your enjoyment. But
remember to help others who are in need.

Scripture says, “Command those who
are rich in this present world not to be arro-
gant nor to put their hope in wealth, which
is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in
God, who richly
provides us with
everything for our
enjoyment. Com-
mand them to do
good, to be rich in
good deeds, and to
be generous and
willing to share. In
this way they will
lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they
may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1
Timothy 6:17-19 NIV).

Airline at S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, Texas   

(361) 993-2900
SEARS  •  BURLINGTON COAT FACTORY  •  STEIN MART

MALL

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Buy One Key & Get 
One FREE KEY

Limit 6 sets. One coupon per 
visit. Not to be combined with 

any other offer.
Padre Island Supply Inc.

937-1473
9830 S.P.I.D.

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening

5242 Holly Rd • Corpus Christi, TX 78411 • (361) 994-9393
www.victoriaprince.com RE/MAX Metro Properties

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
(361) 991-3145  or   (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

7910 Mitra Parkway

Well-designed, low maintenance home. Near 
Mireles Elem. Large open, tiled  kitchen, plenty 
of cabinet & counter space. Approx. 1400 s.f. 
Covered patio is shaded. Quiet, private back-
yard. New A/C and water heater. Warranty for 
A/C transfers to buyer. $137,000.

The March of Dimes saves babies 

by preventing birth defects, 

premature birth and infant mortality. 

marchofdimes.com
a CFC participant   Provided as a public service
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Rear Admiral Christenson: ‘Do more than you think you can, stretch yourself’

Rear Admiral John N. Christenson, took
the helm Friday Oct. 27th of Naval Mine and
Anti-Submarine Warfare Command-Corpus
Christi (NMAWC-CC) and is looking forward
to improving Mine Countermeasures and the
sailors who serve.

“It’s an honor and a privilege to be given
this opportunity of working with the Navy’s
finest MCM staff,”  Rear Adm. Christenson
said. “It’s our time to move Mine Warfare for-
ward from where it is today.”

At Commanding Officer’s Call, the newly
appointed admiral pointed out that men and
women who serve NMAWC-CC make the
Navy effective. “It’s all about you being the
best sailor, best father or mother, best spouse,
the best person you can be,” Christenson
said. “If you work to be the best you can be,
the command cannot help but be the best it
can be.

“We need Sailors willing to do more than
they think they can,” he continued. “To stretch
themselves beyond where they think they can
go.”

With Sailors a key ingredient, Christenson
said of the transition from mine warfare to a
combined Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine
Warfare Command, “The goal is to do it right,
have the right people, the right pieces fit to-
gether the best way they can.”

A goal of the merger and realignment of
Mine Warfare Command with the San Diego-
based Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW)
Command during his command, he stated, is

to establish that mine warfare has a seat at the
table in every strike group, whether expedi-
tionary or carrier, or wherever, whenever it is
needed.

The move merges the mine warfare
community’s staff and research elements with
similar work being done in the ASW area.
Noting these elements and commenting on
the viability of a major new tool in the arsenal,
the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), Christenson
stated, “The LCS program is a move in the
right direction, it is an innovative piece of tech-
nology that enhances the capability of mine
countermeasures.”

The Littoral Combat Ship, whose speed
can reach more than 40 knots, will act as a
modular platform that can be reconfigured for
anti-submarine warfare, mine warfare or sur-
face warfare missions, according to the De-
partment of Defense.

“Technology is moving forward rapidly,
mine warfare is moving right along with it,” he
added. “The Unmanned Undersea Vehicle
(UUV) platoon is representative of success
through the teamwork involved with doing it
correctly.”

What does Christenson think of the
CNO’s thousand ship navy? He believes mine
warfare capabilities are a highly relevant and
integral piece.  With well-trained people, in-
novative technology and other countries hav-
ing similar assets and capabilities, the Navies
can work together to keep the seas open and
free.

By Ed Mickley, Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine Warfare Command

Rear Admiral John N. Christenson addresses Sailors and members of his
staff after his recent position change as Commander, Naval Mine and Anti-
Submarine Warfare Command, here, on Oct. 27.

No Pressure - No Hassle
Just Everyting You Ever Wanted To Know  

About Real Estate, But Were Afraid To Ask

361.779.3430
www  .t h e re a l e s t ate h o t l i n e.o rg

Log On & Get Free Tips on Buying & Selling Your Home

For Buyers:
Buy with Zero Down
6 Buying Mistakes
Danger - Buyer Traps
Free Pre-Approval
Prices in Your Area

For Sellers:
27 Tips for Selling Your Home
How To Sell For More!
Avoid These Mistakes
Pass Your Home Inspection
When Will it Sell

Sponsored By:
your neighborhood realtors

Buying A Home - Get Cash Back!
Selling A Home - Pay Only 3.99% Commission

361.883.8871

The Real Estate Hotline

Ask About The Texas Veterans Housing Assistance Program (VHAP)!

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd. 

& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

Pre-school to Adult
Beginners thru Advanced

Piano
Lessons
992-6517

Country Club
Staples/Saratoga/Everhart

With

Mrs. Ronnie 
Gerberich
National Music Teachers Assoc.
University of Rochester BA

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

CLASSIFIEDS
PARTNERS WANTED. LUCRATIVE BUSINESS OP-
PORTUNITIES Get more done working inde-
pendently in a fast-paced industry with 
extreme growth and income potential.  
Put your sales and business experience 
to good use as a Nextel Authorized Repre-
sentative/Dealer. We provide training and 
support. Rewarding commission struc-
ture.  No inventory requirement.  Residual 
income stream. NEXTEL Partners, Inc. - 361-
533-7702

For Sale: RTG child’s captains bed-
room set. Orig. $1000 will sell for $350. 
Twin bookcase headboard, two drawers 
under the bed. Dresser & night stand. 
Light colored  Queen size sofa sleeper 
couch. Very good condition. $200. Wood 
Table with 6 chairs $250. Call 334-4214

For Sale: 1998 heavy 3/4, 2500, ex-
tended cab, LWB, auto, large cooling ra-
diator, trans-x cooler, 5th wheel  and  T.T. 
hook up, 7 way electric in bed and at 2” 
receiver hitch,  almost new all weather 
tires, heavy duty tool box w/sliding top, 
foot rail, alarm, cab o/h storage, k & N 
filter, new brakes, new alternator,  85K 
miles; $8200;   361-442-2134

FOR SALE:  Large L shaped desk- $100, 
Off-white sofa- $100, Stereo system with 
speakers- $100. Coffee and end table- 
$100 (361) 334-3337

HOW TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD

Free classified ad in Wingspan for all Military and 
DoD Personnel (non-commercial ads only) submit 
via e-mail to: wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or fax 
to 361-884-9019. No phone calls for free ads please. 
Please restrict free ads to 25 words or less. 

Paid Classified Ads - 50¢ per word - with a 24 word 
minimum. Please call D.J. Young Publishing at 361-
814-0866 with credit card information. Paid ads may 
be e-mailed to: wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com.

Sunchase Apartments
5445 South Alameda

(361) 991-7720
FREE extended basic cable,  

water and gas

Windrush Apartments
4322 Kostoryz

(361) 854-9951
*ALL BILLS PAID

*electric, water, trash and free  
extended basic cable  

Woodbury Place  
Apartments

802 Barry St.
(361) 853-2161

FREE electric, trash and cable

Come visit any one of these three popular  
communities professionally managed by  

ARI and you will feel right at home!

 Don’t Forget to Ask About Specials!

Let’s Make  
A Deal… 

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

TO 
ADVERTISE 

YOUR 
BUSINESS

IN THE 
WINGSPAN 
MILITARY  

NEWSPAPER
CALL  

(361) 814-0866

UPRR-353302 4.88 x 5
11-01-06 bb
wingspan

Train Service (Conductor)
Avondale, LA

CAREER PATH TO LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEER
Earn up to $40,000 first year and up to $75,000 in future years. 

Safely move trains in rail yards and over the road. Climb ladders to board freight cars, operate track
switches, inspect cars and use radio communications to control train movement. Work is on an "on call"
basis, 24 hours a day. Travel is required and employees may be away from home several days at a
time. 

Locomotive Electronic
Technician-Diesel Electrician

Houston, TX
Repair, maintain electrical/electronic components on diesel electric locomotives. Four years industrial
electrical experience required.  Related experience (aircraft, power plant, marine, etc.) will be given full
consideration.

Diesel Mechanic
Beaumont, TX

Inspect, repair and maintain engine and mechanical components of diesel electric locomotives. Four
years diesel mechanic experience required. Related experience (aircraft, power plant, marine, etc.) will
be given full consideration.

UNION PACIFIC, North America's largest railroad is a high tech, Fortune 200 company in an
expansion mode offering a competitive compensation and benefits package.

Apply online at www.unionpacific.jobs
(Select "View Positions/Apply Now")

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am-6pm

THE
CRAB
STORE

FRESH
SHRIMP
at Good Prices

9842 S.P.I.D.
937-6618
• Soft Shell Crabs	 • Live Crabs
• Stone Crab Claws	 • Crab Meat
• Stuffed Jalapenos	 • Crab Fingers
• Deviled Crabs	 • Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops

Every Thursday night Barbecue with Peter  Yost

If you ever find yourself at home and
bored on a Thursday, keep this in mind, there
are always friendly shipmates waiting for you
to come to the BEQ and join them for the
Barbeque.

Every Thursday HM1 Peter Yost, hosts a
free barbeque out of his own pocket for the
personnel of NASCC, his way of showing ap-
preciation to all those who work hard and don’t
have a way to cook at the barracks. This is
something that has been carried on for over
two years now. Yost has been in charge of the
BBQ since August 2005. Since he took charge
he has always been happy to go out and BBQ.

“I was originally Volun-told by my prede-
cessor, but I am more than happy to help out
fellow shipmates,” said Yost. “After being in
so long I know how it is to be separated from
friends and family, and this allows all those
who are away from their loved ones the op-
portunity to join their shipmates for a free meal
and a lot of fun.”

The BBQ was originally started by the
Coast Guard to show their appreciation for
the activated reservists, and was later picked
up by Navy. The Navy has been in charge of
it since then, and the task of being the pit man
has been past down as personnel have been
transferred.

The BBQ is not just for Sailors in the BEQ,
but for all those who are stationed on Base
including reservists. This event may be

hosted by Navy personnel but it is open to all
those away from those they care about, and
want to have some fun and enjoy hot fresh
food.

Many people will find all kinds of enter-
tainment from music to a good conversation
at the BBQ, but most people will remember
the food. Yost only buys fresh foods to cook
and prepare and to name a few meats you can
find and smell cooking range from steaks,
burgers, hot dogs, and wings.

“I hope that more people come, we usu-
ally only have 15 to 25 people come by, but I
hope more people hear about this and come
out and join the fun,” said Yost “I remember
when I first checked in I was separated from
my family back in California, and the only thing
that gave me a reason to leave the room was
the Gonzales Liberty Center. But I wanted to
meet new people and have fun like a small
social event, this BBQ allows people to have
a gathering in the open and meet others.”

The BBQ is more than just food, it allows
all members of the military to keep together
and enjoy each other. “I appreciate all the help
from ABHC Keith Watkins, not only does he
bring in food, but also brings geo-bachelors
to the BBQ. He has helped out with the BBQ a
lot and it is great to see someone in a leader-
ship positions helping out his personnel,” said
Yost.

Story and Photos by LI2 Paul Hewitt

HM1 Peter Yost (right) fills his wife Debbie’s (right) plate with hot wings off
the grill.

Sailors talk about sports updates, listen to music while eating some great
food cooked by HM1 Peter Yost and his wife Debbie.

Lighthouse Lanes

Plan your Holiday Party at Lighthouse
Lanes.  For $200 you get shoe rental
and all the bowling you can for 4
hours.  Please call 961-3805 for time
and date availability.
Rock n Bowl: Saturday nights from 7
p.m. to 11 p.m.  $1.50 per game.
Thanksgiving Day Hours: Open
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.  $1.50 games
all day.
Pro Shop will be waiting for you.  If
we don’t have it we can order it.
Come to the “300 Fun Zone Game
Room” for some video game fun.
Hours of Operation:
Sunday  12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday - Thursday 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 12 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Want a command league, party or get
together?
Contact Russ Claus at 961-3805 or e-
mail Russell.claus@navy.mil for more
information. For more information,
please call Lighthouse Lanes at 961-
3805.

ITT

ITT will be carrying tickets to some
exciting events this month. Take a look
what ITT has to meet all your enter-
tainment needs.
Spurs Tickets:
Spurs vs. Dallas 11/24/06:
$39.25; $24
Spurs vs.  Houston 12/22/06:  $39.25;
$24
Spurs vs. Dallas 1/5/07:

$39.25; $24
Spurs vs. NJ 3/10/07:
$39.25; $24
Hours of Operation: The ITT office
is open Monday thru Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is located on the
Westside entrance of Building 39.
MWR Used Car Lot:
The MWR/ITT office charges a
monthly registration fee of $20 for all
vehicles and sale items on the used car
lot.  If you wish to keep your vehicle/
sale item on the lot, you must register
each month with MWR.  Failure to do
so will result in notifying the abandoned
vehicle officer and your vehicle/sale
item being towed at your own expense.
Call ITT at 961-3961 to find out the
complete array of tickets available.

Youth Activities Center

Attention Parents:  We will be hosting
full day camp November 22 & No-
vember 23 from 5:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
For more information please contact us
at 961-2355.
Come join the Boys & Girls Club from
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. and enjoy a different
activity.
November 13: Power Hour - Home-
work Help
November 14: Billiard Tournament
November 15: Cooking Club -
Cheesecakes
November 16: Triple Play - Stackers
November 17: Career Launch
November 18: Keystone Meeting
November 20: Power Hour - Home-
work Help
For more information call the YA at
961-2355.

MWR continued from page 11

Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

NO PET LEFT  
BEHIND—
WHEN natural disaster 
is about to strike—
TAKE YOUR PETS  
with you!
They are NOT any 
safer left behind than 
YOU would BE!

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

Are you looking for a new or 
pre-owned vehicle? Call retired 
MA1 Thomas (Bill) at Champion 
Chevrolet/Cadillac.  
361-654-2100 or at his  
direct line 361-549-5534 for 
details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

Military personnel must bring this AD 
to qualify for special pricing and/or 
rebate. Rebates apply to new vehicles 
ONLY and special pricing will apply to 

all vehicles new and 
pre-owned. Call TODAY!
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Ministries. . . 
Media, Benevolence, Music, 

Children and Youth 
Young Women of Excellence 

Nursing Home 
Outreach 

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial
	 Tuesday-Friday Only

855-2323
1220 Airline (Next to Toy ‘R Us)

$99 Holiday Special
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure

Gift
Certificate

$199 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make-over
Lunch & Wine

$249 Le Sweetheart Package
Le Stone Facial
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Make-over
Dozen Red Roses
Lunch & Wine

$109 Ultimate Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure
1 Hour Facial
Make-over

$129 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Pedicure
Paraffin Manicure

Margarit Haggard
(361) 549-5094
(361) 993-3932
Hablo Español

G.R.I.

Cute. Cute 3/2.5/2. Wood down and Berber carpet up. Great 
family home. Close to shopping, schools and parks. Ready 
for move in, so put down your paint brush and start packing. 

Well maintained 3/2/2. Wonderful in and out. Nice trees close 
to parks and schools. If you like art you must see this home. 
Nice covered screened in porch great for the cool evenings.  

Call the  
office  
today!
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Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH
WHITENING

$19900
WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

Cassidy

By Andrea Gordon, NLSO BROFF Fort Worth
Identity Theft and how to catch it

Legal
Corner

Remedying the Effects of Identity Theft
You are receiving this information be-

cause you have notified a consumer report-
ing agency that you believe that you are a
victim of identity theft. Identity theft occurs
when someone uses your name, Social Secu-
rity number, date of birth, or other identifying
information, without authority, to commit
fraud. For example, someone may have com-
mitted identity theft by using your personal
information to open a credit card account or
get a loan in your name. For more information,
visit www.consumer.gov/idtheft or write to:
FTC, Consumer Response Center, Room 130-
B, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Washing-
ton, D.C., 20580.

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)
gives you specific rights when you are, or
believe that you are, the victim of identity theft.
Here is a brief summary of the rights designed
to help you recover from identity theft.

You have the right to ask that nationwide
consumer reporting agencies place “fraud
alerts” in your file to let potential creditors
and others know that you may be a victim of
identity theft. A fraud alert can make it more
difficult for someone to get credit in your name
because it tells creditors to follow certain pro-
cedures to protect you. It also may delay your
ability to obtain credit. You may place a fraud
alert in your file by calling just one of the three
nationwide consumer reporting agencies. As
soon as that agency processes your fraud
alert, it will notify the other two, which then
also must place fraud alerts in your file.

E q u i f a x : 1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 5 - 6 2 8 5 ;
www.equifax.com

Experian: 1-888-EXPERIAN (397-3742);
www.experian.com

T r a n s U n i o n : 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 0 - 7 2 8 9 ;
www.transunion.com

An initial fraud alert stays in your file for
at least 90 days. An extended alert stays in
your file for seven years. To place either of
these alerts, a consumer reporting agency will
require you to provide appropriate proof of
your identity, which may include your Social
Security number. If you ask for an extended
alert, you will have to provide an identity theft
report. An identity theft report includes a
copy of a report you have filed with a federal,
state, or local law enforcement agency, and
additional information a consumer reporting
agency may require you to submit. For more
detailed information about the identity theft
report, visit www.consumer.gov/idtheft.

You have the right to free copies of the
information in your file (your “file disclosure”).

An initial fraud alert entitles you to a
copy of all the information in your file at each
of the three nationwide agencies, and an ex-
tended alert entitles you to two free file dis-
closures in a 12-month period following the

placing of the alert. These additional disclo-
sures may help you detect signs of fraud, for
example, whether fraudulent accounts have
been opened in your name or whether some-
one has reported a change in your address.
Once a year, you also have the right to a free
copy of the information in your file at any
consumer reporting agency, if you believe it
has inaccurate information due to fraud, such
as identity theft. You also have the ability to
obtain additional free file disclosures under
other provisions of the FCRA. See
www.ftc.gov/credit.

You have the right to obtain documents
relating to fraudulent transactions made or
accounts opened using your personal infor-
mation.

A creditor or other business must give
you copies of applications and other busi-
ness records relating to transactions and ac-
counts that resulted from the theft of your
identity, if you ask for them in writing. A busi-
ness may ask you for proof of your identity, a
police report, and an affidavit before giving
you the documents. It also may specify an
address for you to send your request. Under
certain circumstances, a business can refuse
to provide you with these documents. See
www.consumer.gov/idtheft.

You have the right to obtain information
from a debt collector. If you ask, a debt collec-
tor must provide you with certain information
about the debt you believe was incurred in
your name by an identity thief – like the name
of the creditor and the amount of the debt.

If you believe information in your file re-
sults from identity theft, you have the right to
ask that a consumer reporting agency block
that information from your file. An identity
thief may run up bills in your name and not
pay them. Information about the unpaid bills
may appear on your consumer report. Should
you decide to ask a consumer reporting
agency to block the reporting of this informa-
tion, you must identify the information to
block, and provide the consumer reporting
agency with proof of your identity and a copy
of your identity theft report. The consumer
reporting agency can refuse or cancel your
request for a block if, for example, you don’t
provide the necessary documentation, or
where the block results from an error or a ma-
terial misrepresentation of fact made by you.
If the agency declines or rescinds the block, it
must notify you. Once a debt resulting from
identity theft has been blocked, a person or
business with notice of the block may not sell,
transfer, or place the debt for collection.

You also may prevent businesses from
reporting information about you to consumer
reporting agencies if you believe the informa-

Legal continued on page 6

Don’t 
Litter…

Spay
or

Neuter

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

  

 

 

 

We are agressively expanding our
Dealer Network. 

Opportunity knocks...

CALL 361.533.7702 TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THIS LUCRATIVE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY.

SOUTHSIDE	ALA MEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

been helping Coastal Bend 
kids grow up healthy.

That’s a lot of fevers, skinned knees and things stuck up 
noses. You learn a thing or two about how to help a child in 
50 plus years of healthcare. That’s why three generations of 
parents and children have let us be part of their families. It’s a 
record we’re proud of and it’s experience you can count on.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla es-
pañol. We take all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and 
Eetna, and a Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

Since 1952, we’ve

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

10%OFF*

FOR ALL ACTIVE 
DUTY, RESERVISTS, 
RETIRED MILITARY 

PERSONNEL,
VETERANS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES.

WHILE THE COUNTRY 
IS HONORING ALL 

AMERICAN HEROES THIS 
VETERANS DAY LET 

US HONOR YOU WITH

*Valid 11/9/06 – 11/12/06. $200 maximum discount. 
Stop by the Special Services Desk to receive your coupon. 

Certain restrictions apply. See store for details.

YOUR SERVICE GOT 
OUR ATTENTION

11/9-6

ServiceAD_VetsDay_4.5x7  10/13/06  9:44 AM  Page 1

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THE WINGSPAN  

MILITARY NEWSPAPER CALL 
(361) 814-0866

Do You Know What It Costs You To Rent?  
We Can Save You Thousands!

Ask Us About Our Lease Buyout Program*
100% Financing / $0 Down

New Loans • First Time Buyer’s Program • Refinancing  
Call And Pre-Qualify Today!

•	 Foreclosures	 •	 Interest Only Programs	 •	 Jumbo Loans	 	
•	 VA Loans	 •	 Stated Loans	 • 	Texas Cash Outs

WAC. All loan programs, terms, and rules subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Loan approval 
rate and terms are dependent upon borrowers credit score and financial history. Subject to approval. 20% down may apply. Loan pro-
grams not available in all states. All loan programs subject to lender’s terms and conditions. *Call for conditions. TX MB LIC #49745

Trevor Belch, A.B.R.
Real Estate, 

Mortgage Broker, 	
Owner

960-8607

2033 Airline  •  Suite B-13
Corpus Christi, TX 78412

(361) 993-3932  •  Fax 993-1915
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Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics
Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S., M.S.

William B. Haley, II, D.M.D.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, M.S., D.D.S.

Kelly K. Sawyer, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.
Gary F. Wesson, D.D.S., M.S.
William B. McLaird, D.D.S.

Orthodontics
Southside Location

6200 Saratoga
992-9500

Pediatric Center
3435 S. Alameda #A

853-0381 Tri-Care Provider

937-5555
9301 S.P.I.D.

Family Dentistry
In Flour Bluff

Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.
Children and Adults

Hours By Appointment
Monday thru Friday

TO ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS

IN THE WINGSPAN  
MILITARY NEWSPAPER
CALL (361) 814-0866

MWR News and Events
By Laurie Garcia, NAS MWR

Bay Club

Specials for November:
Nov 11: Surf n’ Turf $17.95
Nov 18: Chateaubriand Flambé for
two $35.95
Nov 25: Seafood Platter $16.95
All the above specials are served along
with the A La Carte from 5 a.m. - 8:30
p.m. Prices are for club members. An
additional $1 per person is added for
non-members. Salad, ice tea or coffee
is included with all the meals. Reserva-
tions are required for the specials in
order to serve you better.
Special Events for November:
Nov 9: Winging Designation Ceremo-
nies will be held in the main ballroom at
4 p.m.
Holiday Parties: The holidays are
right around the corner. Start planning
your party, but let the Corpus Christi
Bay Club take care of your catering
needs. Deliveries for home and office
on base and full catering at The Club
and The Recreation Center are avail-
able. For more information call The
Club today.
For more information, please call the
Corpus Christi Bay Club at 961-2541.

GLC

November  Programs:
Monday Night Football:  Don’t miss
a minute of the hard-hitting action that
is Monday Night Football every
Monday night.  Get some friends

together or come join us while we
watch the big game on one of our big
screen TV’s.  And rest easy the GLC
will stay open until the game ends.
November 14 & 30:  Last Buck
Night:  Dinner & Movie at 5 p.m.
Thanksgiving Dinner: The Liberty
Program/GLC will be providing a
FREE Thanksgiving Dinner for all
active duty on November 23, from
2:30 p.m. – 5 :30 p.m.  All Active duty
and Reserves are welcomed to join this
special time with your friends at the
Gonzalez Liberty Center
Attention Commands: If you have
active duty personnel standing watch
on Thanksgiving Day, please forward a
list of names to
paul.b.nichols@navy.mil no later than
November 15, and we will deliver a
plate to them.
Volunteers Needed: If you would
like to volunteer to help with the
Thanksgiving feast and delivery of
meals, please contact the GLC at 961-
6405.
Paintball Shop: High Pressure Air Fill
Station is HERE!  Schedule your
paintball game with us.  Stop paying
those high prices out in town when you
can get it all here at the GLC.  Field is
FREE, Air is FREE, and the cost of
rentals is close to FREE.  If you want
to schedule a command tournament, let
us know!!!
For more information on any
Gonzalez Liberty Program/Center
event, please call 961-6405.
MWR continued on page 11

Once again the holiday season in upon
us.  It’s that Thanksgiving/Christmas/New
Year timeframe when many of us hit the road
to spend these holidays with family and
friends.  As many of us are aware, this season
of joy and giving can quickly turn to mourn-
ing and sadness because, statistically, traffic
fatalities trend higher on our nation’s free-
ways.  Hence, we need to all remain vigilant
and ORM our holiday travel plans with our
supervisors, mentors, and loved ones so we
are all confident unnecessary risks are being
eliminated and we are planning for success in
safely arriving at our destinations. Let’s take
a minute and consider a few safety tips before
we shift to ‘D’ this holiday season.

If offered, try to take advantage of your
Commanding Officer’s noon holiday com-
mencement.  Ideally you should start long trips
in the morning after a restful night. But a 12
p.m. commencement is designed to entice driv-
ers NOT to start a long drive in the evening
hours when you could fall asleep at the wheel.
The earlier start the better. If fatigue sets in
and you’re not going to make it on-time, don’t
push it! Check in to a motel and get some
sleep. If you’re on your way back, call your
quarterdeck for an extension on your leave.

Take a second driver with you, and give
yourself a 15 minute break from driving every
couple hours to clear your head.   If traveling
alone, don’t plan for more than eight hours of
driving per day.   Avoid ‘beat the clock’ syn-
drome!

Try to avoid being on the roads between
10 p.m. and 6 a.m., when statistics show this
is the most likely timeframe for an alcohol re-
lated fatality.

Make sure your vehicle is in good work-

ing order before a long trip.  Check the tire
tread (should be at least 2/32") and tire pres-
sure. Check the fluid levels, brake and head-
lights, and start with a clean windshield.  Have
a road map, flashlight, and make sure you have
a good spare tire and a working jack.  Simple
checklist items like these can prevent a travel
disaster.

Before you hit the road, make sure you
have your leave papers, ID card, license, reg-
istration, proof of insurance, adequate funds,
and a phone number for your quarterdeck or
duty office.

Pre-plan your route. Use www.map-
quest.com, or www.randmcnally.com. They are
great travel planning tools, and they’re free.

If you have small children in the car, en-
sure they are properly restrained in child
safety seats.  Make sure yourself and all pas-
sengers are buckled up.

You’ve all heard this a million times be-
fore, but alcohol is the one of the biggest holi-
day killers. DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE!
Have a designated driver, use a cab, or call
the command duty driver if nearby. There are
smart alternatives!

If you are a motorcycle rider, please
WEAR A HELMET. We’ve had two area mo-
torcycle fatalities in the last year, and both
fatalities could have been prevented if the
driver had just worn a helmet. Please drive at
safe speeds, plan shorter travel days, and
avoid night riding if you can help it.

Travel smart this holiday season. Your
command, co-workers, friends, and family all
want to see your bright, smiling, chubbier face
in January!

For more safety information or videos,
please call the NAS Safety office at 961-3673.

If you are planning on a trip
this holiday season, be safe
By Lt. Cmdr. Jon Sweeten, NASCC Safty Officer

tion is a result of identity theft.
To do so, you must send your request to

the address specified by the business that
reports the information to the consumer re-
porting agency. The business will expect you
to identify what information you do not want
reported and to provide an identity theft re-
port.

To learn more about identity theft and

how to deal with its consequences, visit
www.consumer.gov/idtheft, or write to the
FTC. You may have additional rights under
state law. For more information, contact your
local consumer protection agency or your
state attorney general.

In addition to the new rights and proce-
dures to help consumers deal with the effects
of identity theft, the FCRA has many other
important consumer protections. They are
described in more detail at www.ftc.gov/credit.

Legal continued from page 5

Narcolepsy is not the only reason that people fall asleep-at-the-wheel. Trying
to work all day and then getting in a car and attempting to drive through the
night - is NOT being safe - for you or your family.

• 4 SWIMMING POOLS
• COVERED PARKING
• JACUZZI • FIREPLACES
• BASKETBALL COURT
• WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

993-1030
1515 Ennis Joslin

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits  •  No application fee.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Weekend Hours

Friday & Saturday 11am - 8pm
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Friday Night & Saturday Only
Buy 1 Plate, Get Second Plate Half Off*
Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply
Mon-Thur. 11am-3-pm - Fri-Sat 11 am-8pm

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

Christian Service
Charities

888-728-2762

www.christianservicecharities.org

a CFC participant
Provided as a public service.

8001 Braddock Road
Suite 310 
Springfield, VA 22151
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Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

•	 Personal Injury
•	 Car Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy 7 - 13
•	 Child Custody
•	 Merit System Protection Board
•	 Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees
Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

8 year U.S. Navy Veteran
GMAC Premier Service Agent
Quality Service Certified®

Charles C. Robertson, Realtor
15217 South Padre Island Drive # 100
Corpus Christi TX, 78418
Cell: 361-443-0357
Toll Free: 866-376-1656

Special incentives for active duty  
reserve • retired military

VA loan information available
Free house hunting services

Visit me at: www.corpushomesearch.com

death.”
McCormack got help later that night from

some Filipino natives that found him. For more
than two years, he remained “missing” even
from the Japanese that had captured him.
During that time, the Distinguished Service
Crosses had been presented to his parents.
Other Marines had spoken about him, and what
he’d done for all of them.

“I don’t wear these medals, ‘cause they
were never presented to me,” he grinned. “If
they ever do, then I’ll put them on.”

After “Willie” returned from combat, he
came back home and did what he’d done be-
fore the war.  He went back to shrimping.  And
he bought a house.

On his front lawn he erected a flag pole

and a cement memorial.  Each morning until
he died, McCormack marched out to the pole
and ceremoniously raised the National Ensign.
Then he’d back up and salute – and go in and
have breakfast.

“There’s a red rose bush planted on the
left, and a white rose bush planted on the
right,” said McCormack.  “The red stands for
the blood shed by our troops.  The white
stands for the purity of our Nation’s
servicemembers who stand tall to defend our
Country.  God Bless them each and every one
of them.”

I could only stand back, in awe and rev-
erence to one of America’s heroes.  He no
longer seemed old to me.  I shook his hand.

Happy Veteran’s Day to all who have
served or are serving today.  You make
America proud.

Captain continued from page 2

There were ghouls and goblins, fallen angels, and convicts at the Navy
Exchange during the Halloween costume dress-up day, Oct. 31. Employees
got together to “greet” shoppers and make it a more enjoyable day. Because
later, they would be out for the night! (Photo by Bob Torres)
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You will do something more.

Doing meaningful work is important to you. In the Navy Reserve, you can 
proudly serve your country as you help advance your career and enhance 
your life. In exchange for a part-time commitment, you will receive 
numerous benefits, opportunities, and challenges. To learn more, visit 
our website or give us a call.
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• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate
• Military Law

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy
 	 Debt Relief Attorney

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly
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 On behalf of the Youth Activities Center,
thank you for all your hard work Ernesto
Rendon, Gerald Hut, Thomas Phillips,
Nick Briseno, Robert Mendoza, David
Thurnvalsassina, Martha Ramos Garcia,
the wonderful staff at the Child
Development Center, and the great staff
at the Youth Activities Center. A Thanks
to The staff and volunteers at the GLC
for a fun Halloween. (Photos by LI2 Paul
Hewitt)

Sports Day was held on Oct. 19 and 20.  On Thursday
evening, in spite of the cold, the swim meet and 5k run
had a great turnout.  Friday’s competition was fierce as
19 units battled it out, competing in 21 events.
The Corpus Christi Army Depot defended their title and
won the overall competition with 2,030 points.  VT-28
“Rangers” came in second with 1,995 points, and the
Naval Hospital received a respectable third place with
1,465 points.
The rivalry between Naval Hospital and the CCAD
dissipated, by the “Rangers.”  VT-28 came out of
nowhere to take Second Place, an astonishing feat
considering the relative small amount of athletes
participating.  Lieutenant Nicholas Boyter, coordinator
for VT-28, worked hard to organize his athletes into a
formidable team.
Morale, Welfare and Recreation gave out event T-shirts
for First and Second Place winners in each sport.  The
top three Units received trophies.

2006 Sports Day Overall Points

CCAD 2,030
VT-28 Rangers 1,995
Naval Hospital 1,465
VT-31 Wiseowls 1,395
AirOps/ATC 1,365
USCG 1,260
MATSG-22 1,160
VT-35 Stingrays 1,090
VT-27 Boomers 770
PSD 715
AIMD 630
COMINEWARCOM 620
COMOMAG 425
USCG-SPI 325
TW-4 240
L-3 200
Environmental 120
FISC JAX 100


